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INTER=APAB APPAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ARADS DISPLIE ISRALLI BROADCASTS --Cogmunications Ministry engineers have 

of late been drawing up 4 new map of disruptions in the wake of the use of 
powerful television tranemitters in the neighboring countries which are 
seriously disrupting reception in lerael. Technical sources believe that 
Jordan and Syria heve laun hed «a “television war” between them in an attempt 
by each country to eed the other with ite own version of events in the 
region. A tremendou!y powerful tranemitter--it is estimated to be of 

1,000 kilowatte--has been set up in Syria. This would make it 5 times 

as strong 46 the strongest Ieraeli tranemitter. The Syrian cranemitter, 
which is in the Druge Hille, is transmitting on Channel 7. Jordan for ite 
part has set up a tranemitter in ‘Irbid, which broadcasts over Channel 11 
and is causing disruptions on Channele 8 and 10. Correspondent ‘Amos Haddad 
adds: For a few days now, residents of Ashqelon have been unable to receive 
Israeli television broadcasts. All they can pick up there is Egyptian 
television. About a year ago, the Communications Ministry installed a 
—*8 booster to enhance television reception in Ashqelon, at a cost of 

l million shekele--but it is now clear that this booster is not helping. 
Apparently, the Egyptians have recently instalied a powerful booster in 
al-'Arish in order to enable residents there co receive Egyptian television 
broadcasts well. [Text] [TA281638 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 28 Apr 81 p 5) 


CSO; 46805/194 











COMPOSITION OF AL=SADAT'S ADVISORY COMMISSION 


Calico AL=AMRAM in Arabic 20 Mar 81 p 6 


Aeticle by Nihal Shukei: “Presidential Advisory Commission of 58 Experts 
Fetablished; Commission tncludes Board, Directors of Scientific Research 
and General Secretariat’. 


Text President Anwar al-Sadat issued a decree yesterday establishing 
the Presidential Advisory Commission. it is to have 58 experts and to 
include its board of directors , a board of the directors of scientific 
research) institutes and @ secretariat general. The bylaws define the autho- 
rities of each body, the order of business in the commission and the 
relationship between these and other agencies that are responsible for 
research. Specialized and temporary committees branch off from the com- 
mission's board. These committees study and look into the specific sub- 
‘ects that are turned over to them, and they issue their recommendations 
accordingly. The duly qualified - ster or ministers are invited to 
attend the meetings of every co ee. Each agency of the scientific 
research institutes prepares a report on its scientific, technical and 
administrative activities during the year. This report is subr ted to the 
chairman of the advisory commission at the end of March of each ‘ar. 


The Secretariat Ceneral is chaired by Engineer Sayyid Mar'i, the chairman 
of the Advisory Commission. It is to be made up of 15 members of the com- 
mission selected by the oresident. The secretariat prepares the draft 
bylaws for the commission, and a decision adopting these bylaws is issued 
by its chairman. Engineer Mar'i will meet with the body of advisers next 
week to make preparations for the general conference which President 
al-Sadat wiil attend in the second half of next April. The president's 
decree includes the following appointments: 


Members by Virtue of Their "Tositions: Presidential advisers are selected 
by decree issued by the president. [They include! university presidents, 
the president of the Academy of Scientific Research, the secretary of the 
Supreme Counc | of Universities, the presidents of the Central Agency for 
Mobilization and Statistics, the Central Agency for Organization and 
Management, the Central Agency for Accounting, the National Research 








Center, the National Center tor Criminal and Secial Research, the National 
inetitute for Management Development, the direetor of the Nat ional 
institute of Tianning, the director of the Nuclear Energy Authority and 
the president of the General Labor Union. 


Current or Former 
Research Centers: 
of Seience, Cairo 
Cairo University, 
Ahmad al=<Ghandur, 
at the College of 
Cairo University, 
University; Faruq 


Faculty Members at the Universities and at Scientific 
They are! Dee lbrahio Milmi ‘Abd-al-Rahman, the College 
University: Mahmud Mahfue, the College of Medicine, 
‘Alt al=Salmi, College of Commerce, Cairo University: 
Col‘ege of Economics; Rashad Rushdi, former protessor 
Letters; Suhaye al-Oalamawi, the College of Letiers, 
“i'mat Hashim, the College of Medicine, ‘Ayn Shams 
al-Baze, formerly of Asyut University: Muhammad Ghunaym, 


the College of Medicine, al=-Marsurah University; Muhammad Hasan fa} 


al-Nur, professor 


‘Abd=al-Fattah al- 


it the National Inesticuce for Planning: Muhammad 
Oassas, the College of Scelences, Cairo University; 


Muhammad Abd-al-Haji, professor and director of the Remote Sensing 


Center: and ‘Atif 


Chayth, College of Letters, the University of Alexandria. 


Representatives of the Seards of Directors of Faculty Clubs: They are 


Dra thab Lema'il, 


president of the Cairo University Faculty Club; Muhammad 


Ibrahim Ramadan, president of the faculty club of the University of 
Alexandria; Muhammad Yusri ‘lamid al-Shal, president of the faculty club 
of Asyut University; and al-Shaf'i Bashir, president of the faculty club 
of the University of al=-Mansurah. 


The Presidents of 


Protessional '‘nions: They are: Dr Mustafa Kamal Hilmi, 


president of the Scientists’ Union; Or “Muhammad Mahmud Dawud, president of 
the Union of Agricultural Professions; Or “Mamdi al-Sayyid, President of 
the Physicians’ \nion; Dr Muhammad Mahmud Radwan, president of the 
Teachers’ Union; and Mr Salah Jalal, president of the Press Union. 


intellectuals and 


Experts: They are the professors, engineers and Dre 


Ahmad ‘I2z al-Din Hilal: Amal ‘Uthman; Mansur Hasan, minister of state 

for presidential atfairs, culture and information; Mahic Abagah, minister 
of electricity; Ibrahim Najib, former minister of housing and tourism; 
Ahmad al-Hiffni, judge delegates to the Supreme Constitutional Court; 
Muhammad Nabil lbrahim, vice president of the Board of Directors of Rank 
Misr; and Muhawmad ‘Abd-al-Ghafftarc, president of the Agricultural Research 


Organization. 


The Secretariat General: Drs Ahmad Khalifah, president of the National 
Center for Criminal and Social Research; Mahmud Mahfuz, the College of 
Medicine, Cairo Iniversity; ‘Ali al-Salmi, the College of Commerce, Cairo 


University; Ahmad 


al-Hifmi, the judge delegated to the Supreme Const itu- 


tional Court: Ahrad al-Chandur, the College of Economics; Kamal 
al-Janzuri, director of the National Institute for Planning; Muhammad 


Hasan Faji al-Nur, 


deputy minister of planning; Muhammad Nabil Ibrahim; 


Suhayr al-Qalamawi, College of letters, Cairo University; Ni'mat Hashim, 
College of Mecicine, ‘Ayn Shams University; Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Fattah 
al-Qassas; Mubanmmad ‘'Abd-al-Hadi; and Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Chaffar. 


8592 
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EGYPT 


SAYYLD MAR'L RESPONDS TO QUESTIONS ABOUT ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Cairo AL=AHRAM in Arabic 4 Apr #1 p 12 


Interview with Engineer Savyid Mar'i, assistant to the president and 
chairman of the Presidential Advisory Commission by Muhammad Zayid: 
"Saturday's Interview with (ngineer Sayyid Mar'i from Three Perspectives: 
Politics, Agriculture, Sports"; date and place not given) 


‘Text tf Sngineer Savvid Mar'i, assistant to the 
president and chairman of the Presicential Advisory 
Commission were to sit in front of three television 
cameras, each with its own special interest, what would 
be the outcome of the interview? 

Is the Presidential Advisory Commission a new way to 
find positions for those outside government? 

Why is its organization unique, and why does it include 
ministers?’ 

How would it not cenfiict with the specialized councils, 
and why wasn't Dr datin> included in the commission? 

Will ‘.e commission wait for assignments”? Will it 

carry out studies on its own? What is its chairman 
thinking about”? 

in Agriculture: "There is insufficiency that is cue 

to poor administration, to increasing irrigation and to 
the system of pricing crops.” 

in sports: “lt is imperative that we establish in soccer 
a system as close to professionalism as possible." 


The First Camera: Its Interest Is Political 


‘Ouestion) To begin with, statements are being made to the effect that 

the Presidential Advisory Commission is merely a new way to find posi- 
tions and offices for people outside government and for those who leave 
government and that in the final analysis the commission's task is a super- 
ficial one. 


‘Answer! We notice first in the organization of the Presidential Advisory 








Commission that only & former ministers are included, and that is a small 
percentage of the 52 members (mentioned) in the organisation decree. How 
can it be said that it is an outlet for appeasing those who leave govern- 
ment’ Furthermore, the advisory commission does net and will not have any 
financial advantages. Membership in that commission will not be open per- 
petually se that there would always be room, as some people claim, tor 
those who leave government. Regarding the statement that the commission's 
task is superficial, the response (to that charge! will come from the 
commission's work and from the results produced by that work in devising 
alternatives that would be presented to the president who makes the 
decisions. | do not believe that such an advisory function which sought 
to benefit from the different experiences and specializations in an orga- 
niged and a continuous sanner can be considered extraordinary in govern- 
ment management. 


‘Question Sut the form upon which the Presidential Advisory Commission 
in our country has been based has no parailel in the countries of the 
world. (It is unparalleled!) even in the United States itself which has 
only a permanent adviser in a specific specialization whose opinion on a 
particular subject is sought by the head of state. in the "'nited States 
temporary committees may be formed to study a subject (in particular), and 
then these committees ire disbanded. 


Answer) It i true that the system of the Presidential Advisory Com- 
mission in our country is unique. But with that system we wanted to avoid 
the conflict that is occurring now in the '.S. system between a minister 
and an adviser. The closest example of this is what is happening between 
Secretary of State Haig and Reagan's vice president. Because we appreciate 
the danger of this, we did not think about giving the members of the com- 
mission the title of adviser at the present time. They are only members 
in an advisory organization. We thus preserve for the minister his role 
as primary adviser to the chief of state in his area of specialization. 
All that we di 4 was establish an advisory society (to advise the presi- 
dent!) on subjects of special importance. This society submits reports 
about these important subjects to the president who makes the final deci- 
sion within his constitutional responsibility. Furthermore, the U.S. sys- 
tem depends only on the fact that advisers receive specific assignments 
from the White House. Under our system the advisory commission can carry 
out on its own tasks which do not wipe out the minister's role as primary 
adviser. After the scope of state responsibilities was expanded, we felt 
that the executive burden which lay on [the president's] shoulders was 
enormous, and consequently, we wished to help him in the context 97f 
Studying and investigating subjects and problems of importance. 


Question| if we were to agree on this notion which determines that each 
minister, within the canre of his responsibility, is a primary adviser 

to the head of state, how then are we to understand the fact that the 
organization of the Presidential Advisory Commission includes certain 
figures who are presently ministers? What then is the cause for that? Are 
not those who were selected, like the remaining members of the «-vern- 
ment, preoccupied also with the burdens of implementation?’ 

















Sewer 


Anewer, lt am still of the opinion that the minister is above all else 
the president's adviser because he is the one who is responsible for plan- 
ning and implementing the policy. Why then did the advisory commission 
include a ew current ministers. | am telling you, if we were to look 
at the decision, we would find that Minister of Agriculture De Mahmud 
Dawud was included in the commission in his capacity as president of the 
union of agricultural workers; and Minister of Education Dr Mustafa Kamal 
Hilmi was included in his capacity a8 president of the Teache~s' Union. 
Other ministers who were included in the organization of the Presidential 
Advisory Commission were included on a personal basis so that their exper- 
tise and their special knowledge of some sublects, which we think will 
be of interest te the commission in its studies, can be utilised. They 
were mentioned in the ocaragraph for intellectuals and experts. 


Question) Dees the fact that they were selected on a personal basis deny 
the fact that they have positions in the ministry’ 


Answer!) LL may share this opinion with you, but ' would Like to add that 


there is coor’ sation in this between the ad '... mission and the 
ministries which are headed by the ministers _ were selected. For 
example, in our investigation of the subject snerev, which is of 


special importance, is it not better to have En, seer Ahmad ‘laze al-Din 
Hilal participating with us in the discussion? How can you imagine, for 
example, a discussion of the question o. establishing nuclear power 
stations without the presence of Engineer Mahir Abazah, the minister of 
electricity? 


Question) Is not the advisory commission's method of doing business basi- 
cally based, as the chairman of the commission has already explained, 

on the necessity of having the duly authorized minister participate in 
discussing the subjects that concern him’? This, as I understood, is a 
general rule which would also appiy to the minister of electricity who is 
not on the advisory commission. 


Answer) I want to explain that the advisory commission is divided into 
committees. These committees are temporary so that specific subjects can 

be investigated. The duly authorized minister takes part in the committee 
meetings, and there is always Linkage between the work of the advisory 
commission and the work of the executive minister. This is [the case] in 
meneral. Buc there are in particular ‘cases! subjects of notable signifi- 
cance where we thought it best to choose a few ministers as members of the 
advisory commission under the rubric of intellectuals and experts. And here 
| would say that there is quite a difference between a minister coming to a 
committee formed by the advisory commission to investigate a certai.. 
subject and to represent the policy of his ministry and having him come to 
the committee as a member of the commission and as an expert, with greater 
freedom of action, a broader range of thought and a more favorable oppor- 
tunity to present his personal opinions and hopes which the ministry may 
not be able to realize. Any researcher who reads the organization of the 
advisory commission can see how careful we have been to have direct linkage 








with the emecutive authority through a few ministers whe happen to occupy 

positions of responsibility in subjects of major significance. We did that 
80 that the decisions of the advisory commission would be applicable ana, 

at the same tine, would not be subject only to the policy of the minister 

or the ministry. 


(Question) Ani is the presence of the ministers who were chosen to be 
members of the advisory commission contingent upon completing a study of 
these subjects that are of special importance? 


l[Anewer! No. Their presence is permanent because the problem is related to 
major basic subjects whose solution will not take up 4 short time. We 
notice here that we did not include any minister in the secretariat general 
of the advisory commission because the secretariat represents the inside 
operations of the commission's work. Lt does not represent the government's 
inside operations. The ministers are members of the commission and the duly 
authorized committees only. What | want to repeat is that when a minister 
implements 4 certain policy, he cannot defend that policy from his 
position, but he may have 4 purely personal view on that policy that would 
enrich the inquiry through his membership in the advisory commission. 


(Question) What if the ministers who are members of the commission were 
to leave their positions in the government? 


Anewer They will continue their work on the commission because they 
were basically selected as experts, provided that 4 presidential decree 

is issued adding to the commission the new ministers who replaced them. 
The purpose of this) is to continue the linkage with the ministries whose 
responsibilities pertain to subjects that are of special significance. 


‘Question) Regarding) these subjects that are of special significance, 
are not the duly authorized national councils, as stipulated in the con- 
stitution, charged with the task of ) studying them? How can there not be 
duplication, repetition and contradiction between them and the advisory 
committee? 


‘Answer! This is true. The duly authorized national councils were set 

up in accordance with the constitution, but I believe that the work of 

the President's! Advisory Commission will complement and not contradict 

the work of these national councils. “umerous meetings have (already! taken 
place with Dr ‘Abd=<al-Oadir Hatin in his capacity as president of the duly 
authorized national councils. There was an idea to add Dr Hatim to the 
advisory commission, but according to his request, he preferred that the 
soordination between the duly authorized councils and the advisory commis- 
sion be carried out through seetings that would be held between him and me. 
There was also an agreement that ai. the recommendations of the national 
councils be made aveilable to the advisory commission for its considera- 
tion and use. And here | would like to mention an important matter. The 
hational counc!!s are concerned with drawing up long-range integrated plans 
for the state, but in the advisory commission we look into specific 








subjects, lt 18 Crue Chat in the course of studying a subject we may draw 
up @ longeterm plan for implementation, but such a plan is not an integ= 
rated plan for the state in an entire sector. This means that at the end of 
4 year the work of the advisory commission yields 4 study of three sub- 
jects, for example, and no more, 


‘Question! But at the Egypt in the Year 2000 Conference you declared that 
chief among the fLunctions of the Presidential Advisory Commission was that 
of studying and devising a strategy for food security in Laypt until the 
year 2000. [You said) that all the ministries would be obliged to implement 
that strategy . Was not this precisely the subject of a study that was 
carried out by the national councils’? | would imagine that in abiding by 
the spirit if not the letter of the constitution, (the recommendations of 
the national councils! would have a stronger claim to implementation by the 
sectors of the state. 


Answer We notice that you did say strategy and noc plan. The advisory 
commission does not draw up an agricultural plan, for example, bit it does 
draw up 4 Strategy that deale with specific subjects at a specific time. 
lt deals, for example, with the production of sugar, with the problem of 
increased oil imports, with the necessity of increasing corn production 

by expanding the cultivation of) hybrid corn and studying the threats 

to Egyptian cotton exports. Here | am studying subjects and not drawing 

up «a plan: | am only setting priorities. But the research that is carried 
out by the duly authorized national councils is comprehensive, and this 

is the course that these councils actually adopt in their work. As an advi- 
sory commission we have to rely on the recommendations of the national 
councils in those subjects where we think their recommendations are 
important. 


Question Does not your utilization of these recommendations in specific 
subjects mean that the national councils had already looked into them? 
Consequently, the question is what would be the sense of having the 
advisory commission repeat the study of those subjects? 


Answer!) And what harm would there be in benefiting from these recommen- 
dations’ lt is true that there is no fear of repetition. The remedy in a 
plac that is drawn up by the national councils on a specific subject may 
require many years that may stretch out to the year 2000. The plan may 
include sections whose treatment in a shorter period of time is considered 
important by the advisory commission. How can we achieve this without 
studying (the matter) again and indicating the importance of expediting 
implementation and the possible sources of finarcing. We notice that the 
presidential decree forming the advisory commission stipulated that a 
special council! for che directors of scientific research institutes be set 
up. Accordingly, linkage with thoee directors is achieved co we would not 

be repeating an investigation which had already been complete’. Furthermore, 
we are not a laboratory research agency. All this makes it evident that 

from the sumerous recommendations that are made) we glean those points 

that we think are important so that we can push their implementation forward. 





‘Ovestion! Does not your treatment of specific subjects and the fact 
that you expelite their implementation influence the course of the com= 
prehensive plan that was devised by the duly .uthorised councils to form 
an integrated and a closely knit policy for the agencies of the state? 


‘Anewer! And what harm is there in that? The nature of the plan itseif 
must be characterized by flexibility. Originally, the plan draws up a 
general framework for the line of action a8 the plan envisions it, but at 
the end of every year an evaluation is made of what has been implemented, 
the sectors are compared to each other and the allocations are modified. 
When we read the reports of the various research agencies or the reports 
of the Ministry of Supply, for example, we find consumption figures that 
contrast with the actual tigures. Hence, flexibility of the plan would 
treat such 4 situation. 


Question) What if your view were ultimately incompatible with that of 
the national councils which are duly authorized to treat a specific 
subject? 


Answer) We would submit both views to the president of the republic who 
can in this case convene an expanded meeting of the experts in the 
national councils and in the advisor commission along with the duly 
authorized ministers. They would look into ail the altern. ives that are 
proposed, and the resident would choose what would be presented to the 
executive authority which has the right to make changes or to approve. 


‘Question! Speaking of alternatives and choosing between those alter- 
natives, is it not one of the Consultative Assembly's basic responsibili- 
ties also to present possible alternatives in the subjects that the presi- 
dent turns over to it for consideration? 


Answer) The nature of the work of the Consultative Assembly, as stipula- 
ted in the constitution, pertains to legislating laws that complement the 
constitution. “his is what is evident in the Consultative Assembly's 
present work practices. It is inconceivable that the Consultative Assembly 
be a research body. But the conception is that it is a legislative body, 
and a8 stipulated in its charter, it may discuss 4 subject of subjects 
that are related to legislation. 


Question) Sut the president also has the right to turn over to the Con- 
sultative Assembly subjects for study that may not necessarily be related 
t required legislation. 


‘Answer! I im gine that whatever lies outside the scope of legislation 
and is turned over te the Consultative Assembly falis within the framework 
of major general subjects. The Consultative Assembly may be asked, for 
example, to look into the system of education of agricultural development. 
And here such 4 study would be general and comprehensive. it would nut 

be 4 Study of « specific section (of one of those areas! that has special 
importance, ard it would set call for alternatives for treatment from 











experts so that 4 decision can be made to choose one of the options, This 
is the function that is assumed by the Presidential Advisory Commission 
whieh in no way resembles that of the Consultative Assembly. 


Question!) Don't you think that Eaypt is suffering now from a real gap 
separating fesearch, investivstion and planning channels and experiences, 
which have become numerous and ramified, from the limited possibilities 
and capabilities for implementation’ 


‘Answer | This gap actually exists because it is very easy to plan, but 
the difficulty always comes in implementation, whether that is che result 
of theoretical planning whieh cannot be realized from a practical side, 

or the result of a shortage of Financial appropriations or a shortage in 
the preparations and quali .cations of those implementing (a specific pro- 
ject . And here Linkage ‘etween planning and implementation becomes neces~ 
sary. Therefore, | always say that the minister is the president's primary 
adviser within the range of is responsibilities. Such a gap which we are 
facing 48 an actual problem appears clearly, for example, in the extent 

to which the studies of the duly authorized national councils are utilized 
in the area of implementation. | beliewe that the presence of the advi- 
sory commission breaches this gap by extending to the president a new 
channel that brings to his practical alternatives which can be implemented 
in subjects of special importance. 


Question) You may think that we would achieve such a model (of these 
alternativer through your view of what the advisory commission may 
discuss at its next conference. 


‘Anewer!] It is important for me to explain first that the subjects which 
the advisory board will deal with say stem from the board itself. These 
subjects may be turned over to the board by the president, and any indivi- 
dual or group of individuals can ask the president of the advisory com- 
mission to present a subject of special importance to the board of 
advisers. As tar as @y view is concerned, | am thinking of some subjects 
in particular which the board may accept or reject when | p esent them 

to the board newt Tuesday. Chief among these subjects is an investiga- 
tion of the role played by foreign banks in the Eryptian economy, the 
extent of these banks’ financing of projects and the extent to which 
Eayptian society is benefiting from their economic practices. | also think 
that it is important to study the use of energy in Egypt. The cost of 
energy, in the opinion of the World Bank (19RD) as expressed in one of its 
reports, is low. Some people think that if this low price is raised, that 
will hawe a direct effect on the cost of production or on the e ‘ablish- 
ment of industries to begin with. Other people think that there re luxury 
or recreational industries that could endure the increase i. the cost ot 
energy. Hence, the president was properly directed towards the construc- 
tion of nuclear power plants to produce electricity because fuel plants 
consume oil, and foreign newspapers indicate 7 their recent reports that 
oil bas become too valuable a commodity to be ssed in generating elec- 
tricity. 











The second Cameia! an Agricultural ltaterest 


Question! in a Feeent statement you said that in 1950 the Egyptian 
farmer used to eet an agricultural tractor for 10 qintars of cotton, Now 
he pets that tractor for 140 gintars despite the fact that the cotton 

is of a higher quality. You attributed that to the world economic system, 
fut there are other opinions who lay the responsibilicy [for t)\is situa 
tion! on some applications of agrarian reform and on the breaking up of 
land ownership. 


‘Anewer) Firat, average production under agrarian reform is still, and 
even as | speak to you, grea.er than average production outside agrarian 
reform. The figuces prove this. Regarding breaking up land ownership, the 
only organized crop rotations that combine land ownerships together are 
tose of agrarian retorm. Because of the success this has achieved, the 
combination protect was determined [for use) all over the republic. It is 
true, there is so remedy in Eaypt for the subject of breaking up land 
ownership except for this method which was followed by agrarian reform so 
that agricultural land that had been broken up can be combined in [the 
cultivation) of « single crop. Those who speak [disparagingly| of agrarian 
reform foreet that it distr buted the land to each beneficiary in three 
separate se,ments that are cultivated with clover, wheat and cotton in 
three rotations. The result was that unde: the direction of agrarian 
reform in each village 20 feddans were cultivated with the same crop. Thus 
the damages of breaking up land ownership which are basically the result of 
inheritance are avoided. Many countries, such as India and Pakist.n, nave 
preceded us in coabining ownership of agricultural land by means of expro- 
priating the land. Can any person call tor this in Egypt, and can this be 
implemented from a practical standpoint’? 


(Question) Then how do we explain the inadequacy of our agriculture? 
Agriculture is still supposed to be the primary stanchion of o.r national 
economy. |How do we explain its inability to meet our needs, aid why 
has its contribution to our national revenue stopped at 30 percent’ 


Answer) There are indications which affirm that productiv.ty in some 
crops has incre ysed. But there are crops where production has actually 
declined. But (6 this the result of reasons that are attributable to agra- 
rian reform’ | would say no. This is due to various reasons among which 
are poor drainace, increased water for irrigation, the high cost of agri- 
cultural production and the system of pricine agricultural crops. 1 admit 
that this pric ee system has its problems since any increase in the prices 
of agricultural products affects the consumer. But, at the same time, 

such an increase encourages the producer to produce more. Accordingly, 
studying the problem of pricing agricultural products is one of the most 
important natters. MNence comes the importance of drawing up a strategy 
for food security in Feypt until the year 2000 which | have been calling 
for. This strategy would close the gaps in consumption that exist in some 
crops and that are increasing every year Our sugar production, for 
example, is at present around 600,000 tons, whereas our needs in the year 
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2000 will reach | million tons, This means that we will have to import 
600,000 tons, | imagine that if Baypt were to adept a policy for producing 
sugar, it ould cower its needs and, consequentiy, close this gap. in this 
regard | would say Chat rreducing sugar from beets, a project in Kafr 
al-Shaykh which the president will inaugurate next May, i6 @ positive step 
towards 4 sOund agricultural strategy. 


The Third Camera: Les interest le in Sports 


Question) Engineer Sayyid Mar'i is the honorary chairman of the al-Ahli 
club, the oldest club in Egypt. How ‘oes he view the crisis that we have 
in sports, and chiefly in the public's favorite game of soccer” 


Anawer) in my view the basis of the whole problem lies in the fact that 
the number of people who play this sport is inadequate. This is due to 
reasons that are beyond the contro. of young pecple. The schools no longer 
have playgrounds that would give (oung people the opportunity to practice 
the sport. Accordingly, the first point of remedy for sports in Egypt, 
including seccer, is to provide p aygrounds for young people. Since this 
demand is currently lacking in the schools, it is imperative that play- 
grounds be established throughout the [residential | districts and ir the 
villages for young people who are looking for a plece to pursue their 
sports hobby. 


Question) Speaking about hobby and professionalism. Don't you think 
that this laree financial compensation--the gifts and rewards--which the 
players of the al=<Ahli Club received after they won the general tournament 
represents some form of professionalisr’ De you support the ado, tion of 

a full svetem of professionalism’ 


Answer!) Certainly the system that is presently in existence is a form 
of professionalism. In my opinion we must find a system that is as close 
as possible to a completely professional system. This means determining 
certain salaries and rewards for winning. But this must be preceded by 
having an adequate number of competent players. Only in this case can the 
clubs put a protessional system into practice within their capabilities. 


8592 
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MINISTER OF ROADS ANNOUNCES SOLUTION FOR UNEMPLOYMENT 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 21 Apr 81 pp i, 3 


[Interview with Musa Kalantari, minister of road and transportation; date and 
place not given) 


[Text] Tehran--<"With the vastness of our country, ite considerable resources, 
the wealth contained underground, and potential employment in prospective 
projects," said Engineer Moosa ko antari yesterday, “to manage and administer 
the population of % million people from the point of work and productivity 
is no problem at ali.” 


In an exclusive interview with the TEHRAN TIMES, the minister of road and 
transportation stressed: "The ministry of road and transportation can alone 
and by iteelf [be] able to solve the unemployment issue.” 


Kalantari said the resources, including an approved covering budget, is to 
create big and small development road and transportation projects throughout 
the country. 


These plans will sot only solve the unemployment issue, the minister fore- 
casted, but it will create a shortage of manpower once huge projects by 
other ministries are laurched on due course. 


"We have a very good solution for those who are genuinely unemployed,” he 
intimated, “it was also discussed in the cabinet and the pertinent budzet has 
been allocated.” 


Kalantari described the solution as being the proposal of the ministry that 
the sinistry, if forced to do so, will order construction of road “with our 
own hands." 


"The unemployed people, forming teams with picks and spades, have already be- 
come busy in road building,” he said, “it is because of this that we have no 
fear of unemployment.” 


"If we are forced to, we will let them do it everywhere and everyone in his 
own locality can start building roads," he continued. 


He said that different projects will create manpower shortage “particularly 
when we do not want to rely on the automatic machineries and equipment that 
the other countries wan’ to impose on us.” 
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"| stress that the ministry of road by iteelf can erase unemployment, 
Though we believe that,..we construct the roade with hands, We can create 
increased number of jobs in different industries," 


lie said the fea. of not being able to manage the country by o sselves owed 
to Misleading propoganda to that effect, Kalantari wae critical of former 
regime's policy ef dependen.’ on foreigners, 


The dreams projected by *he monarchy for taking the nation towards golden 
gate of civilisation were hollow slogans and the total dependency led to 
inheritance of shattered economy after the former authorities fled the 
country, he added, 


Economi> deprivation, sanemployment and lac’. of basic facilities of welfare 
for the peop le Was the result of wrong former economic structure to repair 
the damigee of which will normally require a length of time, 


The fleeing of the contractors, and growth--res.ricting mo w-chial laws 
and regulations severely handicapped progress of the ministry, the minister 
said but yost=<re olutionary road-building still excelled itself by great r 
achievem nate incomparable to pre-revolutionary period. 


Kalantari said the main goal of the ministry wos to work for the welfare of 
the people to attain seelf-eulficiency in all areas. 


And not for the Superpowers benefit, he said. 


The problems inherited by former regime are so vast that it is not possible 
to solve everything in short-ters, he said, to fulfill basic and preliminary 
needs and to attain self-sufficiency in that meaning will take at least 

15 years. 


The old dependency system should be replaced with a new self-reliimt system, 
and already major victories were gained in this area with the hel, of the 
construction crusade people and the revolutionary prosecutor, he said. 


Economic boycott, shortage and non-importation of spare parts, the war in some 
areas, the people who could not keep up to and adjust with revolutionary de- 
minds, and other remaining ills of taghuti regime had also added to ‘he 
problems, Kalantari said. 


Recounting past, current and future tasks, the minister talked about major 
road and transportation accomplishments. This included re-operating work- 
shops that had been closed after revolution. 


Another major task was t> turn Road Maintenance Teams into Road Building 
Teams. Before revolut‘on, the teams were not allowed to undertake any 
construction activity except to function one month in a year to keep the roads 
clean of snow during snowfall season. 


For remaining 11 months, the teams used to stay idle. Now, they build roads 
11 months and clear the roads of snow during snowfall. 
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Another major task was decentralizing power and erasing beaurocracy, Sefore 
revolution, all provincial road and transportation activities needed approval 
on ail tasks from the capital, 


Now, managing directors are appointed who are given the budget and resources 
to implement construction projects without unnecessarily relying on Tehran 
for a go-ahead, 


Aleo, the former regime's easy-way-out economy system, i.e., people selling 
Music Cassettes or shoe-pol'shing in the streets and so on, halted people 
from being absorbed in production field, he said. 


Such ills of earning money and pocketing easy incom will be blocked in 
future and people will be encouraged to divert themselves towards production 
areas, the minister said, 


Kalantari further said big projects are underway to be operated in the South 
of the country, for instance, creation of small ports for people to earn 
income through fishing. 


He said another miracie of the revolution was that as Imam has said the war 
is blessing for us. This single factor was enough to destroy the whole 
country within these 7-monthe of war, he added. 


But the miracle is that before war the goods embarkation and disembarkation 
was estimated at 40,000 tons when all Iranian ports were functioning. 


And now after the war, when Khuninshahr port is dertroyed and Imam's port is 
almost totally closed, the present capacity of entrance of goods reached 
60,000 tons, he said. 


Kalantari informed that the utilization of local talents to replace the 
foreimm talents 1. ft disco, ry of capabilities of the nation, the youths 
tirelessly worked day-and-night to shoulder responsibilities, and these 
efforts in themselves diffuse and frustrate the anti-revolutionary con- 
spiracies. 


CSO: 4920/332 








IRAN 


DIVISION COMMANDER EXHORTS PEOPLE TO PRESERVE PEACE 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 26 Apr 81 p 6 


[Text] Orumiyeh. KEYHAN Correspondent. The Friday prayer was conducted tor unity 
under the auspices of Hojjat ol-Eslam Musavi in the Congregational Mosque of this 
city with the attendance of thousands of the faithful and committed people of 
Orumiyeh. Before the prayer ceremonies, hojjat ol-Eslam Mowludi, while congratul: *- 
ing the Moslem nation of Iran on the birthday of Her Holiness Fatimeh, invited the 
women of Orumiyeh to take part in a march on Women's Day. While encouraging the 
youth to form families, he asked the people to protect further their unity and 
solidarity and to prevent plots by small groups. 


Col Zakiyani, commander of the 64th Division of Orumiyeh, alsv during his speech, 
requested the women of Iran to inculcate the nobility, dignity, and sacrifices 
of Fatimeh and to raise their children in the model of Hoseyn bin ‘Ali and the 
Great Zeynab. 


Continuing his speech, Col Zakiyani asked the people of Orumiyeh to observe the 
blackout during air raid alarms and to refrain from unwarranted shooting which 
frighten the people; and not to disturb the peace of the city. 


While addressing the people of Orumiyeh, Col Zakiyani asked them to report to the 
revolutionary and police forces any agitators who only want to destroy order in 
the city. He also asked the chief of police of Orumiyeh to prevent operation of 
motorcycles without license plates. 


In conclud ng his speech, Col Zakiyani pointed out the recommendations of Imam 
Khomeyni who has announced that this year of 1360 (1981-82) be the year of peace, 
calm, and legal government; and he has asked the people to put aside their personal 
motives, not follow any groups or sub-groups, and make their actions pleasing to 
God. He also asked persons belonging to illegal armed groups to put down their 
arms and get an amnesty certificate. 


cso: 6906/250 
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IRAN 


PLOTS AGAINST BEHESHTI, KHALKHALI DENOUNCED 
Tesean TEHRA’ TIMES in English 22 Apr 81 p 2 


[Text] Tehran--Despite repeated defeat of plots against the Islamic Revolution, 
the anti-revolutionaries are still trying unsuccessfully to spoil the image 
of the revolution and its leaders. 


The plotters who even resorted to assassination of the revolutionary personali- 
ties and saw that the revolutionary movement was not going to stop, have now 
adopted a new dirty pluts to defame the revolutionary personalities. 


Such anti-human cnd anti-revolutionary elements started insane propaganda 
against the prominent leaders of the Islamic Revolution and said that they 
had smuggled money out of the country or as they were maintaining bank 
accounts in foreign countries specially in West. 


They are busy in preparing forged documents just to prove their claims. But 
they forget one factor that sense is needed in proving a wrong act into 
right. 


The latest series of such forged documents is good proof of their mental 
disorder. 


Very recently, they forged document about Islamic Majlis Speaker Ali Akbar 
Hashem Rafsanjani and now similar documents have been sent to Iran concerning 
Ayatollah Syed Mohammad Hussein Beheshti, Prof. Ali Akbar Parvarish, 

Prof, Fakhreddi> Hejaz. and Hojjatoleslam Sadeq Khalkhali. 


These activities are hundred percent plots and the interesting points should 
be noted by the readers which would prove the mental disorder of the plotters. 


These plotters do not know the meaning of the word ‘Ayatollah" and they used 
this like a first name. While those know the meaning of this word know that 
nobody uses this word for himself and no question arises to open the bank 
account with this word. 


The most interesting aspect of this conspiracy is that they also added this 
word before the name of Prof. Hejazi. These plotters have mentioned 
"Ayatollah Fakhreddin Hejazi. 
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lalking to the Persian daily JOMHURI ISLAMI Prof, Hejagi said that he received 
a letter from Switzerland in which three copies of bank receipts were attached, 


The professor said that the bank receipts indicated that a total of 12,560 
million Swiss france have been deposited in his name, This amount is equal 
to Ris, 1,000 million in free exchange market, 


This money was deposited by ‘ugitive former Prime Minister Shahpur Bakhtiar 
in the Kantonalba:.. in Zurich, Switzerland, 


Prot, HWejazi, who is also deputy of the Majlis, said that he went to the 
Majlis and found similar documents for Deputy Speaker Parvarish and Khalkhali, 


Prot, Hejazi said, "Unfortunately the enemy is so ignorant that he added the 
title Ayatollah to my name," 


He said that despite .epeated defeats, the enemy was not ready to withdraw 
from employing such dirty plots. 


"These plots should be investigated by the legal authorities and the 
Kantonalbank in Zurich should take immediate steps as such forged documents 
and dirty plots will bring a very bad reputation for the bank, Hejazi told 
the Persian daily. 


He said that we will move the case through Iran's Foreign Ministry and the 
lranian Embassy in Switzerland. 


Hejazi said that I could just offer a smile on the ‘wisdom.’ He said that 
he feels proud on such allegations as I know that the people know very well 
the reality of such nasty plots and they will never believe. 


He said that if the people like Khalkhali would have been behind money they 
could have received a lot while he was active in the anti-drug campaign. 


JOMHURL ISLAMI writes that he is the same Hejazi who comes from Isfahan and 
uses motor-cycle as means of transportation for Majlis and does not even own 
a house in Tehran. 


The paper said that Hojjatolesiam Rafsanjani is the target of all local and 
foreign plots. His dress is the same which he used before revolution. 


As Parvarish having deposited money other documents indicated into American 
bank account was opened in dollars and Khalkhali's account was opened in 
West Germany bank in German marks. 


Hejazi said that the militant people of Iran just laugh at such plots and 


they are firm in their belief that the Islamic R« volution will move ahead 
on the road of success. 


CSO: 6920/332 
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AYATOLLAH BEHESHTI PRAISES W MEN'S ROLE IN SOCIETY 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 27 Apr 81 p 2 


{Text} Tehran--The wives of Prophet Mohammed (SAW) were actively sharing in 
the political and social spheres alongside him, revealed Ayatollah Mohammad 
Beheshti, founder of the Islamic Republic Party. 


In an interview with the party's official news organ, JOMHOURI £SLAMI, 
Beheshti, also the Chief Justice, answered questions on the role of Moslem 
women in society. It was held on the occasion of the birth anniversary of 
Shi'ite saint, Hazrat-e Fatemeh Zahra (AS) which has been designated as 
Woman's Daw after the revolution on the call of the revolution leader, 
iaam Khomeyni, 


Beheshti singled out the Propnet's (SAW) elderly wife Khadijeh for special 
mention. Khadijeh was a tradeswoman who married the Prophet (SAW) at age 
40 against his 24). He said Khadijeh was a co-militant for Prophet 
Mohammad (SAW) giving him company always in meetings to plan strategies 
to be adopted against the Qureish tribe (enemy of Islam). 


Ommeh Salmeh also discussed social matters with Prophet Mohammed (SAW) 
Beheshti said and added “other women also did the same." 


Fatemeh Zahra (AS) even came to the mosque to deliver a speech on an issue 
erupted after the death of her father, Prophet Mohammad (SAW)," he noted. 
"Thus the women of the time were active in society to the extent of the 
regulations and conditions prevalent in the fields of battle, women used 
to treat the wounded and even attacked the enemy." 


Asked how women could be made to embrace Islam in toto, Beheshti said women 
should be thoroughly impregnated with lofty Islamic principles. He said 
Islam was a magnanimous gift to the world with its social ideas lifting man 
to lofty heights. 


"Women must understand in what sort of a world they are living, analyse it 
thoroughly and set about undertaking beneficial activities in society,” he 
said, 
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in reply to @ question, Beheshti said Ielam viewed a family as a tightly knit 
bundle where perfect undersatanding bora out of unwavering attachments was 
present among wife, husband and children, He explained that m.ny Koranic 
verses enunciated the duties of each member of the family. 


Quoting @ Koranic verse, Beheshti said God had declared that a spouse was for 
the comfort of ‘ts partner and a development of affection between each other, 
le however said "these were signs for those people who understoo. then." 


Asked how the Majlis and the government could play a part in bringing out the 
theme of harmonic family Lite, Seheshti enumerated an exhaustive list of 
idealistic plans, 


The plans he listed were charting out of legal rights of man and wife and the 
institution of new economic laws for social welfare. 


He said housing issue would be resolved while shrugging aside the formalities 
and provision of facilities would be made for marriage, job and education, 


He added that the Education Ministry, Radio and TV and the Press would be 
inculcating these values to the citizens of the country. 


Throwing Light on the spending of daily time by man and woman, Bbeheshti said 
men should adjust their timing to be present in the house much of the time with 
the women learning Islamic tenets by participating in Islamic centers. 


He explained that with the formation of a family, the parents were forced to 


devote more time in the upbringing of the children and they should not entrust 
the task to others. 


CSO: 4920/332 
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MOSTAZA'LFIN ACTIVITLES LN NEW YORK OUTLINED 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 27 Apr 81 p 2 





[Text] Tehran (PARS)=<The Poundation for the Oppressed released a record of 
ite New York branch's revenues and activities Saturday. 


The office was established according to the order issued from the former 
Pahlavi Foundation with a loan, bearing no interest, of $42 million in 1975. 


This Foundation had been wasting the Muslim's public funds before the Revolu- 
tion, 


Such mismanagement had been continuing during the course of the Revolution, 
and even after the Revolution. 


Therefore the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, despite all ob- 
structions by U.S. officialdom, managing to take hold of ite affairs, revised 
all this office's agreements with U.S. companies. 


A large amount of money has been invested as a result of the government's 
activities, 


In its report, the Foundation adds the activities by ite New York branch 
as follows: 


1. Offering loans to Iranian students devoted to the Islamic Revolution. 
2. Establishing a consultative and advisory center for the students. 


3. Rural industries planning, including scientific and technical information 
gathering about rural industries. ; 


4. An Islamic publicity plan to help the organs of the Islamic Republic of 
iran, and setting up 4 committee consisting of Iranian Muslim professors 
for selecting Iranian students. 


This committee is working without being paid. 


CSO: 4920/332 
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EX- EMPLOYER OF FORELGN MINISTRY PUT ON TRIAL 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 27 Apr 61 p 2 


[Text] Tehran--An Ielamic Revolutionary Court yesterday put on trial a former 
Foreign Ministry worker, Me. Victoria Baseeri, on charges of having had 
“espionage contacts with former U.S. Embassy and ite members." 


The 5th unit of the court, where Baseeri is being tried, accused her of meeting 
an American Embassy staff member without notifying the officials through 
regulations required such notifications. 


The woman did confess she had met one Mr. Bill in the embassy. She said her 
contacts with Bill had a “family aspect" to it, and for obtaining visas etc. 


Baseeri said since she thought notification of any meeting with embassy 
personnel etc covered only professional visite her personal contacts with Bill 
were not intimated to the Foreign Ministry. 


But she did confess that the embassy san used to ask about the general political 
situation and she, being optimistic as she is, used to talk highly about 
overall Foreign Ministry policy, among other things. 


Ms. Baseeri, however, rejected all charges in the file against her. The court 
adjourned and is to consider the case to issue ite final verdict. 


CSO: 4920/ 332 
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U.S. 'EXPANSIONIST POLICY’ REVIEWED, CRITICIZED 
Baghdad AL~'IRAQ in Arabic 19 Mar 81 p 2 


(Krticle; “Dangerous Arrogance"7 


Tex The cornerstone of Washington's current expansionist policy was laid in 

can President James Monroe's message to the American Congress in 1623. What is 
known as the Monroe Doctrine set out the slogan of America for the Americans; this 

@ slogan behind which was concealed the United States of America's designs to - 
its dominance over the Western Hemisphere. After that came attempts to set for 

@ Monroe Doctrine for the whole planet. 


In support of the claims of world dominance, it n to propound theories of various 

t regarding the special responsibility the Uni States of America for the destiny 
of the world. In 1900, the American senator A Beveridge described the Americans as 

a nation ultimately chosen to lead the spiritual renaissance of the world. 


In developing their heated activity to seek new areas for investing capita! and 
sources of raw materials and cheap me », the masters of the United States of 
America covered the land of North and h America, the islands of Hawai! and the 
Phillippines, and much territory in other areas of the world with hundreds of 
thousands of ce. It is American imperialism specifically which turned the first 
page in the bloody history of imperial wars. 


In the 200 years since its founding, the United States has ly doubled its 
territory at the expense of the territory of others. In the 19th century,the United 
States of America took part in 120 usurpationist aggressive wars and carried out more 
than 8,600 military raids and war operations. The amount of sive activities the 
United states of America carried out increased in the 20th . After World War 
Two, alone, it used its armed forces 200 times to achieve its foreign political goals, 
and in addition to that it resorted 20 times to the threat of nuclear arms. 


The United States, which has taken on its shoulder the performance of the role of 
world policeman, hes surrounded the planet with a network of military bases and 
installations. It now has in its possession about 2,500 bases and support services 
distributed over a]! areas of the planet. 
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in the years of World War One, the monopolies of the United States of America 
obtained fits estimated at $36 billion. In World War Two it aquired $120 billion. 
Then the United States was enriched by the wars in Korea and Vietnam. Today, more 
than 100 major American companies are responding to requests unparalleled in terms 
of amounts to produce arms and war equipment, and are thug in obtaining fantastic 
profits. According to the data of the senate committee ich of the American ress 
the profits of 164 American war industry firms come to to 200 percent, the profit 
rates of three companies are greater than 500 percent, the profit rates of four com- 
panies are greater than 1,000 percent and the profit rates of one firm come to 2,000 
percent. The profits of war monopolies are guaranteed, if the atmosphere of tension 
on the world stage is preserved. 


In order to preserve its disturbed positions, imperialism relies constantly on force. 
The bourgeoisie of the United States of America occupies the leading role in this. 
pees has declared roughly half the planet to be an area of its vitel interests. 
It is increasing its preparation for war in Europe as well. It has fromed the rapid 
deployment forces, which come to 200 000 soldiers, to carry out activities of milt- 
tary intervention and mre and it is still increasing the level of tension in the 
Arab Guif with the goal of using the of!) regions in the Middle and Near East. 


Washington's interference in the affairs of countries in the Caribbean Basin and 
other states of Latin America is also increasing. 


Calumnies, anaesthetization of public opinion, economic boycott, sabotage, organi- 
zation of famine and destruction, bribes and threats, terror, organization of 
assassinations of political leaders, and slaughters on the fascist scale are the 
imperialist methods of the United States and its allies. They have used these means 
and methods in Chile and Venezuela and they are now using them on a broad scale 
against the people in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos and the Palestinian Arab people. 


Washington, in its effort to justify its aggressive military preparations and its 
interference in the internal affairs of other coun*ries, is resorting to impudent 
lies and filthy slander on the stage of international politics. 


Political leaders in the United States of America are expressing and defending the 
interests of the monopoly bourgeoisie and the lords of the military-industrial 
complex. It is this clique, especially, which composes only a very minor percentage 
of American society, that is getting rich on military, military-technical and 
militery-sctientific activities. The leaders of the military industrial complex, in 
using ther! incverconnected practical and personal bonds in the world of trade and 
business or in the government system, are increasingly becoming an oppressive force 
in the politica: and socioeconomic system of imperialism. are in parttcular 
calling for the setting of prices in the arms race and the world dominance by the 
United States of America. 


The expansionist goals of the policy of the United States of America cannot be 
achieved, although the danger it poses to world peace is very great. 


11887 
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ISRAEL 


INTERVIEW WITH CHIEF OF STAFF ON MILITARY ISSUES 
TAL70745 Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 17 Apr 81 p 5 


[Interview with Lt Gen Refa'el Eytan, chief of staff, by Moshe Ishun and 
Yehoshu'a Shemesh on 12 April—place not stated] 


[Excerpt] [Questicn) Two years have passed since the signing of the peace 
agreement with Egy» , which led to the new IDF deployment. Ho" is the IDF 
coping with the new reality in the wake of the peace agreement? 

[Answer] The agreement, in the military sphere, is being implemented in 
accordance with what was decided and signed. As for other spheres, we «11 
know that here and there, there have been difficulties or misunderstandings, 
but in my opinion, all details are being carried out as they should. The 
IDF has redeployed in the Negev in accordance with the agreement; in accord- 
ance with its character, its image, its size and its activity. All these 
latters have been affected by the agreement and the redeployment, but not in 
principle. ‘as published] 

[Question] Do the new borders give the IDF a subsistence area? 

[Answer] The question is what is a subsistence area, for the army. 
[Question] Defensible borders.... 

|Answer|) The international border in Sinai is defensible. 

[Question] Is the new deployment giving the IDF any new problems? 

[Answer] Problems of density. 

[Question] Is this creating any danger? 

\Anewer! If there is peace, there are no problems. 


(Question) Let us ask a question asked by every Israeli: Is the peace 
between Israel and Egypt genuine? 
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|[Anawer) Now we all say that it is genuine peace, After all, it was on the 
basis of that belief that we signed the peace agreement, As for the future, 
we will see, 


{Question} How does the chief of staff regard the Arab countries’ rearming, 
particulariy that of Saudi Arabia? le the massive supply of arma to Saudi 
Arabia increasing the danger on the eascern front? 


[Anewer)] The LDF's new deployment answers this problem of the eastern front 
and the possibility of Saudi Arabian participation in it. 


[Question] To what extent does Saudi Arabia's rearming increase the danger 
contronting lerael? 


[Anewer) The Saudi Arabian strength is an addition to the weight of the Arab 
strength, but it is not a decisive strength per se. 


(Question) Has the IDF already come up against the Saudi Arabian army in the 
past? 


[Answer) We came up against them in the enclave during the war [which war 
not specified) and they did not demonstrate any serious fighting capability. 
They were without tanks or air support. It is difficult to say that this 
is the fighting level of the Saudi Arabian army, but if you ask whether we 
have come up against them--we have. 


[Question] Is there any danger in the supply of U.S. planes to the Saudi 
Arabian Air Force? 


[Answer] It could be an addition to what they already have. Although they 
had improved weapons--and the Saudi Arabian army also has improved weapons 
now--this does not represent a serious problem. However, it is clear that 
the Saudi Arabian army's reinforcement is an increase to what already exists. 


(Question) If this is the case, why is Israel coming out sharply against 
the supply of improved weapons to Saudi Arabia? 


[Answer] The addition makes it difficult for us and, in the final analysis, 
improved weapons in large quantities have an affect, even if they are not 
operated on the level we are accustomed to operate. 


(Question] It has been reported in various publications that the AWACS planes 
the United States is going to supply to Saudi Arabia are a danger to Israel 
from the intelligence aspect. Is this assessment correct? 


[Answer] Yes. These planes can provide a picture of a situation, even in 
peacetime, of all the aerial activity inside the state of Israel, not only 
along the border. 


[Question] The Americans claim that their involvement with the Saudi Arabian 
army is for the benefit of Israel and they are a kind of guarantee against a 
blow to Israel's security. Do you also think so? 
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\Anewer) It may be that the presence of U.S, experts and operators at 

Saudi Arabian key pointe has in it something of a restraining factor and if 
the Saudi Arabians want to take an extremist step, they will not be able 

to operate the whole of this system on their own, And so the U.S. Government 
way have a restraining influence, 


[Question] Is Saudi Arabia's future not likely to be the same as that of 
Iran and the United States will suddenly lose one of ite important strategic 
asseta? 


[Anewer) This could happen if there is a revolution there and an extremist 
Arab country, or even the Soviet Union, takes control, But there is a 
difference between Saudi Arabia and Iran, in that Saudi Arabia is the 

United States’ most important source of energy. In my view, the United S.ates 
will nor be able to give up ite presence in Saudi Arabia as it did in Iran, 
from whom it received a relatively emall amount of fuel. 


[Question] U.S. circles are claiming that for the neat 4 years Saudi Arabia 
will not be able to use the weapons they are now receiving from the Un‘ ted 
States against Israel, but there is no knowing what will happen after 1985. 
What is your opinion’ 


[Anewer) in the life of a nation and a country, 4 years is not a long time. 
A country builds itself up and organizes iteelf for many dozens of years. 
Technically, it could be that during the 4 years the Saudi Arabians on their 
own will be unable to make any use of the weapons they receive from the 
Americans--until they absorb, study and put them into operation. After that 
they will be able to work on their own and then, of course, their freedom 

of action will be increased. However, that does not mean that they will not 
try to join anyone who creates an eastern front before that. They can 
certainly try to work with what they know on their current level. -his could 
be tomorrow or in another 2 years. But the standard of operation will be lower 
and the benefit they obtain will be less. But I am not dismissing the 
possibility that they will decide to go and join anyone who creates an 
eastern front, without asking the Americans and in the same rituation they 
are in now. 


[Question] At the end of last week the IDF curried out a widescale operation 
against the terrorists in Lebanon, which was mainly aimed against terrorists’ 
tanks. How do you see the new tactor: Soviet tanks in the terrorists’ 
possession?’ 


|Anewer) I do not think the aanger of tanks in the terrorists’ possession is 
one requiring « change in our deployment. But the desire to establish 
themselves is pushing the terrorists into a situation of moving toward what 
is similar to organizations like a regular army. On the one hand, this 
makes it easier for us, but on the other, it also has other implications. 
This is the first time we have acted against tanks in the terrorists’ posses- 
sion, in the form of a raid. They are still far from Israel's border and 
because of the distance, we cannot fight them with the normal methods of 
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tanks againet tanks or with antitank weapons and they know that they have no 
advantage over us. Therefore, we hit some of those tanks where they were 
deployed, far from the border, and we will continue to work in that way to 
stop them developing and organizing, with the aim of making life difficult 

for them everywhere they are. After they absorb those tanks, they may try 

to wee them against the etrip under Major Haddad's control or various 

places along our border, We are preempting this process by the fact that 

we will hit them wherever they are, just as we are hitting their other forces, 
such ae command headquarters, people, basis and transport. 


[Question] Can they hit Leraeli settlements with their tanks today? 


|Anewer)] Today they cannot hit our settlements because they need to cross 
the Christian strip in the south, Physically, they cannot reach our settle- 
mente. They can try to introduce a new dimension into the fight with the 
Christians in the south by using tanks, but when they need to cross UNIFLL 
territory [sentence as printed) Today they can enter the territories under 
UNIFIL control, But I do not know what the UN Forces’ reaction will be if 
the terroriste try to bring tanks into that territory. 


{Question} There have been various reports about the terrorists training in 
the use of aircraft. Could a situation be created in which we would have to 
fight the terrorists in the air as well? 


|Answer| Possibly. The terrorists do not have an independent air force 
today. There are terrorists who are serving as aircraft operators in various 
air forces, such as those of Syria, Iraq and Libya. There are also 
Palestinian pilots in the Jordanian Air Force; they are by way of being 
Jordanians, but they are also Palestinians. Here and there air forces in 
which Palestinians are serving might permit them to act against Israel in 
aircraft. 


(Question) Could it not happen that an Arab country puts its airfields at 
the terrorists’ disposal for hostile aerial actions against Israel, something 
which would mean war? 


[Answer] Libya might agree. 


(Question) Is infiltration of Israel by gliders, as happened several weeks 
ago, a one-time phenomenon or could it be a new method the terrorists will 
use? 

|Answer] This could be a one-time thing and it could be repeated. The 
terrorists are constantly trying to find ways to cross the border and move 
past our military configurations which, from their aspect, are almost 
impossible to penetrate. They are trying. The glider is one such strange 
measure; they tried and failed and did not manage to put their plot into 
operation. 


Question) About a month ago, the terrorists fired Katyusha rockets into the 
Jordan Valley, from Jordanian territory. Is this a one-time phenomenon or the 
opening of a new terrorist front inspired by Syria? 
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[Anawer| That wae 4 one-time event, but it could become a phenomenon, In the 
meantime the Jordaiians are trying to stop it, and often they succeed, However, 
the day may come when they will not succeed in stopping it and then the 
terrorist activity from within Jordanian territory will become a phenomenon, 
The Syrians are very interested in having the terrorists work from Jordanian 
territory, both in order to split our effort and to get Jordan involved, It 
could also be that the Syrians are using the terrorists against the Jordanian 
regime because of the tense relations between them, 


[Question] After the establishment of PLO offices in Al-‘Arish, terrorist 
activity in the Gaza Strip has increased, What is the extent of this activity 
and are the Egyptians giving them any aid? 


[Answer] I do not know whether there is any PLO activity in Egyptian terri- 
tory but there are infiltrations into the Gaga Strip from Sinai and there 

is activity inside the Gaga Strip. I do not know what is the role of the 
PLO offices in Egypt and Al~-'‘Arish in this activity. The Egyptians are 
working w.th us on this issue, and I think that hey are cooperating with 
us. I have no precise data as to how they are doing this from their terri- 
tory, but there are constant contacts with them. 


[Question] United States groups recently put forward the idea of cooperation 
in the strategic sphere between the United States, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan 
and Israel. Does s.mething like this appear realistic to you? 


(Anewer}] In my opinion, it does not appear realistic. But peace with Egypt 
was also unrealistic until some time ago, but one day it became realistic. 
The idea of strategic cooperation may be a dream that will become reality 
one day and it may be a castle in Spain. 

[Question] Would you welcome such a dream coming true? 


[Answer} That depends on the price and what we would have to pay for such a 
dream. If we remain as we are, i would welcome it. 


CSO: 4805/195 
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INTERVLEV WITH NORTHERN COMMANDER ON LEBANON 
TA2ZOL735 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 17 Apr 61 pp 5, 6, 7 Weekend Supplement 


{interview with Israeli Commander of the Northern Com ind, Maj Gen Avigdor 
Ben-Gal by Nahum Barne'a on 12 April; place not given) 


[Excernpt) If one can talk about a Lebanese lobby in the high echelons of our 
defense establishment--in other words, the schools favoring support to the 
greatest extent to the Christians in Lebanon, up to the threshold of a 
military confrontation with Syria, one of their chie’ spokesmen would be 

Major General Ben-Gal. So is_ghe chief of staff, of course. In an inter- 
view he gave me last Sunday, in the presence of IDF spokesman Brig Gen Ya'aqov 
Even, Ben-Gal talked about the need for wide Israeli support--albeit controlled-- 
for the Christians, with the hope that they would succeed in taking over the 
entire country. He talked against the partitioning of Lebanon. He believes 
that the establishment of Christian cantons in areas where there is a Christian 
majority and Muslim cantons where the population is predominantly Muslim 

would lead to a Syrian takeover of the south, where the majority is Shi'ite. 
Ben-Gal is not happy with the plan to set up a French force to enter northern 
Lebanon under the aegis of the United Nations. Such a force could, according to 
him, work hand in hand with the Syrians and effect a partitioning of the 
country. He is worried about the activity of the new UNIFIL commander, 

General Callaghan. According to him, Callaghan is doing well [passage censored 
by the military censor] in trying to take control over the south. [passage 
censored). He takes issue with talk about a "northern mafia” in the IDF 
General Staff, or insinuations about the existence of “a Haddad party,” which 
supports Major Haddad beyond the license granted by the directives issued by 
Jerusalem. He emphasized that he follows to the letter along the northern 
border all the government orders. 


Question: Since 1967 there has been an argument over the territories. The 
IDF is instructed to carry out missions of an occupation army. Do these 
duties not weaken the army and involve it in a public dispute? 


Answer: This is not the point. The army does not feel, nor do I personally 
feel, that we are an occupation army, or an army that deals with police or 
militia activity, even though we do it. This constitutes a very small 
portion of the activity, even if civilians who observe the army from this 
vantagepoint think that this is the main bulk of the action. 








The army--in Judaea and Samaria, in Gaga and in the Jordan Rift Valley--regards 
itself first of all as an army that is present in those areas for reasons of 
national security, not to play policeman, What does the phrase national 
defense considerations mean? It means that for daily military reasons, and 
for tactical and strategic reasons, the IDF's presence there is essential, even 
if there were no Arab population there, The problem is not of policing, but 
security, and the distinction must be drawn, Policing means maintaining order, 
guarding the individual, Security means maintaining the integrity and whole- 
ness of the country. 


Question: Does the presence of civilian population in those areas not lead 
to think that we would have done better to leave them alone, precisely for 
reasons of the security of the state? 


Answer: No, heaven forbid. I am a believer in greater Israel. Not for 
nationalistic or religious reasons, but for security-military reasons. 
Despite the difficulty caused by the existence of hostile populace--in part, 
and it will become more hostile in the future--we must face the problem. 
{censored passage } 


Yes, | believe in this, But then one must not be led to believe that 
Yanosh ([Ben-Gal's nickname] is a revisionist [follower of Ze'ev ‘abotinsky]. 
There are people who believe that I have a picture over the piano in my 
house of Jabotinsky wearing a Jewish legion cap. 


Question: Do you have a piano at home? 
Answer: Yes, 1 do. 


Question: Let us turn to Lebanon. This week, a French-American proposal 
was raised to dispatch French forces to Lebanon in some UN framework. In 
your opinion, would such a plan serve the Israeli interest? 


Answer: This is a problem that is not easy to answer. It is not a case 

of a clear cut yes or no, black or white. I would say the following, in 

a not-completely thought-out manner: I think this is a good move, provided 
it leads to the removal of the Syrian Army or to weakening its hold on 
Lebanon. Such a move would also have a humanitarian advange: I believe 
it would provide a guarantee for the physical existence of the Christian 
community and individuals. 


So much for the points in favor, in an interim phrasing. The major dis- 
advantage is the fear, based on experience, that things would not proceed 

the way I would like them to--the fear that there would be either agreement 

or understanding between chat force and the Syrians, seeing that the Syrians 
are the dominant power. In a force under the auspices of the United Nations, 
obviously the United States would not be dominant, but rather the Islamic 
world, the Third World and the Eastern Bloc. This is our basic problem 
vis-a-vis the United Nations. The United Nations serves the national interests 
of the countries controlling it. 
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Question: What ie our interest in defending the Christians along the 
Lebanese border’ What are che rules of the game? 


Anewer) In order to explain this, I would have to give a brief survey of 
Lebanon, Lebanon is the only one of the countries with which we share a 
border that is not stable politically. Our goal, as I see it, is to influence, 
via "assets" in Lebanon, the shaping of its nature, The way to do so is 
through cooperation with the Christian minority. Had there been no Christians 
in Lebanon we would have had no case, Therefore, if I have a partner with 

a political interest identical to mine, it would be a crime and sin not to 
cooperate with it. The Christians want help for their continued existence. 
They regard themselves as a political patriotic elite and they want to shake 
off the occupation and establish a Christian Lebanon. We, too, want a 
Christian Lebanon, one not hostile and clean of the Syrian Army. 


the only country that serves as the host of the PLO's military alignment is 
Lebanon, In my view the Palestinian movement should be nipped in the bud. 
Politically, I mean, I do not accept the conception that the Palestinian 
movement is a must. The Palestinian force that would win is the force that 
would find the golden mean, the compromise, and we must fight the Palestinian 
movement until that force wins and after it changes its character and, on the 
ruins of the PLO, another entity will emerge with which it would be possible 
to make an agreement. We must not break. 


The Christians’ interest regarding the Palestinian issue is identical to ours. 
The PLO is one of their greatest problems. The Muslims in Lebanon are a 
silent majority. If there is agreement in Lebanon, I predict that one of 

the conditions would be the removal of the PLO. Just as Israel cannot survive 
with a PLO state alongside it, so is the case with Lebanon, 


Question: 1 do not understand: Are you comparing our power against the PLO 
to that of the Christians in Lebanon? 


Answer: Ido not want always to live by my sword. When you have a PLO 
stat® next to you, you must, for the sake of your own survival, depend on 
the army. 


Question: What is our red line regarding the Christians? 


Answer: The Christian camp is currently united in the military sense, 
backing Bashir Jumayyil, but it is not united in its political world view. 
There is a Christian camp that says that they should go along with Israel; 
there is a smaller camp that believes that the dominant factor in everything 
that happens or does not happen in Lebanon is the Syrian state. 


My fear is that if we do not extend sufficient aid to the Christians--and I 
am in favor of controlled action, at the timing propitious to us--the camp 
maintaining that rapprochement with Syria should begin would have the upper 
hand. This is a sort of hint at a red line, almost an abstract line. And 
then a movement may rise that would grow closer to the Syrians and reach an 
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agreement with them that would say that the Syrians would provide guarantees 
for the physical existence and the independence of Lebanon and then Lebanon 
would be divided into a Christian state and a Muslim atate, Everywhere 
there is a Muslim majority, there will be Muslim cantons, which--I fear-- 
will be teeming with Syrians. The southern part of Lebanon is predominantly 
Shi'ite and hence part of the Syrian protectorate, 


In such a partition, the PLO establishment would concentrate on the Muslim 
side, and its power would grow. In the event of a war between us and 
Syria, thie would be a golden opportunity for Syria to prepare an offensive 
against Israel both from the Golan Heights and from Lebanon. 


Question: but is there no opposite theory, saying that the Syrians have 
got so deeply entangled in Lebanon that their option of opening war against 
Israel has greatly decreased? 


Answer: You know, I do not really accept this, We all exaggerate. The truth 
lies somewhere in the middle, I am not saying that it is convenient to be 

an occupation army in Lebanon, but it has many advantages. The only Syrian 
achievement to which they can point, following the signing of peace with 
Egypt, after the Muslim brotherhood shook the regime from within, after the 
games of threats between Jordan and Syria, is the one in Lebanon. 


Question: Should we regard the Syrian takeover of Lebanon a Casus belli? 


Answer: I do not believe in a casus belli or a red line. Most red lines 
remained red lines until the moment when a decision had to be taken as to 
what to do about them. The moment the time came to decide whether or not to 
implement the implications of the term red line, the decision was to erase 
the red line. Such a move is logical and normal in a democratic country. 

i am not criticizing. A democratic state like Israel makes extremist 
decisions such as require it to take military action, only when forced 
against the wall. 1 would have done the same. A casus belli is the point 
where you become convinced that there is a direct threat to your population. 





Israel's correct decisions were made when it had no choice or when it 
misconstrued the enemy's intentions and drew the conclusion that it had 
no alternative. On the eve of the 6-Day War, the conception was that 
Egypt was going to go to war with us. Today it transpires that this was 
probably a misconception. Al-Nasir only had in mind a deterring move. 
The result was fabulous: that is when we created the asset with the help 
of which he signed the peace agreement with Egypt. 


In Lebanon there still exists the option to play the games in such a way 
so as not to force us to take powerful action (against Syria). The 
possibility that Syria would partition Lebanon and turn it into a pro- 
tectorate constitutes the early buds of the red line, the casus belli. 
This can still be prevented. Now you argue that I basically desire this 
because I believe that Israel's better decisions were made under pressure. 
I say that this is true, but to aspire to this would be machiavellian and 
foolish. 


33 





Question: Was the Zahlah affair not a military error committed by the 
Christiane? 


Anewer: What can | tell you? | would not like to criticize the Christians 

in the papers, There is a problem, the problem of the weak power facing a 
strong army like the Syrian Army, and that is: What is the Limit of provoca- 
tion. Beyond what point do you risk a flareup that would bring about a defeat? 


There is something elee: If the Chisstians enter into a stalemate and only 
maintain the current situation without attempting to ecore achievements, they 
may become weak, Military initiatives are justified even for their 
psychological-domeatic and political<international effects. It would be 

very easy to effect a lull of 3 years now and the whole world would then forget 
that the Christiane existed, 


Question: Are we not losing our last friends in Western Europe due (9 the 
tension between the IDF and UNIFIL? 


Answer: 1 do not believe we are losing friends. The European policy is not 
determined by our attitude toward the European countries’ soldiers in southern 
Lebanon. It would be both naive and childish to think so, 


Question: But does our policy in southern Lebanon compel us to "do bad?" Why 
did we agree to station friendly forces there? 


Answer: First of all, the United Nations was forced upon us. Secondly, 
the European governments have been using UNIFIL for propaganda, to persuade 
their public to support their policies. i also think that if the Norwegian 
and Dutch soldiers returned home with tales about the wonders of the State 
of Israel, even then the policy would not change. Moreover, I claim that 
there is a gross exaggeration in the European prese regarding our attitude 
toward UNIFIL. The truth is of no interest to them. 


it is not only Haddad that inflicts harm upon UNIFIL; the PLO causes no less 
damage, perhaps more. But the PLO is good. The Europeans regard it as a 
matical liberation movemert, an underdog that is fascinating to the liberal 
left. They see their energy problems through this prism. Thev never came 
out against the PLO, The question is to what extent you take public opinion 
into account. If there are things that are a security interest to us, we 
should not decide upon them according to what people in Europe say. 


Question: In your opinion, did the IDF not commit errors in regard to UNIFIL? 


Answer: The question is not whether or not mistakes were made, but whether 
there was any other choice. I think there was no other choice. The UN's 
interests and ours contradict each other. Three years after the Litani opera- 
tion--which I supported anc the fruits of which we are enjoying to this very 
day--one can sum up and say that the rules of the game between UNIFIL and the 
terrorists have been set, and they mainly serve the terrorists. The UN's 
entry was one of the major drawbacks of the Litani operation. Our freedom 











of action Viewaevis the terrorists was severely curtailed, and they learned 
how to take advantage of it. Inside UNIFIL territery, the terrorists have 
ah extra-territorial statue, There are several hundred of them there, 


Question: Major Naddad from time to time hints that he is growing impatient, 
le the HWaddad=-like policy viable? 


Anewer: 1 believe it has the capacity to survive for a long time, There 
have been many prophets of doom who predicted the fall of southern Lebanon 
region since the emergence of the enclaves in 1976, Since then, 5 years 
have ;aseed. As iong ae the State of lerae] regards the southern Lebanon 
region a8 af asset, it will continue to exist, 


| have great appreciation for Haddad, I admire him as « person, He really 
is 4 patriot, am honest man, a sincere person who is facing tremendous 
preseure, We is a major whe had been kicked out of his army, againet which 
4 legal suit is standing for treason, but who ie morally clean-<-he did not 
make 4 profit, although many have become rich-<he has honor, dignity. He 
says: 1 am no part of lerael nor of the United States. He refuses to 
receive orders from the IDF, and I respect him for it. I would not like 
him to be a puppet. 


Haddad does his job out of belief, out of a national feeling. That is why 
1 believe in his ability to function. UNIFIL tried to bribe him 2 years 
ago. The Lebanese are prepared to put him on trial or give him money so 
that he can leave for Canada or eleewiere. He can come to Israel today and 
say: | am sick and tired; give me mone and I will settle in Haifa. 


If anything should happen to Haddad, if he is assassinated--and some people 
have been trying to take hie life all the time--as long as Israel continues 
to regard him as an interest, the area of southern Lebanon would continue 
to exist. Another leadership would arise inetead of Haddad. 


if lerael had ecuf fered what Haddad has been experiencing in terms of artillery 
and Katyusha attacks, it would long ago have gone to war. That is why I say: 
Bravo to them. Haddad knows that we will not let him fall. He knows we are 
behind him. If tomorrow the Dutch or the Nocwegians or the Nigerians assault 
him, he will shoot at then. 


Question: Does the activity of the new UNIFTL commander, General Callaghan, 
change the rules of the game in southern Lebanon? 


Anewer: Callaghan is a clever and devious officer, who knows us well and 
plays with us in the most clever manner. He tries to enter 4 vacuum. 
Callaghan wants to realize his mandate to the end and take control over the 
area up to the international border. I claim that there is another part to 
his mandate: to prevent the terrorists from entering in the area. You cannot 
fulfill the one without the other; it is one entity. So do not be the strong 
one over the weak, over Haddad, I tell him. First be the strong man among 
the strong. 








So what dues he say! te saye that everything that happens within UNIFIL- 
controlled areas is his problem, The terrorists are his problem, and I 
should not intervene, Everything within Haddad's area is also his problem, 
That ie part of his appointment, His principle ie: whatever is mine is 
mine, and what is yours is also mine, 


Question: Have Callaghan's actions surprised you? 


Anewer: Il was amazed by his straightforwardness and his political outlook, 
Callaghon views the problem like a general who has a mission to fulfill, which 
he intende to carry out. He wants to do the easy job over my back, over 
lerael's back, 


uestion: Lt seems that the gimmick of moving Lebanese army to southern 
Lebanon, under UN protection, did not succeed? 





Anewer: Why not’ As jong as the government of Israel does not state that 
the movement of the Lebanese army stands in contradiction to our interests, 
the process will continue, And it does. Now they intend to move 1,500 
Lebanese troops to the south, Thies is a Lebanese-Shi'ite army. They will 
form friendly ties with the Shi'ite villages. The Shi'ites in the south 

are at present pro-Haddad, because they follow--in general--the strong. The 
moment officers and soldiers representing Lebanese sovereignty come to 

them, the unity of southern Lebanon will begin to disintegrate. 


Question: But this is legitimate’ 


Answer: Certainly it is legitimate. But then we do have to agree to it? 

i mintain that Callaghan is superemart. He is the man who is pressuring 
Sarkis to bring a Lebanese daddy to the south. The Syrians do not object 
because it is convenient for them to have the Lebanese Army stationed in 
the south rather than the north. The PLO--which one was against-<s imi larly 
changed its mind, because it is convinced that the Lebanese army will serve 
ite interests, 


Question: There are those who claim that the IDF northern command takes an 
independent policy toward northern Lebanon. 


Anewer: This charge ie groundless. I have legitimate differences from time 
to time, and I fight for my views. This is my right and obligation. However, 
il carry out the policy of the authorized institutions, word for word. 


CSO: 4805/194 





ISKARL 


MILITARY INDUSTRIES OFFICIAL INTERVIEWED ON ARMS PRODUCTION 
TA291306 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1100 GMT 29 Apr 81 


[Interview wilh managing director of Israeli Military Industries, Mikha'el Shor 
by military correspondent Shmu'el Tal on 29 April; place not given--recorded] 


[Text] (Question) Mikha'el Shor, which item from the long list of various 
items which the military industries have been manufactur‘ng is defined as an 
extraordinary success story’ 


|Anewer) I would venture to say that we have quite a few items that cun be 
called successful, but no doubt, in the last few years, special success was 
scored by the shell designed for a 105-mm tank gun barre!--called a kinetic 
energy shell, or an arrowhead shell--that has been produced for 2 years. 
What is special about this shell in terme of its technical performance is 
that it marke very precise hits at 4 relatively long range and it hase a 
superb penetrating capability; and we are talking about several tens of 
centimeters in a tank's armor. 


(Question) I have heard that many countries are standing in line to purchase 
this shell. is this so? 


|Anewer| I would say that we have a rather large market and many options 
to sell it, and it is indeed sold, in countries relatively very developed, 
which have their own military industries. I can explain thie success by 
pointing to the outstanding technical characteristics of the shell, by its 
relatively low price and its availability. In other words, in order to 
succeed in such sales, we have to be, in general, faster in meeting supply 
dates, cheaper in our prices and better in terms of quality. 


[Question] Mr Shor, in your opinion, can the military industries quickly 
close the gaps in stockpiles, after a war like the Yom Kippur War, for 


example? 


[Anewer) As far as this is concerned, there is absolutely no doubt that those 
gaps could be closed in a most reasonable period of time by placing orders 
with the military industries. The only drawback is certainly budgetary, 
rather [than] in the industries’ production capability. 


[Quest’on) And during a war? 
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|Anewer) in our opinion, a war should be conducted with those pieces of arma 
and ammunition available in the arsenals when the war breaks out, The con= 
tribution that can be given in the course of a war is significant, but not 
Crucial, im other words, the wear and tear and the use of means of warfare 
during « @odern war, as we experienced in the Yom Kippur War, is eo large 
that fe industry ia the world would be capable of producing in the course 

of 1 day of fighting 4 quantity equal to that used by the various forces, 


(Question) How long did it take the military industries to make up for the 
losses incurred during the Yom Kippur War, for instance? 


\Anewer) That was 4 process that one could, roughly, say continued for 
between | and 2 years, on the average. 


(Question) Mr Shor, beyond the successful sales, and the impressive orders 
the industries have been receiving, there is no doubt in my mind that the 
fact that lerael has become an arms producer and supplier=--of the largest 
ecale--has, @ore than once, troubled you. How do you resolve the conflict, 
so to speak, between lerael and its special history and the reality it lives 
in and production and export of lethal arms on a large scale, and not always 
to countries that can be termed the cradle of culture and progress’ 


\Anewer) No doubt this question scares any thinking person. With my educa- 
tion and background, I quite often debate such problem. But as a public 
service employee, my reply is that this is first of all a political question 
that is of imterest to tho political echelon. It is inconceivabie that in a 
democratic, organized state, anyone but the cabinet itself could make 
decisions om this. And this, indeed, is the way it is done. As a citizen, 
I frequently entertain doubts about whether or not the country which we 
supply with arms is an ideal country, but then if I think about Israel's 
special predicament, fighting for its existence, I think that the production 
capability and specialization we have should be taken advantage of. This 
should be used both to fortify our security and to strengthen our economy. 
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‘HA'ARETZ' COMMENTATOR ON U.S. ARMS POR EGYPT 
TAIOL254 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 30 Apr 61 p 13 


{commentary by Yo'el Marcus: "Weapons From the United States to Egypt-- 
Age inet Whom") 


[Text] Anyone who returns from the United States these days or listens to 
the voices coming from there is impressed by the improved atmosphere toward 
Israel. And, really, the arch-philosopher of the Palestinian issue in 
several administrations, Harold Saunders, who, from an Ieraeli viewpoint, 
was the devil's advocate, hae been dismissed from his post. And anyone 
who is anyone in the new administration is not sparing with words that 

are pleasant to Israeli ears. The terrorists are finally being called by 
their name. And we are not being condemned for every settlement and every 
bombing in Lebanon. After Mr Reagan expressed dissatisfaction with the 
term “strategic asset,” Israel, in the blink of an eye, was raised in rank 
and now it is an “ally.” Mr Paige did not even need special approval from 
the White House to examine this blownup term, which we know so well 

(De Gaulle also called us an “ally,” remember?) This administration, in 
which the relaxed and nonchalent [last word in English] atmosphere of 

the U.S. West is prevalent, does not make a big deal over words. Anyone 
who remembers how scrupulous Messrs Vance and Saunders were in choosing 
words, and there wae no phrase that was not weighed 100 times before it 
appeared in a public announcement, can form the impression that the Reagan 
administration hands out words with largesse. Not only because of the 
president's even temperament, but also as tranquillizers for himself and 
for lerael, until he decides what will be done with the “ally” on this side 
of the River Jordan. 


At this stage, in a period of interregnum in Israel, on the one hand, and 
lack of clarity in Washington as .o how to advance the peace process, on the 
other, it is strikingly apparent that Reagan's administration has not yet 
formulated any sort of political program for a solution to the Israeli-Arab 
conflict. In view of this, at least, it seems to me that our joy is too 
premature. The basic points of dispute between us and the United States 
have not disappeared, they are waiting to float to the surface, sooner or 
later. During this period when Israel is being left alone, and while it 

is being flattered with warm words, the United States is implementing an 
active policy in our area which, in the long range, can jeopardize Israel's 
security. And all this without asking it, without taking its advice and 
confronting it with faite accomplis. 





The decision which wes undoubtedly made by the highest level in Washington 
appears to be unambiguoue==te arm the Arab countries who want to be incor- 
porated into the anti-Sovie. ‘ployment with the beat of the modern weapons, 
And what is even greater: to . ‘tld a military infrastructure for these 
countries=-large, modern airfields, sophisticated deterrent systems, camps 
and sorties which will aleo justify increasing U.S. presence in these 
couctrtes=-which, im the long run, will restrict Lerael's military freedom 
of action, if the need arises for military action, In this way, in fact, 
Reagan has gone far beyond the Carter administration, and, | fear, without 
iis having had the time or the desire to weigh the implications this policy 
will heve in the course of time, Carter at least made the supply of arms 
and military aid dependent on support or acceptance of the peace process and 
imposed certain restrictions both as regards the quantities of arme and 
their quality, These restrictions are now missing. 


Although, formally, a role has also been assigned to Israel in the anti- 
Soviet operational deployment, it is apparent that it will play the role 

of the one with handsome titles alone. The die has been cast, according 

to all the signs, for U.S. friendship with the Arab world, And this is 

being carried out speedily and energetically. I do not remember an 
administration that, despite congressional opposition, permitted itself to 
make a public statement of its decision by hook or by crook [last five words 
in English] to give sophisticated, offensive weapons to Saudi Arabia. And, 
since, in the estimation of experts, this is the tip of the iceberg, The Begin 
government made a grave mistake in deciding, for narrow electoral considera- 
tions, to avoid a sharp fight against the administration over a "case" that 
eo shrieks to the heavens. This is how the absurd situation has been created 
that congressmen are worrying about Israel's security more than Israel itself. 
Fortune favors fools. 


if Israel continues to conduct a struggle that appears more like an acceptance 
than a war, against what appears to be a change in U.S. policy, it should not 
be surprised if it suddenly finds itself in the near future faced with moves 
ala Saudi Arabia in Egypt and Jordan, too, both of which border on Israel. 
Under the shade of peace with Egypt, the arc lamps of publicity are not 

aimed at Alexandria Port, where ships carrying modern U.S. weapons have 
already been unloading since the beginning of the year. It is a fact that 

the supply dates were brought forward, the aim being to send about 2,000 

tanks and armored personnel carriers into Egypt within 5 years. With the aid 
of these and the Phantoms and the F-16 planes, tow missiles, television bombs, 
sophisticated air missiles, parachute equipment and now, too, four Hawkeye 
radar-intelligence planes--the Egyptian Army is going through a systems 
revolution, In the view of experts, the Egyptian Army will be similar to the 
IDF in character within 5 years. Armored, with a high mobility capability 
(with the addition of mechanized infantry divisions and armor) and with a 
high capability for indepth action. 


Al-Sadat's aim, at the beginning of the peace process, to receive from the 
United States “everything Israel has," has turned into a modest wish in view 
of the Reagan administration's interest in turning Egypt into a part of the 











defense deployment for the sources of of], This means that the United States 
will build bases in Egypt, improve ite army by training and joint maneuvers 
(it ie estimated that there will be 1,000 U.S. advisers in Egypt by the end 
of this year). At the same time, the United States is working to develop 
the technological standards of the Egyptian military industry, There is no 
doubt that Egypt is standing on the edge of a new breakthrough in the 
deepening of its relations with the United States, 


This possible development, which began with the willingness to send arms 
into Saudi Arabia, set off a warning light in Israel. Thies is for two 
reasons: Firet, the nonlinking of the arms deal with moderation on the 
Palestinian issue will bring Saudi Arabia and Jordan into a more extremist 
position, As for Egypt, nobody knows what it will do with all the weapons 
and the improved army in the event of a change of regime in Egypt. The 
maneuvers in the Mittla passes do not seem to be a defense of the oil lines 
in the Persian Gulf. Secondly, the deeper the military cooperation between 
the Avab countries and the United States, it is reasonable to assume the 
stronger their influence on setting U.S. policy toward a solution to the 
Israeli-Arab conflict, in a form more convenient for the Arab thesis. 


in view of these dangers, Israel's lack of action, which is being interpreted 
as acceptance, is a blunder which cannot be passed over. Israel's guardian, 
about whom it is the custom to say that he neither sleeps nor slumbers, is 
these days enjoying the improved verbal atmosphere coming from Washington, 
while serious facts are being determined around us. It is difficult to under- 


stand the lack of alertness and our complacency in view of the dangerous 
turn in U.S. policy. 


CSO; 4805/195 

















GOVERNMENT POLICY LN LEBANON CRITICIZED 
TA281654 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 28 Apr 61 p 5 
{[Editorial: “The North and the South") 


{Text} if lerael does have a policy in Lebanon, it cannot be said that it 
is perceivable. The Syrians seek to change the status quo in Lebanon by 
seizing control over the Christian strongpoints in Lebanon. 


The Israeli Air Force, on the other hand, is attacking the terrorist armor 
concentrations ever more strongly. 


It is difficult to see a direct link between these activities, and it is no 
less difficult to see in the Israeli actions--justified as they may be--an 
answer to the Syrian attempt to whittle down the strongholds of the 
Christians and harrass them in areas of their chief concentrations. 


The war against the terrorists must, admittedly, go on but what is, neverthe- 
less, Israel's answer to the Syrian attempt to create new facts in the 
mountains where the Christians fortified themselves? Could it be that such 
an answer does not exist? 


The impression is growing that the notorious "red line," which was never 
drawn on any map but which played an important role in curbing the Syrian's 
appetite, has been transferred to the south, or may have perhaps ceased to 
exist. Israel has probably made a complete division between what is 
happening in the north anc what is occurring in the south. In the face of 
the terrorist shellings an! Katyusha launchings, which sporadically also hit 
Israeli areas, a very rigorous stand has been adopted. The Syrian attempt 
to bite off some of the Christian strongholds in the north has met with no 
proper reaction. 


The reluctance of reaching a direct confrontation with the Syrian army can 

be understood. That army has so far abstained from interfering with develop- 
ments in southern Lebanon (even though Syrian planes did take to the air 
during Israeli Air Force attacks), but it apparently expects that Israel, 

for ite part, will give a free hand to the Syrian forces attacking the 
"French room," that mountain stronghold that may exercise control over a major 
part of Christian-held territory. 
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Meanwhile, the Syrians are considerably improving their positions in Lebanon, 
They are creating a new reality that won't be easily revoked, Meanwhile, 


they are deducing from Israel's silence that in northern Lebanon they may 
do whatever they like, 


However, can a division be applied to those two wars? Will Israel not be 


hurt if the whole of Lebanon becomes an area conquered and controlled by 
Syria? 


CSO: 4805/195 
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POLLS ON FLNANCE MINISTER'S POLICIES, REAGAN 
TA240728 Jerusalem POST in English 24 Apr 61 p ° 


[Report by political correspondent Mark Segal: "Most Voters Unewayed by 
Aridor's Policies, Poll Finds") 


(Text] lel Aviv--Finance Minister YoramAridor's election eve policies have 
not influenced the politice’ preferences of 83 percent of the voters, 
according to the JERUSALEM POST April poll. 


The poll was conducted by the Modi'in Research Centre among a representative 
sample of 1,237 adults. 


The sample was asked, "Have the economic steps taken by Finance Minister 
Yoram Aridor changed your attitude towards the Likud?” 


While 7.5 percent said they would not switch to the Likud as a result of 
Aridor's policies, another 5 percent said that they had intended to vote 
for the Likud but had now changed their mind. 


A sizeable 59.3 percent said that Aridor's policy had not influenced them, 
as they had not intended to vote for the Likud. However, 23.2 percent said 
they had intended voting for the Likud in any case. 





Analysis of the results indicates that those influenced by Aridor's policies 
and have swung over to the Likud include a higher proportion of voters from 
lower socioeconomic groups. Contrariwise, most of those higher up the 
socioeconomic scale claimed that their views had remained unchanged. 


In another poll more Israelis were found to consider former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter a greater friend of Israel than President Ronald Reagan. 


This emerged from the POST poll conducted by the Modi'in Ezrahi Research 
Centre among a representative sample of 1,237 adults. 


The comparable "friendship ratings” were (in percentages): 


Carter Reagan 
Very friendly 6.8 3.6 
Friendly 30.0 25.3 
Middling 399.3 39.0 
Not very much 12.0 12.1 
Not at all 10,1 4,4 
Undecided 1,8 15.6 


In gereral, more Likud supporters tended to be pro-Reagan than were Labour supporters. 


CSO: 4820/313 
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TEN PERCENT OF ISRAELIS TO BE ABROAD ON ELECTION DAY 
TA271111 Jerusalem POST in English 27 Apr 61 pp 1, 2 


[Report by political correspondent Mark Segal: "Ten Percent of Electorate Will Be 
Abroad on June 30") 


[Text] Tel Avive-Nearly 10 percent of the electorate will be out of the 
country on June 30, Knesset polling day, according to a poll conducted for 
the JERUSALEM POST. Moat affected will be the Labour Party, the Likud and 
the citizens rights movement, Travel agents point out that June 30 marke 
the end of the off-season prices. 


The high probability of 10 percent of the voters being abroad on election 
day is likely to sound alarm bells in the campaign headquarters of both 
Labour and Likud. In a JERUSALEM POST interview with Labour's Yosi Sarid 
and the Likud's Roni Milo, they concurred that the battle will centre on 
five to 10 seats which will decide which of the two parties forms the 
next government. 


The poll conducted by the Modi'in Ezrahi Applied Research Centre among a 
representative selection of 1,237 adults, asked: "Do you intend to be 
abroad on election day?" Some 9.9 percent responded in the affirmative. 


Centre director Sara Shemer said that an analysis of the results indicates 
that these absentee voters make up 17.4 percent of the [word indistinct] 
vote, 10.6 percent of Labour, 7.8 percent of the Likud, 1.1 percent of 
National Religious Party supporters and 11 percent of the undecided bloc 
ef voters, on which Moshe Dayan's Telem list bases its hopes of electoral 
success, 


Shemer said that a “profile” of such an absentee voter indicates someone 
middle-aged (41-60), middle-ircome, Western and secular. 


Ron Finkel of the Albany Tours Travel Agency told the POST that for some 
israelis going abroad, the cifference between leaving before June 30 and 
after July 10 could be as high as $500 for a couple. Finkel also pointed 
to a travel advertisement in last Friday's QOL HA'IR Jerusalem weekly, 
which read: "Go before election day, you never know what might happen 
afterwards." He reported an increase in overseas bookings of 15 to 20 per- 
cent this year compared to 1980, 


A similar estimate came from Diesenhaus Tours general manager [name indistinct] 
Friedman who also spoke of a 20 percent rise in bookings over last year. He 
said that the difference between the off-season and high-season price levels 
was between 10 and 15 percent. 
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ISRAEL 


LABOR ECONOMLCS AS HAVING 'EDGE' OVER LIKUD'S 
TAL11208 Jerusalem POST in Fnglish 21 Apr 81 p 3 
[JERUSALEM POST Poli: "Labour Economics Have Edge") 


[Text] Tel Aviv--Labour's economic team has the edge over that of the Likud, 
according to the latest JERUSALEM POST poll conducted by the Modi'in Ezrahi 
Applied Research Centre, 


A sample of 1,237 adults was asked for its opinion on the suitability of 
the Labour economic team of Hayim Ben-Shahar, Naftali Blumenthal and 

Gad Ya'aqobi versus the Likud's Finance Minister Yoram Aridor, Housing 
Minister David Levi, and Trade, Industry and Tourism Minister Gid'on Pat. 


About two-thirds (62.5 percent) of the people questioned thought the Labour 
team was suitable in various degrees--6.4 percent "very suitable," 

28.9 percent “suitable” and "27.2 percent "so-so." On the other hand, 

the Likud team received a total of 54.9 percent on the positive side--7.6 per- 
cent “very suitable,” 24.8 percent "suitable" and 22.5 percent "so-so." 


When it came to “unsuitability,” Labour's team got off more lightly than that 

of the Likud--27.7 percent thought Labour's team "not suitable" (17.8 "unsuitable" 
and 9.9 "very unsuitable"). This compared to a 40.9 percent rating for the 
unsuitability of the Likud team (28.8 "“unsuitable"). Some 9.8 percent were 

unable to answer on the Labour team, and 4.2 for the Likud. 


The polls showed that the Labour team enjoyed the strongest support among 
middle and upper income groups, while the Likud team had its strongest backing 
among the lower strata income groups. 


The alignment meanwhile, has set up an "economic organizatior: ° varters” 


to reach an estimated 250,000 to 30,000 "floating voters." mu equarters 
is headed by MK Me‘ir ‘Amit. 
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ISRAEL 


POLL SHOWS BEGIN, PERES WITH EQUAL PUBLIC SUPPORT 
TAL70634 Jerusalem POST in English 17 Apr 81 pp 1, 2 


[Report by political correspondent Mark Segal: "Begin, Peres Tie for 
Votes for Premier in POST Poll"] 


[Text] Tel Aviv--Prime Minister Menahem Begin and Labour Party Chairman 
Shimon Peres run neck and neck for the post of the next prime minister in 
the public opinion poll conducted this month by the JERUSALEM POST. In 
January 1981, Peres was well ahead of Begin. 


Both Yitzhaq Rabin and Moshe Dayan have taken a nosedive for the top cabinet 
position. 


MK Abba Eban (Labour) is well ahead of incumbent Foreign Minister Yitzhaq 
Shamir in the poll. 


Agriculture Minister Ari'el Sharon and former defence minister ‘'Ezer Weizman 
are in the lead for the defence portfolio. 


Finance Minister Yoram Aridor's stock has soared in the poll which was con- 
ducted just before Prof. Hayim Ben-Shahar was named Labour's shadow minister. 


Shmu'el Tamir is favoured for justice minister, far ahead of incumbent 
Moshe Nisim. 


From 1/3 to 1/2 of those asked were undecided on whom to pick for the top 
cabinet posts. 


The above information emerges from the April poll conducted by the Modi'in 
Ezrahi Applied Research Centre among a representative sample of 1,237 adults. 
(All replies are given in percentages.) 


Question: Who is beat suited to be prime minister? 





April "81 Jan. 81 Oct. 80 
Menahem Begin 23.7 17.0 22.7 
Shimon Peres 23.7 24.6 12.1 
Yitzhaq Rabin 9.6 14,5 24.4 
Moshe Dayan 4.4 5.0 2.6 
'Ezer Weizman 2.1 2.7 2.7 
Others 4.7 8.5 8.6 
Undecided 28.2 27.7 26.9 
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Analysis of the results shows Begin's constant support among the traditional 
Heruc constituency of groups lower down the socioeconomic scale, while Peres 
draws voters from all strata, 


Question: Who is beat suited to be foreign minister? 


April ‘81 Jan, 81 Oct, 80 
Abba Eban 23.5 27.0 25.3 
Yitzhaq Shamir 16 ..« 8.3 12,0 
Moshe Dayan 4.4 16.3 17.2 
Yitzhaq Rabin 3.8 2.2 1.5 
Others 7.2 10.5 10,6 
Undecided 35.2 33.7 M2 


Eban's strongest support comes from the upper socio-economic strata, the 
better educated and westerr communities. 


Question: Who is best suited to be defence minister? 





April ‘81 Jan. 81 Oct. 80 
Ari'el Sharon 19.2 22.9 19.3 
‘Ezer Weizman 16.2 19.8 28,4 
Yitzhaq Rabin 10.6 4.1 3.5 
Hayim Bar Lev 9.9 7.2 3.1 
Moshe Dayan 5.2 6.4 7.1 
Menahem Begin 2.9 -- -- 
Others 6.2 9.5 7.8 
Undecided 29.8 w.1 30.8 


An analysis of the results indicates Ari'el Sharon's strongest support 
derives from the Likud constituency at the lower end of the income, 
occupational and educational scale, and from the oriental communities, plus 
sabras. 





Question: Who is best suited to be finance minister? 








April ‘81 Jan. ‘81 Oct. 80 
Yoram Aridor 30.9 5.3 -- 
Ya'aqov Levinson 9.8 10.3 8.2 
Yiga'el Hurvitz 8.5 13.4 29.4 
Gad Ya‘ aqobi 3.5 2.1 2.2 
Naftali Blumenta! 2.0 1.4 -- 
Hayim Ben-Shahar 1.2 -- -- 
Others 2.3 12.5 12.7 
Undecided 42.1 55.0 57.5 
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ISRAEL 


JORDAN, PLO EXTEND ALD TO JERICHO IN WEST BANK 
TAZ 71340 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 27 Apr 81 p 3 
[Report by Yosef Teuri'el: “Jordan and the PLO: Jericho Deserves Aid") 


Text The Jordanian authorities and the PLO leadership have declared Jericho, 
a border town, worthy of special aid and have therefore allocated to it large 
sume of money to encourage Arab immigration into it and to improve public 
services there, 


it was reported by Arab sources that the Jordanian authorities as well as 
the PLO leadership have lately spoken a great deal of the need to strengthen 
the town of Jericho due to its nearness to Jordan and the pace of the Israeli 
activity in the area which is reflected in building new settlements, hoteles 
and plants for the production of solar energy. 


The tendency of Jordan and the PLO is to encourage Judaea, Samaria and Gaza 
Strip Arabe to move to live in Jericho. For this there is a program of 
preparing lands bordering on the deserted refugee camps and to enable families 
who so wish to build their houses there. 


The Supreme Musiim Council is also better organized today than in the past to 
allocate funde for the encouragement of Arab settlement in the Jericho area. 
A proposal has been raised to set up a children's institute in Jericho where 
children can both etudy and acquire a profession along the lines of the 

Musa al-‘Alami farm nearby. 


Jericho mayor ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Suwayti confirmed yesterday that his town has 
nearly 200,000 dinars in the Arab bank in Amman. With this huge sum he 
wants to build a school, pave roads, change the water and sewage system, 

and install modern lighting in the streets. However, according to the mayor, 
the military authorities are delaying approval of the plan. 


Security elements said in reaction to the mayor's claim that development plans 
are approved according to their urgency and vitality and in Jericho--a town of 
less than 20,000 inhabitants--there is no plan cailing for immediate imple- 
mentation. 
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ISRAEL 


EUROPY AN "TINVOLVEMENT' IN TERRITORIES EXAMINED 
TA2O1148 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 26 Apr 81 p 9 


[Commentary by Western Europe correspondent Daniye] Dagan: “Europe Has Been 
Penetrating Into the Territories") 


[Text] Brussele--European officials with an air of self-importance will 
communicate back and forth between Nabuluse and Hebron and between Qalqilyah 
and Jericho. They will converse with local notables and negotiate with the 
Palestinian local council activists. When their status or good intentions 
are doubted, they will pull out of their bage official EEC Commission papers 
and point out the educational and economic projects that have been estab- 
lished thanks to direct European aid. 


The West Bank and Gaza Strip military governors will debate the question of 
how to react to the new factor in the territories. Will Jerusalem look 
favorably on the European activity, or will it, rather, try to pile 
obstacles on the way of the officials from Brussels’ Will the Europeans 
themselves come to the territories with the aim of limiting their activity 
to only humanitarian and economic aid? Will they also try to advance 
marginal political goals? To what extent is there fear of a confrontation 
between the Isreeli administration and the European officials, represent ing 
a community of 10 free countries who reveal greater and greater active 
interest in the removal of Jerusalem from the territories? 


The above scenario has not yet materialized, but the Common Market Commission 
is currently painstakingly working out detailed plans that would provide the 
Europeans (as an organized community and no longer as individual countries 
only) a heightened foothold in the West Bank and the Gaga Strip. The spirit 
behind these plans is the person in charge of ties with the Third World on 
behalf of the EEC, Claude (Chesson). This French activist is a member of the 
socialist party and has been aspiring for the post of premiership should 
Francois Mitterand win the presidential election. 


(Chesson) is known for his reserved attitude toward Israel and for his efforts 
to boost the European policy of trying to make peace with extremist elements 
is. the Arab world. He enthusiastically supported the resumption of the 
Evropean-Arab dialogue, while boycotting Egypt and supported turning this 
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dialogue inte a political factor, in total contrast with the Kuropean policy 
in the past. To a large extent (Chesson) can be regarded as a representative 
of a known French way of thinking which supports the establishment of a 
second Palestinian state on the West Bank and in the Gaga Strip, but in 
effect objects to granting political independence to the peoples living in 
Corsica, Martinique and other French protectorates, 


My efforte to extract from official spokesmen for the EEC details on the 
European plans have encountered great difficulties, At firet 1 was told that 
the idea is to continue extending European aid to the refugees through UNRWA, 
When 1 pressed on, my int.rlocutors admitted that the Common Market is 
interested in giving more than just aid in the form of food supplies, as has 
been the practice some years now, Only in the course of extensive conversa- 
tions did it transpire that the commission in Brussele is initiating a direct 
participation in “various enterprises" in the West Bank and the Gaga Strip 
and that negotiations on this are already underway with "Palestinian and 
other elements.” | did not receive a direct answer to the question of whether 
or not the Palestinian elements mentioned also include the PLO, On the other 
hand, great paine were taken to emphasize to me several times that Egypt 

is also involved in the contacts, 


Ase can be learned, the reference is to financial participation, and perhaps 
even administration involvement in educational projects. The pians have been 
worked out in great secrecy, if not with total confidentiality. It can be 
gathered from unofficial background conversations that these constitute a 
pretentious--albeit very limited in scope--attempt to help establish "an 
independent Palestinian infrastructure” in the territories. My interlocutors 
emphasized the significance Brussels attributes to direct European aid, not 
through mediators or secondary elements. At the same time, they emphasized 
that this aid, if indeed extended, will be given in full coordination with 
all the elements involved, among them, of course, Israel. 


The very trend of direct European involvement in the territories has been 
accepted here as a continuation or complementation of the EEC's political 
initiatives connected to the Israeli-Arab conflict. The EEC is striving to 
adopt an official position that would overtly advocate the establishment 

of a second Palestinian state. This has come about since the leaders and 
prime minister of the Common Market approved a classified "working paper" 
specifying the details of such a possibility. Claude (Chesson) has been 
initiating and advancing a project that has not yet been approved by the 

most senior political echelon, but which, to a very large degree, fits 

in with the trends that can be observed among the EEC leaders. The man in 
charge of ties with developing countries in the EEC Commission has been 
taking advantage of the maneuvering space he has been given and simultaneously 
gives extra impetus to well-known European inclinations. It can be assumed 
that the EEC’s heads of state and government will be pleased with the fact 
that the Commiesion itself has initiated “operational,” direct European 
involvement in the territories regarding the future Palestinian sovereignty, 
not as 4 political initiative with an individual impact, but as a humanitarian- 
economic campeign complementing and underlying a long-range political trend. 
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Jerusalem will find it hard to find reason to object to the new European 
intervention in the territeries, if it is indeed conducted according to the 
plans that are taking shape in Brussels, At least in the first stage, 

the Europeans will make an effort to blur the borderline differentiating 
between humanitarian aid per se and political emphases, By the time these 
dividing lines stand out clearly, the Europeans will have already become 
part of the reality in the West Bank and the Gaga Strip, Brussel's plan 
ehould make more poignant the domestic dispute in Israel over the quescion 
vl whether of not it ie worthwhile to continue to mintain a presence in 
Arab-populated, hostile towns and thus get into difficulties with the 
entire world, including Israel's friends in Europe, 


In the local public's epinion here, the Palestinians will continue to be 


the miserable, poor ones, worthy of aid as long as they are under Israeli 
military government rule, 
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ISRAEL 


"DAVAR' COMMENTARY ON ARAB POPULATION 
TA301853 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 30 Apr 81 pp 13, 14 
(Commentary by Dani Rubinstein: “Demographic Surprise") 


[Text] What is the size of the Arab population currently living under Israeli 
rule? About a year ago (September 1980), following a survey carried out 

by the Interior Ministry not intended for publication, data that amazed 

the commanders of the military government turned out. The findings indicated 
that the number of inhabitants in the occupied territories is by far larger 
than the accepted estimates. it was acceptable to believe that the number 

of inhabitants of the territories in 1980 (excluding, of course, East 
Jerusalem) was 1.15 million, whereas the new data showed that they are 
actually closer to 1.5 million. People in the defense establishment thus 
began to talk about the fact that, if one adds the Israeli Arabs and those 

of East Jerugalem to this, the bottom line shows that the Arab population 

on both sides of the green line numbers more than 2 million people (2.1 million, 
to be more precise). This latest survey conducted by the Interior Ministry 
may have been somewhat inexact and the numbers are a bit exaggerated, but 

the question nevertheless remains: by how much? 


There are many difficulties in determining the estimates for the Arab 
populace of the territories. In the State of Israel, every death is 
scrupulously registered. It is impossible to bury someone in Israel without 
the proper paperwork and the necessary procedures. On the other hand, in the 
West Bank and Gaza--and to a certain extent also in East Jerusalem--this is 
not the case. Only few among the Arabs of the territories ever bother to 
inform the authorities (the Health and Interior Ministries) about the death 
of a family member, and in most cases they bury the deceased without any 
paperwork or bureaucracy. 


As for births, the ditference between Israel and the territories is still 
greater. In Israel, the parents always make it a point to announce a birth. 
They are, by and large, hospital births and the National Insurance Institute 
pays the maternity allowance while the mother is still in the hospital. 
Later, the National Insurance Institute continues to pay children's allowance, 
an important component of the family's income. Because of the National 
Insurance payments, the inhabitants of East Jerusalem also inform the 
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inetitute about births, Not so in the territories, however, The maternity 
allowance does not apply to the West Bank and the Gaga Strip, nor to the 
children's allowances, Thus, the parents see no cause to rush and inform 
someone that they had a baby. 1 asked around several Arab villages, and 
was told that usually the Mukhtar is informed about the births, and he is 
supposed to transfer the information to the regional Health Ministry Bureau, 
Even though this is not a proper, organized way, it seems that the local 
bureaus in the West Bank and Gaza collectively gather rather comprehensive 
information on the births in Arab towns and villages, 


Another parameter in determining the size of the population is the balance 
of immigration, Here the check is easier, Careful registration is carried 
out on the Jordan River bridges and other border checkposts of incoming and 
outgoing traffic: there is clear data on those who obtain permanent 
residency permite in the territories (family reunion), so that this factor 
can be determined precisely. 


The mortality and birth rates as well as the balance of immigration are the 
data according to which the size of the population is determined, and since 
in the West Bank and Gaza there are no precise counts of this, experts 

are forced to employ various statistical methods to reach an estimate that 
would be as close as possible to the real situation. 


At the end of the summer of 1967, 4 months after the 6-Day War, the Central 
Bureau of Statistics carried out a population census among the inhabitants 
of the territories. A lot of effort was invested in this, and the people 
involved in the census tried to register all the Arab inhabitants. At the 
same time, it is doubtful whether they actually got to every household in 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Many thousands of people in Judaea and 
Samaria live in places to which there is no real approach, There are 
families of Bedouin and branches of rural families living in remote wadis 
and hidden corners. After the census, when the Interior Ministry represen- 
tation in the military government began iscuing the first identity cards, 
the staff claimed that they encountered many who had not at all been 
counted, Some of them evaded the census-takers; others may have returned 
to the West Bank after the war without a permit. Therefore, the Interior 
Ministry data was a priori larger than those obtained by the Central Bureau 
ot Statistics. 


Throughout the yeirs, the statistics bureau tried to follow the demographic 
changes in the territories and update the figures from 1967 accordingly. 

As far as that bureau was concerned, the census continued to serve as 

basic data, upon which the population growth statistics were added, 


In order to estimate the growth, the bureau takes all sorts of factors that 
influence natural growth into account, such as: improvement in income, infant 
mortality, sanitation and life expectancy. These are some factors that 
determine the family's size and behavior. The statistics bureau reached the 





estimate that about 1,15 million Arabe veside in the Weat Bank and Gaga on the 
basis of those partial reports and various calculations, Add to this about 
620,000 Arabs living in lerael (including East Jerusalem), and you reach, 

all in all, 1.77 million, This figure is smaller than the Interior Ministry's 
by about 300,000, this is quite a difference, 


In addition to the differences of opinion regarding the 1967 census, there is 
yet another difference in the calculations, Unlike the Interior Ministry, 
whose calculations are slightly overblown, the bureau of statistics’ figures 
are underestimated, One example is the fact that the statistics bureau 
excludes from the count those West Bank residents who have a West Bank identity 
card but who have left it and it is not sure when they will return. The 
bureau examines the situation de facto. In other words, how many Arabs are 

in the area at the moment, This figure will always be lower than other 
calculations that take into account those Arabs who have departed for some 
period of time as well, 


We have a neighbor, Lebanon, where for many years scrupulous count of the 
natural growth of the various Muslim and Christian groups were carried out. 
Since the 1930's there have been no careful and authorized figures. Muslim 
politicians in Lebanon used to say that the Christians keep in their hands 
three posts: that of the president, that is the head of the state; the post 
of chief of staff, in order to maintain the focus of military strength, and 
the job of the head of the statistics bureau, so as to avoid misunderstanding 
about the majority of the Christians. We in Israel have not yet reached this 
state. Despite the fogginess and differences of opinion as regards calcula- 
tions of the Arab population of the territories, it is nevertheless quite 
clear that about 40 percent of the inhabitants of the country reside on 

both sides of the green line. 


Those who declare that this line has been erased and will never be 

drawn again will soon enough have to begin busying themselves with maneuvers 
and statistical clever little tricks to ascertain the Jewish majority in this 
country. 
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ORTHODOX JEWS TO INHABIT SAMARIA TOWN 
TA291550 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 28 Apr 81 p 4 
[Report by ‘Amos Levav: "'Immanu'el--in Samaria") 


[Text] A city that will be settled by Hassidic [Orthodox] Jews and will 
ultimately number more than 20,000 persons is currently being established 
in Samaria. It is completely financed by the followers of the rabbi of Gur 
and received the rabbi's blessing. 


During the Passover holiday, hundreds of the rabbi's followers arrived in 
the area on which the new city is being established, between the village of 
Jinsafut and Ari'el. About 5,000 villas will be constructed in the city, 
and about 500 are being buiit in the first stage. Bulldozers are breaking 
the ground now. 


The city, given the name of ‘Immanu'el by the Ministerial Committee on 
Settlement Affairs, is, in fact, Qarne Shomron e-<-as stipulated in the 
settlement plan drawn up by the head of the Jewish agency's settlement depart- 
ment, Matityahu Drobles. There are, at present, three settlements in the 
Qarne Shomron bloc (Qarne Shomron A, Ma'‘ale Shomron and Yaqir) and another 
settlement is now under construction. It is Alfe Menashe, near Qalqilyah. 


The city of 'Immanu'el complements the settlement map for Qarne Shomron. 
When the settling bodies were thinking about which nucleus to send to settle 
‘Immanu'el, representatives of the rabbi of Gur's followers came and offered 
to establish the city, which will be an urban center and will have a large 
yeshiva [religious school]. They said they were not interested in Jewish 
agency funds and will finance the entire construction from contributions. 
The first stage cost the Hassidim 15 million Israeli shekels, and the whole 
city project wil] involve hundreds of millions of shekels. 


The Zionist federation's settlement department will provide the followers 
of the rabbi only with the technical aid. 
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INTERNAL OPPOSITLON 1O NABULUS MAYOR EMERGING 
TA2Z71341 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 27 Apr 81 p 2 


[Report by ‘Amos Levav: "The Earth Is Shak Under Bassam al-Shak'ah's Feet-- 
His Opponents Say") 


{Text] Deputy Nabulus Mayor Zafir al-Masri has lately resigned his post and 
is currently in Amman, His wife told MA'ARIV that the resignation is not 
for political reasons but that her Lusband "does not have time." 


Sharp criticism has been leveled for a while now at Nabulus Mayor Bassam 
al-Shak'ah. The criticism began upon the forming of a twin-cities pact 

with Dundee in Scotland. When the mayor and other members of the Dundee 
Municipality arrived and presented the Nabulus municipal members with bottles 
of good quality whiskey the Muslims politely refused the present. They had 
already realized the huge gap in culture and Gustoms existing between the 

two cities. 


Then when the Nabulus residents heard that the Scots continued to the Persian 
Gulf oil emirates they understood that the twin-cities pact was formed by 
the Scots only as a means to obtain funds. 


The criticism also applies to the communists’ "takeover" of Al-Shak-ah. 
"The mayor is in fact captive by the communists in Judaea, Samaria and 
Israel (in Judaea and Samaria the communists call themselves ‘the organiza- 
tion’),” Al-Shak'ah's critics say. 

"The earth is shaking under his feet," they say, explaining that "the 
communists want to strengthen themselves in the West Bank so that they will 

be powerful when the Palestinian state is established. The military authori. ies 
do not hobble the communists in the West Bank so as to reinforce the Israeli 
argument that a Palestinian state will constitute a danger to the State of 
israel. 


The communist party acts in the West Bank in an almost free manner and 
Al-Shak'ah encourages the communists against the interests of his people." 
The critics cite as an example the recent teachers’ strike in the territories. 
Al-Shak'ah incited the teachers to keep up the strike but the latter wanted 
what was good for their students and ended the strike. 


The critics add that Al-Shak'ah is ignoring the advice and decisions of his 
municipality members and that it is against this background that his moderate 
deputy, Zafir al-Masri, resigned. 
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WEST BANKERS OBSERVE LAND DA‘ 


Jerusalem AL=FAJR in English 5-11 Apr 81 p 16 


{Text} 


LAND DA) 
IN NAZARELH 


Palestinians from the CAh- 
le and Triangle villages ga- 
thered on a Nazareth school 
grounds to celebrate the fith 
anniversary oof Lagu Day, 
March %0. 

Sseral prominent person. 
alitves addressed the crowd 
of 3000, among them. Sheha- 
deh Shehadeh, the Chairman 
of the National Committee 
for the Defence of Land. 
lawyer Mohammed Mi ar 
committee secretary and Sal- 
ba Khasus, ceneral secretary 
Other speakers were Ahmac 
Kiewan of the Abna’ al- 
Balad movement,  Sheckh 
Farhood Farhood, chairman 
of the Druse Initiative Com- 
mittee, MK Meir Vilner 
and Tawfik Zayvad, the ma- 
vor of the host city Nazareth 
MK Tawftk Toub: and Pales- 
timan wnter Emile Habib: 
were also on the podium 

Before the rally becan, the 
police forces attacked a dele- 
vauon from Haifa and ar- 
rested four of its members. 

The meeting was opened 
by Shehadeh who denounc- 
ed Israel's confiscation of 
Palestinian land = from the 
Galilee co the Negev He 


said that the people's celeb- 
ration of their connection 
with the land had become a 
national festival for the Pa- 
lesuman people 

Farhood said in his add- 
ress that Israel “has worked 
on dividing us and has force- 
fully discriminated against 
us.” He also conveyed the 
greetings of the Syrian citi- 


The closing speech was 
made by Tawfik Zayyad, the 
Nazareth mayor, who affirm- 
ed that the Palestinian com- 
munity inside the so-called 
green line was not halt- 
ing in its struggle for a mo- 
mem before the Land Day 
nor after it. The Palestinians 
have made major achieve- 
rence to their native soil. 

Zavvad also called tor the 
continuation of the struggle 
for bringing peace and just- 
we and the establishment of 
a Palestinian state. 

=#= 

JERUSALEM RALLY 

The Muwazzafin Club in 
Jerusalem heid a mass raliv 
on March 29. to mark the 
fifth anniversary of Land 
Day At 4:00 p.m., the hail 
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of the = Professions Unions 
Federation (PUF) in Beit 
Hanina, was crowded Posters 
and banners calling for firm 
oppomtion to land confisca- 
tions and for support for 
landowners in their struggle 
against the Israeli military 
authqgues ies hung around the 
walls. At the entrance to the 
hall members were selling a 

ial “Land Day” maga- 
zine published bv the club 
committees. 


Galilee; the National Guid- 
ance Committee; owners of 
recently conhecated lands in 
the West Bank: and the na- 
tional institutions in Jerusa- 
lem. 

Mohammed Mi'ari, a law- 
yer from the Galilee. spoke 
about “the escalating attack 
of the Israeli authorities on 
Arab land.” aimed at suffo- 
caune all Arab towns and 
vilages in the Galilee He 
stressed “the need to hold 
on to the land to preserve 
the Arab national existence” 











At the end of the rally, 
the attendants wmued a state: 
ment calling for the forma. 
tion of committees for the 
defence of land, and the con- 
tinuation of the strugule ag- 
ainst the aggressive acts of 
the occupiers.” 

Meanwhile, neighbors of 
the club's East Jerusalem 


headquarters 

Israel =—s military authorrves 
and police patrols were active 
in the area of the club, “We 


think they wanted to break 
‘nto the club ana stop the 
rally as in previous years.” 
me club member toid Al 
Fay, “in 1980, 35 club mem- 
vers were arrested, the ls 
rae Shin Bet slowly pairoill- 
ed the area of the Beit Hae 
nina meeting and ined to 
inumidate people by writing 
down license place numbers 
ot cars at the entrance of 
PLF building. After the rally 
and club members returned 
to the club in Jerusalem, a 
Shin Bet team picked up 
two members at the club 
entrance. Thev were taken to 
the = Maskobivva  —- Russian 
compound ~ police stauon, 
and were interrowaetd for 
about half-an-hour The 
police later released them 
without charge 
== 
WEST BANK 

On March 30, all Jerusa- 
lem shops were closed and 
m one went to work. One 
Jerusalemite expiained that 
the strike was firm  proot 
that Jerusalem is part of the 
occupied territogies, despite 
all efforts to separate it trom 
the West Bank. It shares the 
samme fate and tuture as the 
wher Arab ciues, towns and 
villages under Israeli occu- 
pation. 


In other West Bank cities, 
the stnke was partial. Israeli 
military authorities violently 
broke up all protests. All de- 


oe 2 Se 


including an Abna’ al-Balad 
movement of Um el-Fahm, 
Lydda, Kabul, and Acre, 
Annahdah ( renaissance | 
movement in Taibeh. Avant- 


movement, and the Progres- 
sive National Movement from 
Haifa, Beer Sheba and the 
Hebrew universities. 


About 3000 peopie who 
participated in the demonst- 
ration walked through the 
village's streets carrying slo- 
gans condemning the Zionist 
expansion and settlemnet 
policy, and supporting the 
PLO as the representative of 
the Palestinian people every- 
where including those in the 
pre-1948 territories. As the 
demonstration progressed 
more and more people join- 
ed it, and others sang from 
the tops of their houses. 

Speeches were given by 
Rafiq Jabrah. Annahdah re. 
presentative, Fahimeh Azaz- 
meh, PNM’s representative 
o Haifa, Lutfi Abul Haija. 
representative of Hebrew 
Universtny PNM, Mohammed 
Kiwan, Mahammed Bourga! 
and Omar Bdah representa- 
uve of Abna’ al-Balad move. 
ments in Um e-Fahm, Lyd- 
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da and Kabul. 


Letters of support were 
read to the conference from 
Nablus Mayor Bassam Sha- 
ka'a, Anabta Mayor Wahid 
al-Hamdallah, Tulkarm Ma. 
yor Hilmi Hanoun, Other 
letters were received from 
members of Um el-Fahm 
Abna’ al · Halad movemeni 
who are serving a second 
town restricuon order, and 


Druze Draft Resistors’. Move- 
ment. 





GAZA HEALTH SERVICES SALD INSUFFICIENT 


Jerusalem AL=FAJR in English 5 


[Article by Orien Banks] 


{Text } 





One hundied-fifty of Ga- 
za'y trained doctors are work- 
ing as labourers or oranye- 
packers while the population 
badly needs their medical ser- 


vices, 


Health services in Gaza 
have deterioated since 1967 
accom to a 1980) World 
Health Authority report In. 
dependent attempts to im- 
prove the health infrastruc. 
ture have been stalled in the 
nae of the Isioeh nnlitary 
authority's health departinent, 
aml former government 


health installations have ac- 
tually been reduced) The Tel 
Elbuhur and fever hospitals 
have been closed in direct 
violation of Geneva Conven- 


tion Article 97 

An example of a prohibited 
independent health scheme 
is Ue case of the Red Cres- 


* 


cent Hospital The Ked Cres 


cent obtanrmd funds amd 
lands, and drew up detailed 
plans for a luge general hos- 
pitalon Gara a couple of 
sears avo Since then nothing 
has happened The official 
liaeh reason for blocking 


the swheme is that there is 


-ll Apr 81 p 13 


no need for more beds in 
(raza. No need for a modern 
270-bed well-equipped hespi- 
tal Using Israel statisucs, 
Gaza needs 2,216 hospital 
beds to catch up with the ls- 
racli standard of 7 beds per 
1,000) populagon, 


In a normal political at- 
mosphere there are some jus- 


Uhcatios for  voverntment 
health control: iminium 
standards can be enforced 


and equal services ollered to 
all. In Gaza, military wov- 
ernment has had a= delete- 
riouns effect on the health 
situation, 


Giasa'’s government health 
sysen is centred around the 
main hosyetal, Sheefa, which 
has 340 beds but lacks the 
technedloyy and specialized 
skills to deal with many cotm- 
mon but serious illnesses ac- 
cording to the head of the 
Arab Medical Association 
bor these services Palestin- 
ians are forced to go to hos. 
pitals inside Isracl, on a quo- 
ta basis. For the 90 per cent 
of the Gaza population who 
reportedly comtribute to the 
government health insuraim e 
suhenme, essontial treatment in 
an Isracli hospital is free, 
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after referral by a doctor in 
Gaza. However the numbe: 
of patents per month allow- 
ed to use Israeli hospital beds 
is strictly limited, 


One shopkeeper we spoke 
to in Gaza, said that his 
three-year-old son who need- 
ed special traeatment for a 
dangvesous blood — disease, 
spent two nights in Sheela, 


where he had to share his 
bed with another patient 


because of the cronic over- 
crowding. He then had to 
wait diree weeks for adinission 
to Ashkelon hospital. 


There is an opthalmic los: 
pital, a sinall pediatric hosp:- 
tal and a second general hos- 
pital in Khan Younis, with 
250) beds. Responsibility aud 


funding of Bureiyy Hospital, 
with 70 beds, is shared with 
UNRWA, This hospital is ti- 
mited to chronic ches and 
heart patients only. 


The Radwan eye hospital 
seems to typify some of the 
inadequacies of Gaza’s healih 
services” Alongside eye treat. 
ment, under the same roof, is 
Caza’s only psychiatric ward 
with only 20 beds. Peeling 
paint, dirty kitchens, and an 
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ibeeeyrvipapmeal i — heat: 
fe combine to ensure that the 
ayortly of patients are those 
whe cant allord the ume or 
money to go elyewhere, Most 
ly Beduin and old people, 
thom sectors of the popula 


tion least able to go to Jerue 
wile, Cawo om Amin, 
inake up the patient list of 


these Vac ompai tr Mh ehiply 
beds at Rach estily to thy 
own slotoo & , not to the 
woudl eve he al the Pal 
@stitiiatis ol A. 


lhe poctare of government 
health stitutions bs comple. 
ted by 20 health centres. Tn 


both philosophy aud practice 
these are weared to curative 
not jneventative — medheimne, 
Many diseases, partic ularfy 


harihea, gastro-enteritis and 
prewnona, winch clan ma. 
ny lives, specially babies, 
coukl be most eflectively tack- 
led by providing basic infras- 
tructuial needs: water, sewa- 


ge, decent housing, mistead of 
vet another pres Hiption foot 
the latest offerme from West- 
ern drug companies, Non- 
government health activities 


are largely in the control of 
UNRWA lt provides A 
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health centie in each camp 
All are overburdened and un- 
demiailed, Vunds are not 
available to expand — the 
UNRWA services which are 


hnanced largely by voluntary 
witernational contributions. 
UNRWA controls only 35 
hospital beds: all in ihe Bue 
reiyy Chest and heart hospital 
Kt hires additional beds fron. 
the government hospital and 
the staall private hospital in 


Cava run by the Baptists, 
Other small seale healt 
whemes are run by the Neus 
bast Council of © Churches, 
the sisters of Mother Theres. 
and the Red Creseent, but 
all are taced woth the same 
Constiwints On EXpansion tie 
posed by the Isiaeh author- 
ities, Who are determined to 
keep the veins of Gavan 
health in thew own hands. 
Dhese services are open to all 
but the impracticality. and 
cost of travel mean that they 
are proportionally under⸗ 
used by Palestumians from 
Gaza. There are 3 beds per 
1,000 populauion — compared 
with only two per 1,000 in 
Giaza, There are 320 beds for 
psychiatiic patients instead of 
20 in Gaza, for a population 
only 50 per cent larger, 
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SQUATTERS HARRASS ARABS IN HEBRON 


Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 5-11 Apr 81 pp 11, 15 


[Article by David Mott] 


[Text } 

A long list of acts of pro- 
vocation and crimes of the 
Kirvat Arba, Beit Dabova set- 
tler-squatters and their lea- 
det, Moshe Levinger, was 
unravelled in the High Court 
last, week during the hearing 
ot a case against the Minister 
of Security and the Miltary 
Commander of the West 
Bank. The court was examin- 
ing a petition, submitted by 
the acting mayor Mustafa 
Abdei Nabi Al. Natsha and 
10 other Hebronites, asking 
the court to force the Israeli 
minister and military com- 
mander to give reason as to 
why the settlers in the Dabo- 
ya building should not be 
be evicted. They also demand 
that the building should be 
restored to its former occu- 
pants: UNRWA. Further- 
more, the petitioners demand 
that the settlers be prosecu- 
ted for past and present trans- 
gressions of the law. The 
plaintiffs, all living and work- 
ine in the area of Bex Da- 
bova, submitted the claim, 
thev said. after being contun- 
uously harassed and provoked 
by tHe settlers. The settlers 
they claim, aim to force resi- 
dents and shapkeepers to 
leave, thus widening their do- 
main. 


The Daboya building was 
constructed during Turkish 
rule and surved as a police 
station and jailhouse: its pre- 
sem naste, Dabovah, is a 
remrmnt of that period 

During the Britsh Nan- 
date the building was, in the’ 
words of the petition, ‘held’ 
by the Hebron Jewish’ com-: 
munity and used as a clinic. 
It's on this basis that the set-, 
vers claim rights to the build- 
ing. As part of their claim. 
however, the petitioners sub-' 
mitted a May, 1979 letter’ 
sent by the grandson of Heb-' 
ron’s last rabbi, Haim Haneg-. 
bi. to Fahd Kawasnieh, the 
mavor of Hebron. In the let- 
ter Hanegbi promises that he 
will resist the transter of the 
community $s property to the 
settlers “to guard the honour 
ot his erandfather’s memory.” 

\iter the 1948 war the 
building passed into the hands 
of the Jordanian trustee of 
enenw property who rented 
the major portion of it to 
UNRWA in 1953. Initially 
UNRWA used Dabova as a 
school but after the war ol 
1967 the building was used 
for storazwe by UNRWA until 
its takeover by the Kiryat 
Arba settlers at the end of 
April, 1979 \ 
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Following the — takeover 
both the Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter, Menachern Begin (now 
one of the respondents since 
he is also acting minister of 
defence) and the then minis- 
ter of defence Ever Weiz- 
man, promised that the octu- 
pation would not, be condo- 
ned and that the settlers 
would be removed, if neces- 
sarv by force. These promises 
were not fulfilled. 


Newghbourhood Kelations 
The plaintiffs submitted to 
the court a long list of the 
humiliations they have suf- 
fered at the hands of the set- 
lers. Thev point out that tic 
Sttuatron has worsened ever 
since the Israeli soldiers, who 
also occupied part of the buil- 
ding, were removed about a 
month ago. The plaintiffs fee! 
that the settlers saw the mili- 
tary pull-back as the end of 
any kind of control over them. 
Local businesspeople point 
out that the last month has 
seen a sharp decrease in their 
business. The settlers, Daboya 
building neighbours told 
Al-Fajr this week, encourave 
their children to throw rocks 
and dirty water on passers 
by and t urinate on people 
in the street. 








Hebron.ies pouted oul Ural 
the settiemn bieeh the treet 
by holding) = 6daneces. ft up 
ther own foadtlechks and de: 
mand ID cards from suyvene 
wietune © pee 

Ne Peace 


Muharamad Nabi A ata) » 
one of the = petoonenm He 
vwes towether with hee farms 
of mne chidree m Ue hour 
unmediately to the @as! of ihe 
Dabeva buaid ne. Ive not 
hal a dav free of the etties 
harweerrent since toes ente 
ed the bu idinge,” he sad. The 
vi adows of Fat forme fas 
heen sae ed and one >» " 
chidren was vourded bh 
fivage splintes’ He mother 
wm © sheer - > uel 
dent that she became «ca 
and has been in jerusalem s 
Makased howprtal ever since 
The wmuen are «onstantly 
thovtng, said = Muiammed, 
and have created such an at 
mosphere of terror that the 
member of hut Ouse OIC art 
airaic tO GE im the Troon 1— 
looking the Dabova bu 

The settiers, ‘ied by Rabo 


Levinger nee enters Niu 
hammed \ atari houw ae 
wome ¢ ' | pers’ an 
dered um mm 

fous \ Aen Ae Uwe Ct ‘Ti- 
piain to the authorie t 
miv God Ne receive fo at ae 
but the order forteddine Aun 
ms FO oF as erww was — 
ed The suthoriwues tod him, 
° fer ha better 
nat he rf wpa e 
\hat wo anger ‘he ers 
and they »al cause nen 


Dendui’s Sior 
itty veam avo Ibrahim 
itl Dandwm and his ta- 
renewed a won on tee 
id 6 foor of tae Dabova 
buiidingw from the flordan.an 


enemy property taatee. They 
have operated a bianket, 
eit and matemal shop 
wo « ever ence Me said in 
hue depeston t the court 
Uiat after ciosing hs shop, 
as was hee custam, at 11:50 
aan. on Prdavy, March 20, 
Lo8) he arewed the eem day, 
to dicover that a one metre 
sjuare opening had appeared 
in the shop's ceiling oF. 
ewtt The ceiling served as 
a floor for the settlers: there 
were chuse) marks on the fin 
of the hoe. Dandisi reported 
the affarr to the police and 
the Myutary government who 
told burn «the damate occur- 
red in the couree of the setters 
danc.ne the night belore © 
“Sure they danted — with 
ackhammers and pebe.“ 
Dandi, sarcasticall told 4/- 
Fair a few dave after the af- 
fsie The floor was made of 


‘5S em of re ntorced ncrete 


sana oetee 

The military governcr 
‘ave Dandis: nerm.«: elec) | 
14 c “* \ — awe , ; 
wr mut the eer Eas heal 


ever. he was beaten by Rabbi 
Lev.inger and other settiers 

yimed that work was 
; emciden or the Joss See Sab- 


’ Or ecing to the pol’re 


AL =" * 

to compiain * iat tne setiies 
orevented them fron wrone 
out the repaits and that tie 
wore was left onen and «the 
sock . rom! 4 Dan ; 
was promised that noth n¢ 
sOlL ye taken and that t es 
would be able to resume 
repa.ss on the next cay Ven 
Dandwi and his tather arn- 
ved at the store however 
thev found only that the steel 
beams for the cerling ov 
been thrown into the strer’ 
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the was laked from 
the in and guarded by 
armed seijlers Inside the cei 
ling was completely removed. 
a slaipway Connected the shop 
to the setilen’ room and mat 
tresses were laid on toe © or. 
The coments had bee. \ooted 
Dandidi and his father were 


governor had the ceiling re- 
paired. 


of a two house opposre 
the Daboyah building in 
which he family has resided 
for the past 50 years The 





the house occupied by lIeraeli soldiers, He now lives on charity and the two 
shopkeepers who rented the shops, Muhammad Hussein Hamimi and Ischak Abed 
\, Rachman lemail Sammneh have lost their source of livelihood, 


justic © 


Another petitioner to the High Court is Salah Museah Yarmur who has a barber's 
hop and a cosmetics shop in the immediate vicinity of Daboyah. The cosmetics 
shop closed when the Ieraelis erected a roadblock to guard the settlers. 

Rabbi Levinger has offered to buy his shops to open a supermarket for future 
settlers. Yarmur's refusal to sell had immediate repercussions. 


On the afternoon of March 22 armed settlers came to Yarmur's shop and demanded 
that his son, a lawver, given them his ID card. They informed him that to 
retrieve his card he must go to the occupation offices. The son did as he 

was told shortly afterwards and has not been seen since. All the petitioners 
point out that the acts of the settlers were done with the full knowledge 

{ the authorities and therefore claim the respondents are fully responsible 
for the settlers deeds. 


Mustafa Natsha says that the other ten petitioners are representative of scores 
and even hundreds of other Hebron residents. He based this on complaints 
that are received daily in the municipal offices. 


The acting mayor fears that these provocations will trigger violence for which 
ultimately innocent residents of the area will be made to suffer. 





WEST BANK HEALTH SERVICES REPORTED DETERIORATING 


Jerusalem AL=FAJR in English 5-11 Apr 81 p 6 


[Text | 


The follommg iletier wa 
sent on March 17 Oy Dr Sa 
mir Katbeh, head of th Went 
Bank Medical = Abs tation 
and of the Health Planning 
Councd mm the Occupied Ter 
ritore:, to ft. Aurt Waild- 
hewn. Secretary General of 
thy Untted Nations. He ‘up- 
plte: relevant mformation of 
the detenoration of medical 
and health wervwes im tie Ot- 
cuted terntore: 


In response to vour report 
\ 55533. dated Ortober 1), 
19890. addressed to the Gen- 
era: A\swembiv and dealng 
with the living condinon of 
the Palestinian people in the 
oreupoed territones. I would 
like to offer the following 
comments 
In relation to para- 
graph 100: page 32 that sta- 
te. the following 


He ts 

§ eplowers 
Phvecians 

Nurene uaft 
P.cameleml «caff 
Ne wemetheal caff 
Emplowees per bec! 
Norte: per bed 
Total admissions 
1977 budget 


The above information. 
whieh was supplied by the 
West Bank Medical Associa- 
tion reveals 4 great variation 
in uve Jewel of resources avail- 
able to all) «the West Bank 
government hospitals and one 
Israeli hospital According to 
tre Teraeli Ministry of Heaith 
report referred to earlier, the 
budeet for health services n 
the West Bank for 1978 was 
ii é milhon, whieh repre- 
vented a 30, percent increase 
ver 1977. Thu would mean 
that ve budeet for 1977 was 
11.38 = Vien. Although thi 
heure s much hieher than 


the » e.en bw the Weet 
Par ’ 4 Cai Amor ation, it 
* 'siow the budget 


wheh ‘he Assocation save 
was allocated to the Shaare 
Zetex ‘te ‘pital 


\ The West Bank Medi- 
fal \eomation tated in its re- 

‘ that the budeet for all 
gwemment howtale on the 
Wee Bank was IL28 million 
for the vear 197°. The Geure 
has been retreved from the 
rerond« of the covernment 
hosp tal administration divis- 
on #f the Wee Bank 

PR The total actual bud. 
eet ‘or all health eroices in 
the Wee Bank including 
public health and referral 
J— ~ for '9°° wae TL63 
mi.on. as announced bw the 
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mibtary authorities Thue the 
fieure of IL88 million caleu- 
lated by vour committee may 
perhaps be the provisional 
budget that was allocated bv 
the mulitary author.ties for the 
West Bank health server for 


that vear. 


<(C) If the budeet for preven- 


tive services and the costs of 
maintenance. patient referral 
to Israeli hospitals. N-rav and 
laboratory tests performed in 
Israeli hospitels were subs- 


tracted from the health ser- 
viees budget, then the amount 
remairung that was spent on 
hospitals alone woukl be 
1L38 mullion, the same fieure 
that was provided by the Wee: 
Bank Medical. Association for 
1977. In other words, there 
is nD diecrepancy between the 
committee figure and the 
West Bank Medical Asn 


Shaare Zedek 
Hospital (West Jerusalem) 
280 
“8A 
101 
269 
i33 
275 
281 
1.09 
14678 

IL 105 million 











cation fleure, a has been 
vated 96 your report 

(D) In addinon, it may be 
of interest for oa to know 
that the health wrvices bud- 
get for the oecupied West 
Bank for 1978 was wm fact lew 
than the budget allocated for 
19°" «ff wed to hard currency 
inepite of the 50 percent in- 
creawe in budeet allacation 
mentoned te the leraeh 
Miner of Health If we 
convert the budgets from Te 
rack pound to the Jordanian 
dinar or LS. dollar, then the 
Agures would be the follow- 
ing 














Year Buderw tS. Dollar 
\97" BB om. lion 2.6 m lhon 9° million 
19°R 132 milion 22 millien a? mill on 
— — — — 
2 th responie to para- 
eraph 93. ace W of the 
came report I would like to 
par’ out the foilowing 
1468 19°93 
(,eneral governmental hospi 
tal beds 623 618 
Mental governmental hospital 
beds UL 322 
Number of beds per 1000 
population 1.5 35 
Ter monvernimental hospital 
bec’ 1023 ann 
The above heures Save 
een cetmeved from the sa- 
retical reports on heath sei 
s on the occupied West 


Bank ‘hat are publehed bv 
the military authonues. Those 
feurs clearly show that both 
the curmber of hospital beds 
and the number of beds per 
1000 pepulation have been 
ieclining 


\s for paragraph 9%. 
the same report 
larifv the toi 


page ) of 
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Offleial statetcs indicate 
that infant mortal in the 
orcupied= territories is on the 
increase. Infant mortality for 
1974 was 307m per 1000 
liwe berths, increased to 34.) 
for \97°5m@ and further in- 
creased to 46 in 1970@@ 

Addivionaly, as a pediatri- 
can, | knew that about 90 
percent of infant mortality 
usually occurs during the first 
week of i and of those 
about 35 pereent accur du- 


Au government hospital: 
in the Wee Bank 


973 (941) 

629 

265 

6) 

227 

06 06) 

0.28 

49,762 (52.999 
[L386 -nillion 


ree the fre: dav So when I 
evamine «' cial stamstics I 
senously Co ubt ther q@rura- 
ey 

® Information  obtamed 
‘rom the statistical reports on 
health sercicet published by 
the military government, 1972 
through 1980 
#e ' NN Reoor 
page 7 


A/35/5°3 











And trom my @apenence in 
the area, | knew that (ie ae 
tual infant mortaniy rate on 
the occupied territories is 


much hiwher than \ \at 6 fe. 
corded, due to the standard 
problems 6! reporting and re- 


ranger 


+) In response to para- 
graph 92, pace 29 of your re. 
port. | would like to inform 
you that the following wealth 
institutions have been closed: 


Finally, § believe that beth 
veurself and the various UN 
committees are capable of 
contribution to the inhibitien 
of the deterioration in the 
health status of Palestinians 
living under occupation by 


‘ording faced It » common I, —2 J —J applying Resolution number 
Mort the bith othe death «=e (Currently — being used 147/88 of the General As 


~% an infant born at ome 
who lees a few ours oF a 


as a pole station) ® 
2. Betin field hospital — 
Ramallah (curenudy being 


sembiy and through coopera- 
tion with the Council for 
Health Planning — Jerusal- 








few dave and then dies for 

some Cause or another due to — as army headquar- = 

the difficulties the * parents , 

have to face in the form of 5. Nablus field lrospital — 

travel or otherwise in order Nablus (currently being 

to report the birth and the ‘ —* Ramallah” — — 

death of their infant — 

— Ramailab. 
Official statistics «indicate 5 Central laboratory — 

that for 1979, infant mortali- Wad-el-Joz — Jerusalem. 

ty rate in the United States 6. Tuberculosis Center — 

was 20.01 per 1000 liwe births Jerusalem. 

for 1970. However, «nce in- . 

fant mortality, an index of — government blood 

the heaith of a population, » woe ’ 

usually decreases with impro- 8. _— Unit — Ramal- 

ved health services cenerally. ‘ _ 

with improved obstetric, pe- 9 Dental Unit — Hebron 

e-vatrae thearre and wiven e Thete hospitals were cohe. 

that no such improvements duled to be opened in 1967 

took place m the Mest Bank In short, the deteriorating 

health wrvices, I find t verv health status of the Palestin- 

hard to bel eve that the in ian population under occu- 

fant mortality rate for the oc- pation is largely due to the 

cupted West Bank  ompares absence of a coordinated 

favoarably to the fant mor. health care plan and the ac- 

tality of the Unvred States. tive suppression by the mili- 

country that rates among the tary authorities of the natural 

best in the world nn terms of development of health servi- 

high quslity health services, ces, in the area. 

heeh o@alav faculties, equa | It would be highly appre- 

ment and medical cat!’ ciated .f vou could amend 

In short. I can safely state vour report A/35/533 in ac- 

that the wfant mortality rate cerdance with the above com- 

for the aorcuped Weer Bank ments 

« berowen 99.100 ee 1000 

line tirths. with ,ar ations 

herveen renrions v» thin tis 

SD 93 + 75 7 
mntant deaths 0.1 men: iy 974 286 303 204 
Infant deaths | month-| ves su a49 “> 804 542 
Number of live births 28.483 29.732 0.668 9588 31.727 
CSO: 4820/3 314 
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COMMUN LOVE ISSUED ON OUTLAWED ARAB ORGANIZATION 


TALOl442 Tel Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 1300 GMT 16 Apr 81 
(Government press office communique] 


|Text) Jerusalem, 16 Apr--The office of the defense minister announces: The 
organization known as the "National Coordination Committee," which has 
established as its aim to fight against the State of Israel and against 
Zionism and to establish a Palestinian state led by the PLO in the territory 
of Eretz Yisra'el, was today declared an outlawed organization. The defense 
minister made this decision by virtue of his authority according to the 
emergency defense regulations of 1945, because of the danger to Israel's 
security posed by the existence and activity of the "National Coordination 
Committee,” 


A tormal declaration which was today published in the Official Gazette, above 
the signature of the defense minister, states: 


"At a meeting of representatives of nationalist Arab organizations held in 
Umm al-Fahm on 22 December 1980, a resolution was adopted known as the 

"Umm al-Fahm Charter,’ which was intended to serve as a cover organization 
for the said organizations. That resolution stated, among other things, 

that the Palestinian people in Israel is part of the Palestinian people as 

a whole and that the PLO is the sole representative of the Palestinian people. 


"At a meeting held in Al-Taiyiba on 13 February 1981, with the participation 
of representatives of the said organizations, the ‘Umm al-Fahm Charter' was 
ratified, and at a meeting held on 21 February 1981 a decision was made to 
establish a cover organization for the said organizations--based on the 

‘Umm al-Fahm Charter'--called the "National Coordination Committee” (Lajna 
fansqiq Watani). 


"The organization, known as the ‘National Coordination Committee,’ established 
as its aim to fight against the State of Israel and Zionism, and to establish 
a Palestinian state led by the PLO in the territory of Eretz Yisra’el. The 
PLO was declared a terrorist organization according to the edict for the 
prevention of terrorism, 1948. 
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"Therefore, the defense minister made the following decision: 


"Because of the danger to Israel's security posed by the existence and 
activity of the ‘National Coordination Committee,' I hereby declare, by 
virtue of my authority according to Regulation 84 (1) (B) of the Emergency 
Defense Regulations, 1945, as | ows! 


"The organization known as the ‘National Coordination Committee’ (Lajna 
faneqiq Watari), or any other name by which it may be known from time to 
time, whose plattorm was determined in the meeting held in Ai-Taiyibah 
on 13 February 1981, is an illegal association,” 


(Signed] M, Begin, minister of defense. 


CSO: 4805/195 
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MODA'L MEETLNG WITH ELECTRIC COMPANY LEADER REPORTED 
TAZL 1201 Jerusalem POST in English 21 Apr 81 p 2 


iReport by Arye Wolman: “Government Faces New Tussle With Arab Power Firm") 


(Text) Anwar Nusaybah, head of the Jerusalem District Electricity Company, 
held an emergency meeting of his board of directors last night after discussing 
the future of the Arab-owned fire with Energy Minister Yitzhaq Moda'i earlier 
in the afternoon. 

The deliberations of both meetings were kept secret and none of the participants 
was prepared to disclose afterwards whether the ministry has decided to take \ 
over that part of the company's concession located within Jerusalem's | 
boundaries, as permitted by a High Court ruling in February. 


A further tussle between the ministry and the company is expected following 
yesterday's announcement by the ministry that construction is to begin this 
week on a kilometre-square solar pond, to generate five megawatts of elec- 
tricity. The project is ear-marked for the northern shore of the Dead Sea, 
which lies within the concession area of the Arab company. 


Yesterday's confrontation between Moda'i and Nusaybah called at the minister's 
initiative, came after Moda'i cancelled four meetings he scheduled with 
Nusaybah over the past month. Energy Ministry Director-General David Hago'el 
said 11 days ago tiat the ministry would make a final decision as to the fate 
of the company within a week. Yesterday Hago'el flew abroad for two weeks 
after holding a long meeting with Moda'i on Friday. 


The ministry's original intention of taking over all the company's 72,000 Arab 
and Jewish customers and its 20-megawatt generating plant was aborted when 

the High Court of Justice ruled that it was only entitled to take over the 
concession in an area of Israeli sovereignty and not in the West Bank. There, 
said the three justices, the company's 67-year-old concession gave it the sole 
right to generate and distribute electricity. 


lt is this latter point that threatens to tur a seemingly innocuous experiment 
in solar energy into a major political controversy. A small /.5-dunam experi- 
mental solar pond, designed by Hebrew University Prof Henry Tabor as a means 

trapping the sun's heat in salt water caught below the surface of fresh 
water, is already onerating in ‘En Boqeq, at the southern end of the Dead Sea 
and within the green line. 
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ror the last few months the Energy Ministry has been cabillating whether to 
set up @ large pool costing $20 million alongside the original, or at 
Qalya, which is only 60 kilometres further north but inside the West Bank. 
the tinal decision tavouring Oalva was made because the area is sparsely 
populated and contains no nature reserves or extractive industries, unlike 
the Dead Sea's southern shores, said ministry spokesman Yitzhaq Shomron 
vesterday, 





ISRAEL 


DEAD SEA SOLAR POOL ISSUE REVIEWED 
TAL01248 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 20 Apr 81 p 1 


[Report by Mikha'el Garti: “The Electricity-Producing Solar Pool Will Be 
Bullt Within the Jurisdiction of the East Jerusalem Electric Company's 
Franchise" | 


(Text) The construction of an experimental solar pool for the production 
of electricity near Qalya in the northern part of the Dead Sea area might 
encounter legal difficulties in light of the High Court of Justice decision 
that reiterated the validity of the East Jerusalem Electric Company's 
franchise to be the sole producer of electricity in the West Bank area, 
including the site for the construction of the new solar pool. Energy 
Ministry officials discussed the matter at the end of last week. Neverthe- 
less, it seems that the "Solmat" company will begin work on the named 

site this week. 


The solar pool project is part of the last stage of solar pool experiments. 
In this framework, there is also a plan to construct a solar pool that 

will produce 5 megawatt (5,000 kilowatt) electricity from solar energy 

on an area of 2 square km. The "Solmat” company--a joint enterprise of 

the “Ormat” plant in Yavne and the Energy Ministry--has set up a special 
team to work on the construction of the solar pool. This team chose the 
Qalya site for the construction of the pool. 


The HA‘ARETZ correspondent has learned that some of the considerations for 
vuilding the pool in the territories rather than near the previous experi- 
mental pool at the Zohar Wadi estuary were the desire to accelerate licens- 
ing procedures and the earmarking of the site. The construction of the pool 
within the green line requires licenses from many local and construction 

and housing councils. The planners wanted to shorten the process by con- 
structing the pool within the military government's jurisdiction. 


Sources at the Energy Ministry and at "Soltam” refused to confirm this 
version and said the pool would be built near Qalya rather than near the 
southern part of the Dead Sea because of general considerations about the 
“suitability” and the cost of digging at the latter site. 


The new solar pool project will cost 520 million. If the experimental power 
plant works out successfully the Energy Ministry hopes to construct a power 
plant based on a solar pool that will produce a considerable part of 
israel’s electricity consumption in the year 2000. 
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BRIEFS 


WKSEH LPPERS PRAY UNDISTURBED--For the first time since the 6-Day War a group 
of persons loyal to Temple Mount has managed to say public prayers on 

the Temple Mount area without being disturbed. Ten worshipers, headed by 
Hershon Salomon and Rabbi Moshe Segal, climbed Temple Mount in the after- 
noon and said a ceremonious prayer on the occasion of the Passover. The 
worshipers stood near the al-Aqsah Mosque with their faces in the direction 
of the place where the temple stood. The Arabs in the place did not 
interfere with the prayer and the police did not have to take any action. 
[Text] [TA232019 Jerusalem Domestic Television Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 
23 Apr 81) 


MOVEMENT AGAINST WITHDRAWAL--The founding ceremony of a movement calling 
itself "with the aim of stopping the withdrawal from the Sinai" took place 
in Jerusalem this evening. Members of Gush Emunim, residents of the 

Yamit District, Knesset members and public figures attended the ceremony. 
This movement urges the government to stop withdrawing from the Sinai and 
halt along the al-‘Arish-Ra's Muhammad line. Stopping the withdrawal from 
the Sinai, they say, is actually a war for the sake of Jerusalem. [Texi] 
(TA231932 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 23 Apr 81} 


FOREIGN INVESTMENT DECLINE--There was a sharp decline in foreign investments 
in 1980. Private foreign investments dropped to an unprecedented rate, 

almost reaching the situation prior to the economic turnover in November 1977. 
According to data supplied by the Central Bureau of Statistics, foreign 
investments in 1980 totaled some $44 million compared with $52 million in 
1979. Foreign investments in 1977 totaled $100 million and in 1978 they 
reached $115 million. [Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 23 Apr 81 p 3 TA] 


INDUSTRIAL EXPORTS STATISTICS--Last month, the Israeli industry exported goods 
worth $340 million, excluding the diamond industry. This is an increase 

f more than 20 percent compared with the same month last year. Industry 
Minister Gid'on Pat, who reported this, noted that the main increase was 
marked in the metal, electronics and food branches. In the first quarter of 


the vear there was also a 9-percent increase in industrial exports. Our 
‘rrrespondent, Gadi Sukenik, noted that the diamond exports, however, con- 
ved to decline in the same period of time. [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic 


ice in Hebrew 1700 GMT 25 Apr 81 TA] 
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(ERRORISTS' HOUSES=-Security personnel have sealed off two houses in the 
village ot Silwad in the Ramallah District, Terrorists who belonged to the 
squad of Khalid (Adiq) which acted mainly against notables suspected of 
collaboration with Israel lived in these houses, These terrorists are 
suspected of having murdered a local resident, of having hurled a hand- 
grenade at an Israeli bus and © having possessed arms and sabotage materials, 
Our correspondent Pinhas ‘Inbari reports that a curfew was imposed on the 
village during the sealing-off operation and that searches were simultaneously 
conducted in the village of (Na'ama) in the framework of the interrogation 

of Khalid (Adiq)'s squad, [Text] [TA261740 Jerusalem Kk estic Service in 
Hebrew 1600 GMT 26 Apr 81] 


W. BANK SETTLEMENT HALTED --The settlement of Mizpe Guvrin will not be 
allowed to be established on land belonging to the village of Tarqumiyah, 
on the Hebron Hills slopes, before the Knesset election. This emerges from 
a decision made by the Military Appeals Committee. The committee decided 
to prolong the effectiveness of the preventive order, banning activity in 
the area, by about 2 months. The committee also instructed the landowners’ 
attorneys to draw up ownership maps, but the villagers refuse, claiming 
that this request is illegal since they have already submitted documents 
attesting to their ownership. The Arab lawyers announced that they are 
boycotting the committee. [Text] (|TA220627 Jerusalem Domestic Service 

in Hebrew 0500 GMT 22 Apr 81] 


GREEN LINE SETTLEMENT~--The settlement Tal was established today in the 

Latrun area, on the green line. This is the first of a chain of settle- 

ments the Hatzav movement is planning to establish on the mountain bridge. 

The movement does not have any party affiliations. Most of the construction 

in its settlements is to be private and science-enriched industries will 

be established in them from finance provided by the settlers themselves. 
ext] ,TA211822 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1700 GMT 21 Apr 81] 


BALANCE OF PAYMENTS--In 1980 Israel's foreign debts totaled $21.7 billion. 
The debts last year increased by $2.4 billion. This is revealed in data 
provided by the Central Bureau of Statistics. In contrast with this, 

the deficit in Israel's balance of payments decreased and last year it 
totaied $3,832 million, 1.5 percent less than in 1979, Exports increased 
by 23 percent and totaled $10.1 billion. Imports totaled $14 billion, 

an actual drop ot 11 percent. Security imports last year increased by 
$0.5 bill.on and totaled $1.7 billion. The rate of exports last year rose 
to 73 percent in comparison with 68 percent in 1979. [Text] [Tel Aviv 
MA'ARIV in Hebrew 22 Apr 81 [no page given] TA] 


E. JERUSALEM ELECTRIC CO--Energy Minister Yitzhaq Moda'i summoned the chairman 
the Fast Jerusalem Electric Company's board of directors, Anwar Nusaybah, 
to discuss the future of the company in view of the High Court of Justice 
injunction issved at the time that prevented its expropriation by the govern- 
ment. After tie meeting, Nusaybah convened the members of the board of 
directors, Fer the moment, there is no information on the content of the 
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Moda'i=Nusaybah conversation, but our correspondent Gadi Sukenik says that 
the government is apparently trying to arrive at a compromise that would 
prevent political incidents at this moment, At the same time, sources 

have told our correspondent that the government has no intention of totally 
withdrawing from its intention to take over some installations of the Arab 
company, Our correspondent has learned that neither members of the 
Jerusalem Electric Company nor the security forces are on spc ‘*! alert, 
[Text] [TA201839 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1700 Gt J Apr 81) 


NEW ELECTRICAL LINE--The electric company plans to set up a new line from 
Jerusalem to the southern part of the Jordan Rift Valley, to cross an area 
under the franchise of the East Jerusalem Electric Company. This is a line 
that will reach Yitav, Na'aran and Netiv Haggedud., The other settlements 
in the Jordan Rift Valley receive their electricity supply from the 

Bet She'an area. Our correspondent, Gadi Sukenik, reports that the 
electric company intends to complete the work within 2 years. According 
to sources in the company, there is no legal impediment to stretching the 
line through the area under the Arab company's concession and thus supply 
sites serving the LDF as well. [Text] [TA301845 Jerusalem Domestic Service 
in Hebrew 1400 GMT 30 Apr 81) 


BANKING LNTEREST RATES--Businessmen paid 42 percent annual interest for credit 
in real money terms during the first three months of this year, according 

to Bank of Israel and Central Bureau of Statistics data. This is the highest 
interest ever charged by banks in Israel's history. “he cost of authorized 
overdrafts during the first quarter of 1981 was 69.2 percent a year in real 
money terms. In the last 10 months, inflation has stabilized at an annual 
rate of 133 percent. In the same period the interest in real terms charged 
tor credit was 22 percent. In the last 2 years wild fluctuations in the rate 
of inflation and interest have had their effect on the real money value of 
credit. Im the final quarter of 1980, the real annual cost of credit was 

6.3 percent; in the third quarter of the same year it was 29.3 percent; 

in the second quarter, 2.2 percent; and 37.6 percent in the first quarter. 

In 1979, banks lost money on credit and the real value of credit fluctuated 


between minus 2 percent to minus 17.5 percent. [Jerusalem POST in English 
20 Mar 81 p 3 TA| 


RELIGIOUS ARABS JAILED--Nearly half of the 60 religious Arabs from the triangle 
iccused of security offences at the Lod Military Court have already been 
sentenced to jail terms ranging from eight months to three years, the 
/LRUSALEM POST learned. One of the 30 men brought to trial was sentenced to 


lO years imprisonment. Another was acquitted and has already returned home to 
his triangle village in the eastern Sharon. There are still 30 detainees 
iwilting trial in Camera at the Ramla lock-up. Most of the Arabs are accused 
membership in a seditious religious nationalistic movement. A few are 
more serious offences of terrorism and if convicted face sentences 
to 15 years. Some are accused of setting fire to forests or forcing 
re ents of their villages to conform to their religious beliefs. The accused 
wailing trial in Ramla jail tend to stick together, praying and making no 
contact with other security prisoners, it was learned. [Text] [TA271123 


jerusalem POST in English 27 Apr 81 p 2] 











CONTACTS WITH AR B& LEADERS=-Tel Aviv--Two-thirds of the public believe that 
contact with Arab leaders will expedite the peace process, Most people also 
approve the kind of meetings Labour Party Chairman Shim'on Peres held 
recently with King Hassan of Morocco, although many of them feel he should 
only have done so with the premier's approval, This emerged from a poll 
conducted by the Modi'in Ezrahi Applied Research Centre among a representa~ 
tive sample of 1,237 adults. Asked whether meetings with Arab leaders like 
King Hassan expedited the peace process, 64,3 percent said yes, 32.6 percent 
said no and another 3.1 percent were undecided, Those who favour such 
contacts come from all strata of the population, though the strongest support 
comes from the prosperous and better educated, The two-thirds favouring 

such contacts were asked a further question: "Is there a place for contacts 
of the kind conducted by Shim'on Peres?" to which 50 percent said yes, but only 
with the premier's approval; 18,2 percent said yes, even without the 
premier's approval; 30.3 percent said no, and 1,5 percent had no opinion, 
Again, the strongest support for contacts with Arab leaders came from the 
upper status groups. [Text] [TA281139 Jerusalem POST in English 28 Apr 81 

p 3) 


MARCH IMMIGRATION FIGURES--In March only 959 immigrants came to Israel], in 
comparison with 2,233 last March. The main decrease was in immigration 
trom the Soviet Union. This March, 1,241 immigrants left the Soviet Union 
in comparison with more than 3,000 last March. Only 221 immigrants 
reached Israel; a dropout rate of more than 80 percent. The Jewish agency 
head of the Immigration and Absorption Department, Refa'‘el Kotlovitch, told 
our correspondent that dropping out by Soviet Jews to Western countries 
was harming the granting of exit visas because the Russians regarded this 
as a breach of an unwritten agreement. The exit vises are only given for 
lsrac.. There was a real increase in March, however, totaling about 

40 percent, in immigration from North America and West Europe in general. 
Text} | TAL71927 Jerusalem Domestic Television Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 
L5 Apr 81 TA] 


ARAB ORGANIZATION OUTLAWED--Defense Minister Begin decided today to outlaw 


the National Coordination Committee [Va'adut Hate'um Hale'umit] organization 
that was set up in Umm al=-Fahm last December. The outlawing is in accord 
with Regulation 84 of the Defense Regulations for Emergencies. The 
organizatiou's goal is to fight the State of Israel and Zionism and estab- 


lish a Palestinian state led by the PLO in Eretz Yisra‘el, [Text] 
.TA161139 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1100 GMT 16 Apr 81] 


ALk INF LLTRATION--The air force has stationed a unit for defense against 
aircrait at the northern border, after the terrorist organizations began to 
equip themselves with hot air balloons and gliders. This has been disclosed 
for the first time by the commander of the antiaircraft forces, in an 

interview with our military correspondent Shmu'el Tal. He said that his troops 
ad deployed equipment for discovery and surveillance along the border and 
placed antiaircraft batteries there, to complete the deterrence and identifica- 
tion measures. These batterfcs permitted the antiaircraft troops to discover 
“he hot air balloon from west of Manara and bring it down. The antiaircraft 
ommander also said the terrorists’ attempt to cross the border via the 

iir proves that the IDF has succeeded in closing off the normal infiltration 
routes. However, he thinks that attempts at infiltration by hot air balloons 
ire not necessarily suicide missions, since, according to him, there is a 
chance, at least theoretically, of flying these balloons and landing them 

even on difficult terrain. [Text] [TAL70635 Jerusalem Domestic Service 

in Hebrew 0500 GMT 17 Apr 81] 
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JORDAN 


W POLICIES IN LEBANON, DOMESTIC ARENA CRITICIZED 
Amman AL=RA'Y in Arabic 1 Mar 81 p 20 
Article by Haydar Mahmud: “A Letter to the ‘Support’ Arabs!"/ 


/Text/ We must present the following facts to our brother Arabs, expectally those 
who are paying the price to Syria for what is called “perseverance” ; 


i. The arms the ruling sectarian regime 1s buying with Arab money are now being 
ised for two purposes, and two purposes alone: 


/First/, killing the Syrian people, who are all imprisoned, as happened in the 
Tadmur Prison! 


Second, conspiring against the Arabs, expecially those who are standing up to Israel, 
as is the case in Jordan, or, more accurately, as would have been the cease had it 
not been for the vigilance of the security agencies and their permanent watchfulness 
for the safety of this ardent land and the safety of its people from the hands of 


the transgressors! 


, The official Syrian delegations moving back and forth between Arab and world 
apitels, on the pretext of attending conferences at the highest levels, contain 

the people they contain, people belonging to gangs who take pleasure in crime, whose 
nands are soaked in blood, on whose teeth are the stench of the traces of the meat 

of humans slaughtered tn the streets of Damascus or Aleppo, in the prisons of La- 
takfa and Tadmur, or even in the alleyways of Paris and Pome! 


An army which has reached the state of chaos and “childishness,” where a major 
ecomes the commancer of a brigade, a policeman the commander of a division and an 
‘dinary private no more than 18 years old a chief of staff at a time of intellec- 


‘uel, technological and nuclear confrontation with “Israel” - such an army, which 
des not want to fight, cannot under any circumstances even protect itself, in light 
‘ the simple Arabic proverb which holds: “a weapon in a child's hand is harmful!” 


The affairs of Lebanon, which has been hemorrhaging for more than 6 years, are 
tr 10,000 troops” of the deterrent forces which belong to 


’ sna , the 











the sectarian regime, and through Lebanon and by means of Lebanon the forces carry 
out what SuCheand=such @ major or such-and-such a colonel wants, thus facilitating 
the task of Israel! infiltration which is going on full steam in the south and else- 


woerc 


apid Arab and international “intervention” in this gang's activities has become 


very necessary, in order to deter it and prevent it from perpetrating further slaugh- 
ters along the lines of the slaughter of Tadmur Prison, and it 1s not possible, under 
any conditions, for anyone to consider that such intervention (Arab or international ) 
falls under the category of the “internal affairs” of that government, which 1s doing 
ho its people what {ft 1s doing and is doing to the Arabs, and even the whole world, 
what {t {9 dofne, in the form of conspiracies, crimes and assassinations! 

say Uhat ft fs necessary for all Arabs-especially the ones who are paying the price 
for the arms directed against us, the ones who are truly standing up to Israel-to 
intervene, and the United Nations must intervene, especially the human rights commis- 
sions, or Some body, whetever its name, to stop the wretched bloodbaths against every- 


ne who differs with the gang fn terms of religion, creed or ortlentation! 


wever, (ne world {s just interested in what 15 happening to a “entld® in an Amer | - 
an state in the far north or the deep south. 


ust interest: i+ what | happening to 4a women ina European city who 15s 
) yn adolescent who had one marijuna cigarette. 

rn 1 re of co ipselves. or a!) levels. we know how to ware harm away from our- 
snd our precious natior however, the DIg concern, which causes us sleepless 
and provokes us, 18 the destiny of the fraternal people in wretched Syria, 


people who have been oporessed by assassination, who have been slaughtered 

suidations, and who are no longer able even to defend themselves. How can they 
themselves in the face of a tremendous army of criminal mercenaries when they 
risoned and weighted down with chains? 
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STATUS OF INFLATION IN COUNTRY ANALYZED 
Amman AL«RA'Y in Arcobic 28 Feb 81 p § 
(Article by Fahd a’-Fanik: “The Economic Perspective: The Inflation Rate in 1980"/ 


jText/ The final figures for 1980 have been prepared, now that the Central Bank of 
Jordan has issued its monthly statistical bulletin for the month of December 1980. 


The cost of living indices for the final month of the year were 3.3 percent higher 
than in the corresponding month of the previous year. The average index for all the 
months of 1980 relative to all months of 1979 shows that the cost of living index 
rose by 11-1 percent. 


The wholesale price index for the city of Amman in the last quarter of the year 1980 
was &.1 percent higher than in the same period of 1979, but a comparison of the 
average price index for the entire year relative to 1979 shows that the wholesale 
price index in the city of Amman rose by 14.1 percent. 


The retail price index for the most important supply commodities in the entire year 
of 1980 was 12.6 percent above its level in the previous year, 1979. 


These various indicators provide different results, for two reasons: first, each 1s 
calculated by an independent body, and second, each indicator measures a different 
sample which does not necessarily correspond with other samples, since prices for 
different categories of goods and services do not rise or fall at the same rate. 


t should be mentioned that the cost of living indices in the kingdom, which rose 
ll.l1 percent, are calculated by the General Statistics Department; these are the 
ost comprehensive, accurate indices for our purposes. The indices of wholesale 
prices in the ctty of Amman, which rose by 14.1 percent, are calculated by the 
rdanian Central Bank The retail price index for the most important supply com- 
sdities, which rose by 12.6 percent, is calculated by the Ministry of Supply. 


ne monetary index of inflation, which is the invex of an increase in the —s 
ply, shows a rise of 24.7 percent; subtract! 9g the rate of growth of the domestic 
not fixed figures, which we estimate at 10.7, from that that leaves about 
6 percent, representing the growth in the money supply over real economic growth. 
rat 2st corresponds to the arithmetic average of the three previous indices 
the price rise, which suggests that there is a direct correlation between the ex- 
ansion in money and inflation. 
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UNION FEDERATION RAISES OBJECTION TO WAGE FREEZES 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 2 Mar 81 p 5 


(Article; “In a Memorandum to the Office of_the Premier, Union Federation Objects 
to Wage and Price Committee Recommendations"/ 


/Text/ The General Federation of Workers’ Unions in Jordan has presented a memoran- 
dum to Mr Mudar Badran, the prime minister, containing the union movement's viewpoint 
on the Wage and Price Committee's recommendations and their impact on economic con- 
ditions in general and the social and human aspects of labor in Jordan in particular. 


The mem ndum stated that this issue constitutes a fundamental problem which ought 
to have © en remedied some time ago, because it has become aggraveted and has increased 
in complexity as a result of the continuing gap between wages and prices. Wages have 
been rising at much lower rates than prices and costs of living, including basic 
human services. 


Statistical Studies 


The memorandum pointed out that al! statistics and studies confirm that prices have 
risen at rates several times greater than those at which wages have risen. In addi- 
tion, all indicators which official bodies still issue give no indication of price 
stability or at least a drop in price increases. Prices have gone up 67 percent in 
the past 5 years since the base year, 1975. The rates of increase have been as 
follows: 

11.5 percent, 27.7 percent, 36.6 percent, 56 pe, nt, and 67 percent. In add’ ‘ion, 
these statistics and studies do not give an indication on whether these prices will 
rise or stop at a specfic level in future years. 


In addition, to look at wages just from the economic angle and to ignore the social 
and human aspects of the value of the wage and its worth in responding to workers 
requirements in the light of the buying power of the wage, entails many dangers and 
much injustice to the rights of workers and wil! lead to negative results reflected 
in t*e lator market e-d the social and human conditions of our workers. In this 
realm, we can stress that none of the labor demands, and the gains the workers have 
made from these demands as a result of collective agreements, have involved improv- 
ing workers’ conditions in general. Rather, they have just involved compensating for 
some losses the workers faced as a result of the rise in costs of living and the drop 
in the purchasing power of money. 














Formation of the Committee 


The memorandum stated that many criticisms have been recorded against formation of 
the committ the way it was formed and the title it bears, most prominent of which 
are: 


The breakdown of representation in committee membership is unequal, since we find 
that employer representation, accounts for double that of the workers, that the pub- 
lic sector 1s represented by double the number of private sector representatives in 
terms of workers and employers, and consequently that dominance of the committee 
lies with government representatives and the committe's recommendations express and 
indicate the policy the government adopts in the wage and price fields. 


Although the committee bears the name of the Advisory Wage and Price Committee, it 
is to be noted that its scope of activity 1s confined to setting wages and that the 
few cases in which the issue of prices was discussed were for the sake of raising 
the prices of some commodities, as happened in the case of fuel and cigarettes, by 
recommendation of the committee. 


It appears that there are no scientific bases on which the committee relies in 
approving specific recommendations for increasing wages, as regards rates of increases 
in prices and costs of living, inflation, the human living requirements of working 
people, or the just per capita income rate as a fraction of national income. 


[t is observed that the committee's task is confined to lowering wages with the goa! 
of reducing rates of price increases in a manner which leads one to think that rises 
in wages are the only cause of rises in prices, although the reality is totally the 
opposite of that. The increase in wages is only a natural product of the rise in 
prices and increases in the burdens of living. 

The committee's activity in the field of limiting wage increases without taking 
rates of increase of prices into consideration and linking wages to prices in accor- 
dance with sound scien.ific bases orings damage to the interests of workers and in 
addition co.stitutes a violation o* the provisions of the Labor Law, espectally in 
its endeavor to restrict labor union negoti. tions to improve workers’ conditions 

ing 30D circumstances 


atrine the Incre: 


The memorandum pointed out that the committee's recommendations to impose restric- 
tions on workers nions by setting a maximum increase that can be obtained through 
llective agreements es is plain from the first committee recommendation, which 
antat nothing to indicate that employers will be compelled to pay out wage in- 

ree , especially in the job sectors whicn have been deprived of trade union 

sctivit hows that the committee did not intend to improve workers’ conditions, 

raise their standard of living or help them overcome the circumstances of inflation 
notar price increases 
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ine recommendations have also given employers the right to exercise discretion 

on additional raises and rates of increases per person, which constitutes a means 

for exerting pressure in the hands of the employer and reduces the benefit in the 
right, since it 18 certain that most workers will be deprived of raises while a small 
group of relatives and pretense of employers will benefit; this will result in in- 
creased tension in job relations and will inflict damage on production. 


The workers’ trade union movement, which does not refrain from raising the wage and 
price issue and dealing with it at all levels, considers that the trade union move- 
ment has the right to adhere in full to its role in dealing with this matter and giving 
agreement to any general wage and price policy, so that such a policy will not con- 
fiict with the trade union movement's noble goals of guaranteeing the interests of 
the working people in th's country are cofended in the framework of circumstances 
and resources which do net conflict with the higher national interests of the 
country and with conditions of social and economic development. It reaffirms its 
full readiness to cooperate with all responsible bodies to deal with wage and price 
problem to create a basis of oquilibrium between wages and prices by limiting price 
nikes, or linking increases in wages to a progression which advances with the 
increase in prices. 


Recording the Objection 


The federation recorded its objection to the committee's recommendations on restrict- 
ing wage increases, which will consequently lead to restricting the labor movement, 
paralyzing its moves to strive to improve conditions and the standard of living of 
workers and consequently resulting in the flight of further Jordanian manpower abroad, 
emptying the labor market of Jordanian workers. It underlines the following: 


The need to work to stop the ir: ecular increase in prices, which is not based on 
realistic logical foundations, especially since the workers’ demands are the natural 
result of price increases most of the time. 


ertion that labor disputes and demands must be resclved through the Labor Law and 
reconciliation stages and procedures and not be handed over to committees which are 
itside the context of the provisions of the Labor law, out of concern for the legiti- 
acy of procedures and the legality of the conclusions derived from them. The 
federaticn underlines ‘ts desire, support and contribution to setting forth a wage 
slicy which is firmly related to prices and price developments ari shows concern 
for the interests of our workers and our domestic economy. 


bor movement will welcome every initiative to increase wages among all sectors 


of workers in a comprehensive, just manner without infringing on the untons’ rights 
prove our workers’ conditions if need so requires, in accordance with the pro- 
f the Labor Law 
jifference in wage levels between similar labor sectors and the existence of 
arge sectors of workers who are stil! working for low wages demand that collective 
bargaining be supported in order that their standard of living may be raised. it 1s 
3's0 incumbent on any committee formed to study wages that it link wages to prices 


witnin a mobil s- 





No resolutions or recommendations issued by the Advisory Wage and Price Committee 
must affect or diminish the rights which have been attained for workers, and any 
any resolution of that sort will be in violation of the law and cannot be accepted 
by the labor union movement. 


A Collective Agreement 


The General Federation of Workers’ Unions also stressed its readiness to sign a uni- 
fied collective agreement or sectoral collective agreements which are comprehensive 
and binding on al] workers and employees for specific perivds without infringing the 
rights acquired by certain groups of workers, so that increases in wages can be | ink- 
ed to increases in prices within a national plan to be agreed on by the three parties 
the government, the employers and the workers. 
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TATUS OF THIS YEAR'S CROPS REVIEWED 


Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 28 Feb 81 p 8 


/Article by Ziyad al-Shillah: "2.5 Million Donums Planted with Grain This Season, 
Annual Wheat Deficit of 80,000 Tons"/ 


Text/ The area planted with grain this season totals about 2.55 million donums. 
About 2 million donums have been planted with wheat, about 400,000 donums with 


barley, and about 150,000 donums with lentil's. 


Mr ‘Abd-al«Ra'uf al-Nabulust, director of the wheat project in the Agricultural 
Production Department of the Ministry of Agriculture, stated in a conversation 

with AL-RA'Y that these areas vary from year to year in accordance with rainfall, 
volumes of rain and whether the rain is distributed early or late. When the season 


earlier its rains are abundant and widespread, the areas are set aside for wheat 
planting; these come to about 2 millions donums, along with 400,000 donums for bar- 
ley and 150,000 donums for lentil's, That is, these areas are farmed in years of 
jood early rainfall and farming falls short of these rates when the rainfall is 
lelayed, dropping to three quarters or half the area. However, in the case of this 
year, the rains which have fallen up to now are adequate, good and also early, al- 


though they have been a bit slow in coming. 


Farming All Area 


i said that these rains encouraged the farming of areas which had been 
et aside for agriculture and that this year differs from the preceding one in that 
farmers have not used up the second portion of lands which are left to summer crops 
or farming, as happened last year; roughly all the areas set aside for farming have 
been planted except for some sites with little acreage which have been left for 
mmer farming. That has occurred in western areas with high rainfall, since farn- 
ers obtain greater prof‘ts from summer farming than from winter farming. 


J 4 . 
Mr ai-Nabu 


“Mr el-Nabulusi said that the rain which has fallen so far this year is good ard wel! 
tributed and on the average exceeds the general annual level. It is below the 
tal for last year to this date, and, if the rainfall continues from now on and 

rises, this will show and help, indeed give promise of, a good season, if the rains 

anc the climatic phenomena continue in suitable fashion and the growth of the wheat 


tinues in a sound manner 











SEES lllllllIIIIIIIIII 


Wheat's Rank 


On wheat's share of productivity in Jordan, Mr ‘Abd-al-Ra'uf al-Nabulusi, director 
of the wheat project in the Agricultural Department of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
says that wheat is considered to be one of the main crops in Jordan in terms of 
acreage, output and revenue, and that tomatoes are considered the main vegetable 
crop, as olives are the main fruit tree crop; these three crops are considered to 
be the main ones in Jordan, 


Mr al-Nabulusi Says that approximately 18 percent of the total agricultural manpower 
in Jordan is now engaged in wheat cultivation. Wheat is also considered a basic 
foodstuff consumed by the population; the average person in Jordan consumes close to 
140 kilograms annually; the country's total consumption comes to about 350,000 tons 
of wheat, about 15,900 tons for seeds, and 20,000 tons for expatriates, tourists and 
visitors, that ts, our toal annual requirements are about 385,000 tons of wheat. 





The Annual Deficit 


Local production comes to about 135,000 tons. About 150,000 tons are delivered to 

the refugees’ and displaced persons’ account and about 20,000 tons are imported for 
the account of projects and philanthropic societies; the deficit is about 80,000 tons 
a year, and this deficit is met by importing quantities of wheat and flour. We there- 
fore find that the jovernment is devoting great attention to wheat growing by raising 
the production rate from its current level, which is estimated at from 80 to 100 
kilograms per donum, to 120 to 150 kilograms per donum, thus making up part of the 
deficit. We find that the Ministry of Agriculture is carrying out tests and obser- 
vations on different types of wheat which are marked by high productivity and that 

the ministry {s a)so propagating modern agricultural techniques in the form of plant- 
ing improved seeds, preparing land by machine, using fertilizer and insecticides, 

and following a regular crop cycle. All these methods help increase output. In 
addition, last year the government marketed the wheat protuced by farmers at pro- 
fitable prices above the prices of the local markets, indeed world prices, with the 
objective of subsidizing wheat cultivation, approximately 25,000 tons have been bought 
and next year the government will also seek “o purchase wheat from farmers through 
committees spread out in wheat production centers in the kingdom. 
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Mr ‘Abd-al-Ra'uf al-Nabulusi, the wheat project director, said that wheat farming 
in Jordan is broxenm down into four areas, according to the amounts of rain. There 
are the eastern areas, where the rain does not exceed 200 millimeters, these consti- 
tute 20 to 25 perce et of the land area planted with wheat. Then there are the 
central areas, where the rain ranges from 250 to 400 millimeters; these account 
for roughly 70 percent of the total area set aside for farming which is relied on 
for oroductior. Then there are the western areas where the rains come to more than 
4c jilimeters, comprising the hill plains and the plateaus which Sreak them up 
extending to the al-Aghway and then the unirrigated and irrigated al-Agnwar areas, 
where the average is small, not exceeding 3 percent of the land area. On the possi- 
jlity of considering Jordan a native home in the Middle East, Mr al-Nabulusi said, 
we consider Jordan to be a native home for wheat; studies made by plant re- 








searchers show that there is al-Barri wheat in Ghawr al-Safi, which shows that Jordan 
is an extension of the native wheat sources which also lie in Syria and Iraq," 


The Optimum Method 


Concerning the optimum method which must be followed to preserve agricultural land 
and keep farmers on their land, Mr ‘Abd-al-Ra'uf al-Nabulusi, director of the wheat 
proejct in the Agricultural Department of the Mini try of Agriculture, says that 
first, before all else, it is necessary to Stop the tide of construction on agri- 
cultural land which has been occurring since 1975 and it is necessary to restrict 
construction in towns ard villages to land which is not suitable for farming, to 
expand vertically in cunstruction, to restrict the establishment of orchards to 
lands around villages, and not to extend them onto land prepared for grain culti- 
vation, since this will have an effect on the grain cultivation deficit and conse- 
quently on the deficit in production and reliance on imports, which are increasing 
annually at a rate of 3 percent. 





JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


SOLAR ENERGY USE--The Royal Scientific Society has started conducting a field study 
on the use of sources of solar energy and wind power to respond to the requirements 
of arid areas. The study which the society's Departments of Mechanical Engineering 
and Economics are carrying out are aimed at ascertaining the uses which can be ap- 
plied to rural areas in pumping water from wells, heating water, and heating and 
lighting houses; the conclusions and recommendations of this study will be placed 
at the disposal of researchers and planners to use in scientific applications in 
the rural areas. The execution of this study, which will take 6 months, will in- 
clude a field survey of 40 villages in the Jordanian countryside, in cooperation 
with the Drink.ig Water Organization, the Jordanien Electric Authority, the Natural 
Resources Authority, the General Department of Stat‘stics and the Energy Department 
of the Ministry of Industry and Trade. /Text/ /Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 5 Mar 81 

p 2/ 11887 








LEBANON 


DUTLES OF STATE MINISTERS SPECIFIED 


Beirut AL=NAHAR in Arabic 14 Mar 81 p 3 


Lex 


wet’ 


ticle: "Decree Specifies Duties of State Mi: isters; Duties of Abu Khatir 


Up to Cabinet" } 


tc] Decree No 3842 of 6 March 1981 issued yesterday defines the duties and 
rs of the ministers of state. It was noted that the decree did not state that 
responsibility of Mr Joseph Abu Khatir was to attend to the affairs of the 


municipalities as had been decided previously. The decree merely indicated that 


Khat 
lini 


Foll 


ance 


AY 4 


ippr 


7 


foll 


ir will assume responsibility for duties assigned him by the Council of 


sters, 

owing is the text of the decree: 

President of the Republic, in accordance with the Constitution, and in accord- 
with Decree No 3596 25 October 1980 (Formation of the Cabinet), and in 
rdance with the recommendation | the Prime Minister, and following the 

oval of the incil .t Ministe ao 22 January 1981, hereby decrees the 


Wink: 


le l: Mr Joseph Abu Khatir, Minister of State, shall assume the duties 


‘usted t him | the Council otf Ministers. 


2: Mr Mahmud ‘Ammar, Minister of State, shall assume the following 


rdination among the various authorities concerned with aiding and studying 
iffairs of displaced persons in all areas and problems of the south of all 
tes, and i rticular the following: 
g coordination among the various authorities concerned with the receipt 
stribution of social assistance. 
ing basi rojects to ensure the strengthening of the capabilities of the 
t he th and the meeting of their needs. 
tending to the problems of displaced persons and offering recommendations in 
r yar 
Lé ; Dr Cesar Nasr, Minister of State, shall undertake the responsibility 


tudvine attairs relating to the environment and social security in the 
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country (studying and prepesing solutions and implementational priorities with 
regard to the needs of the country and recommending practical means to apply the 
beet methods of teplementation) after contracting the responsible ministries, 
and in particular che etudving of matters related to the following affairs: 


A, he combatting of the various types of pollution (water, aif and + oa stal 
ateas), 

-=The flehting and containment of forest fires, 

“The combatting of damage to public health caused by the spraying of poisonous 
afd harmful pesti: ides, 

-=Modern @eane of collecting and burning refuse, 

eeThe protection of animal fesources, 


B. Adhere to civil regulations in conformity «ith the requirements of the environ- 
ment, 


C, The tedrese of crimes and the treatment of criminals, especially juveniles, 
-=The hat ing of arrested persons and places of detention, 

“Narcotics and wave of combatting then, 

~-ieprovement f the conditions of prisoners and prisons, 

-=The combatting of begging. 


Article 4: Mr Sami Yunis, Minister of State, shall undertake responsibility for 
the following duties: 


i. The ensuring of administrative fitness by etimulating the administration, 
developing its productivity, and studving the means to accomplish chis. 


2, Offering recommendations concerning the matter of the enactment of adminis- 
trative legislation and the revision of some legislation to keep wp with develop- 


sent 


3, The organigation of courses to update the ekille of the civil servant and 
familiarize hie with eucceesful administrative models. 


Arti le 5: ALl @intieters of state shall submit recommendations arising from the 
studies they conduct to the Council of Ministers eo that the council my dec ide 
on them and specify the means needed to isplenent then. 


Article 6: If necessary the minister of state may recommend the establishment of 
advisory bodies to assist in the accomplishment of hie duties. Such bodies 
shall be appointed by decree. 


The sinister shall head any such organizations and they shall meet at his summons. 
Article 7: The ministries, administrations and responsible public institutions 


are required to facilitate the duties of the sinisters of state and provide them 
with all the meane necessary for this purpose. 


gi 














Article @) The @inister May be assisted by 4 number of employees in the public 
sector te be commissioned by 4 joint decision from the minister of state and tle 
responsible minister after appreval has been obtained from the Council of 
Ministers, 


Article 9: This decree shall be publiel od and diselosed whenever necessary, 
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LIBYA FINANCES COMPLEX FOR HANDICAPPED 
Beirut AL=<SAFIR in Arabic 18 Mar 81 p ® 


[Article: “Some $4 Million From the Jamahiriyah for the ‘Complex of the 
September Revolution for the Development of Human Capabilities'") 


[Text] The Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah has offered $4 million 

to the Institutions for Social Care in Lebanon (Islamic Orphanage) for the pur- 
pose of constructing the “Complex of the September Revolution for the Development 
of Human Capabilities.” This complex will be constructed in the ‘Armun shrine 
area and will consist of four specialized institutions for the blind, deaf, 
physically handicapped and mentally retarded. A complex for the development of 
human capabilities operated by these institutions is located in the same area. 


To commemorate the occasion, the directorship of the institutions held a celebra- 
tion at its headquarters at 1030 yesterday worning. Present at the celebration 
were the secretary of the Office of the Arab Brotherhood, Salih al-Daruqi; 
Peoples Committee members ‘Abd-al-Qadir Ghawqah and Ramadan al-Samu'i; president 
of the Committee for Care, Dr Fu'ad al-Bazgari, along with members Sami al-Huss, 
Muhammad al-Jarudi, Sa'd-al-Din Farukh, Mahoud Qamuriyah, Dr Bashir Bilani and 
Dr Bahii Tabbarah; general director of the Institutions for Care, Muhammad 
Barakat; and a sumber of employees and administrators. 

















The celebration took place in a hall at the center o° which was a three-dimensional 
model of the complex, which was designed by Engineer Rabi' ‘Ammash. Mr Barakat 
gave an overview of the complex, which will include four institutions specializing 
in different types of handicaps. Each institution will be independent with respect 
to its educational functions according to the type of handicapped persons it 

serves (the blind, the deaf, the physically handicapped or the retarded). 


Barakat etated that the complex will be built on a 12,000-square-meter site and 
will have a total floorspace of 6,000 square meters. 
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VARIOUS DOMESTIC FISCAL, MONETARY, BANKING CONDITIONS REVIEWED 
Beirut AL<NAHAR in Arabic 23 Mar 8) 6 6 


Article by Nasio Saliba: “Evaluating the Financial and Monetary Situation at 
nd-1 980; Sal ibe: The Net Public Sector Debt Is 2.5 B1)) ton" 


{Text/ Mr Nasi Selibe, member of the Bank Oversight Committee, has made an evalua- 
jon of the fiscal and monetary situation, with reliance on Bank of Lebanon statis- 
tics up te the end of 1980, reviewing the development of bank liquidity, loca! 
lending, the balance of payments and the development of the exchange rates of ihe 
pound. These depend on the volume of the public sector debt devolving on the 

Bank of Lebanon and the banking system, which, at the end of 1980, came to 2.5 
billion pourds, or 15 percert of the national product. 


in 1979, the Bank of Lebanon began to chart a strict my ty A! by means of 
a specific money program aimed at controlling expansion in the volume of ‘ocal 
liquidity fn @ manner which would be fn balance with the real needs of the economy, 
fe the desire to limit inflation rates and support the exchange rate of the pound 
Tats policy was consolidated by the strengthening of bonds of cooperation and coor- 
jination between the bank and the oe of Finance, especially as regards the 
ssuence of treasury bonds at relatively high rates of interest. 


The most important monetary instrument the Bank of Lebanon used was to impose a 
compulsory 15 percent reserve on deposits in Lebanese /pounds/ in the commercia! 
banks and limit private sector lending in Lebanese pounds to specific percentages. 
in addition to that, the Bank of Lebanon cooperated with the Ministry of Finance 
in issuing tresury bonds to finance the government deficit and also to absorb 
surplus liquidity among the banks. The Bank of Lebanon sometimes resorted to in- 
tervenina in the foreign currency market to limit market speculation in the Lebanese 
pound and also to absorb the surplus liquidity the banks. It is clear that 
the use of a!) these instruments is aimed at controling the development of local 
liquidity and preserving a specific level of interest rates on the Lebanese pound 
in order to cope with foreign pressures on the exchange rate of the pound. 


It will be apparent below that the Bank of Lebanon's policy would have produced 
encouraging results on all lewels had ft not been for the pressures experienced by 
international markets arising from the rise in interest rates on the dollar to re- 
core levels, at @ time when the exchange rate of the pound, for example, recorded 
the deterioration which it suffered from. 


— — 








The final bank statistics for 1980 (Table One) show that local liquidity (the mone- 

tary OF Quasiemonetary block, or what is known abroad as M! and M2) increased by 

‘| percert a8 compared with 26.5 and 19.4 percent in the years 1979 and 19786 re- 

spectively. This increase seems high, especially when compared with economic 

activity during this — However, one Can stress that its inflationary effects 
) 


were very limited as long as roughly half of it represented the rise in residents’ 
hard Currency deposits, answers another part, representing frozen savings deposits 
in Lebanese currency which do not constitute direct pressure on public Seanad for 
goods and services and therefore on inflation rates. 


Table One: The Consolidated Monetary Situation cf the Banking System (in millions 
of Lebanese pounds) 


1978 1979 1980 
Assets 
Foreign essets (net) 9,528 11,64) oh 
Local lending 11,476 16,840 , 657 
To the public sector (net) (1) 1,467 2,701 4,364 
To the private sector 1,009 13,139 16,293 
Less Foreign currency 9 ,013) 1,424) 2,840) 
1,004 7,48) §,410 
Liabilities 
Monetasy block 6,227 6,747 7,702 
Less money in circulation 3, 35 3,506 (3,982) 
Quast-monetery 11,509 15,700 21,698 
Less Foreian currency (2,695) (5,606) (9,000) 
Total liquidity (monetary 17,736 22,447 29,400 
block and quas!-monetary) 3, 268 5,034 6,010 
Other liabilities (net) 
Percent changes 
Local lending 32.8 38.0 30.4 
Private sector lending 24.1 31.3 24.0 
Loce! liquidity 19.4 26.6 31.0 
Monetary block 23.0 8.3 14,1 
Quasi-monetary 17.6 36.4 38.2 


It is to be noted that the ratio of foreign currency deposits of residents to tote! 
bank deposits rose to 30.6 percent eat the end of 1980, as compared with 25 and 15.2 
percent at the enc of 1979 and 1978 respectively. The rise in this percentage, 

as is well known,may be attributed to depositors’ haste to transfer part of their 
savings in Lebanese money into certain foreign currencies, expecially the dollar, 
to benefit from the record interest rate of these currencies. 
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Table Two; Factors Influencing Liquidity (i'n millions of Lebanese pounds) 


1978 1979 1980 
Changes from year to year 
Local liquidity 2,685 4,7) 6,953 
Monetary block 11165 (965 
Quast -monetary 1,720 Ht 5,998 
ane residents’ deposits in foreign currency (100 2,01 3,30 
ore 
Factors influencing liquidity 
Foreign assets (net $09 2,113 3,112 
Loca! lending (net 2,834 4,364 4,717 
Lending to the public sector (net) BBY 1,204 1,563 
—*4 to the private sector 1,946 3,130 3,154 
Other liabilities (net) -458 «1,766 ~B76 


(=) The negative figure reflects a factor inhibiting the development of liquidity 


Table Two shows that while the expansion in local lending (to the public and private 
sectors) remained the most influential factor in the volume of local liquidity, its 
expansionary effects in 1980 were less than in the previous year, as a result of the 
decline in the rate of increase of these lendings, from 38 ent in 1979 to 30 per- 
cent. Conversely, the improvement which occurred in the balance of payments sur- 
plus represented in the net increase of foreion as.ets in the banking system p! yee 
a greater role in influencing the volume of local liquidity in 1980 relative to 1979. 
Here it is worth pointt out that if we leave out the effect of the factor of the 
balance of payments surp'us on the developme t of the volume of liquidity as it was 
projected upon presentation of the Bank of | ebanon's monetary program for 1980, it 
is clear thet the rate of increase of liquidity did not exceed 17 percent, or roughly 
the equivalent of the original estimate (15 percent) the program had given. 


From the a available, it is clear that the balance of payments surplus, velued 
in dollars in rea! prices, came to about $475 million in 1980 as compared with $400 
mili‘on in 1979. This surplus following the increase represents about $58 million 
in the net foreign assets of the Bank of Lebanon, which came to $) ,588,000,000 at 
the end of the year (exclusive of the gold reserve); the remainder represents an 
improvement in the net > assets of the commercial banks. This surplus in 

the banks’ foreign assets he finance transfers from Lebenese to foreign currency 
and consequently alleviated the pressure on the exchange rate of the pound through 
for this currency. 


it should be pointed out that the improvement in the balance of S$ was realized 
in spite of the r‘se in the cost of of! invoices from about $270 million in 1979 to 
about $600 million in 1980 and the transfer of an important segment of the savings 
of Lebanese working abroad to investment in international markets to benefit from 
the high interest retes on the dollar. 


The low rate of increase in local lending in 1980 reflects the drop in the rate of 
expansion of bank loans to the private sector in a!) currencies; this is totalled 





24 percent, as compared with 31.3 percent in 1979. One should bear in mind that 

the Bank of Lebanon permitted commer.ia) banks to increase thet, Lebanese currency 
lending to this sector through the lending cellings, which it set at 30 percent, 
NOwever, in spite of this permitted increase, the expansion in Lebanese currency 
bank lending to the private sector did not exceed 15 percent in 1980 with respect 

to total loans in Lebanese currency at the end of 1979 -- that 16, half the permitted 
increase «= whi oreign currency loans to residents, which had been exempted from 
the specified lenuing ceflings, doubled, from the equivaient of 1.4 billion pounds 

at the end of 1979 to 2.8 billion pounds at the end of 1980, raising the rate of 
increase of total lending to the private sector to 24 percent, as mentioned above. 


The main reasons for the limited expansion in lendings in Leoanese pounds, some of 
which simulteneously contributed to increased foreioen currency lending, may be 
summarized as follows: 


A tightness in liquidity in Lebanese pounds which most banks had suffered from the 
first 4 months of the yeer. 


The fact that many banks exceeded their specific lending limits, especially in the 
first quarter of the year, or did not have edequate lending ceiling margins. 


The fact that many banks had charted a careful, contracted lending policy, especially 
after some of them had rapidly expanded the previous year 


The almost total suspension of the financing of speculation in real estate, in keep- 
ing with the policy and desire of the Bank of Lebanon and the Committee on Bank Over- 
sight. 


It is considered that the first two factors contributed to the banks’ foreign cur- 
rency expansion; in addition, a number of them resorted to granting some of their 
agents loans in dollars to finance gold and silver speculation activities. 


Net lending to the public sector increased in 1900 by an amount equivalent to 

1 663,000,000 pounds, or 61.5 percent, as compared with 84 percent in 1979. This 
amount represents the bulk of the goverwment's deficit financing requirements. It 
consists of loans from commercial banks totalling about 960 million pounds in the 
form of treasury bonds while the rest are net Bank of Lebanon facilities. Here 
it is necessary to point out that Arab assistance, which did not exceed 40 percent 
(165 million) of the instalments due for 1980 (or $400 million) in accordance with 
the Tunis Summit resolutions, somewhat reduced the burden on the government and 
government recourse to the banking system to finance some of its development end 
social projects. 


One must also state an important point with respect to loans to the public sector, 
namely thet net loans from the Bank of Lebanon, as shown in Table Three, and con- 
sequently total net lending to the public sector (Table One), constitute government 
disbursement of part of the book foreign currency profits of the Bank of Lebanon 
(see the observation in Table three), since the disbursement of such profits has 
the seme effect on local liquidity as on other bank loans. However, if we want 

to ascertein the tru net debt of the publi~ sector vis-a-vis the banking system, 
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it will be necessary to exclude the ove, ment's foreign currency 2* which 
“ 


came to about 1.8 j'lion pounds the past 3 years. After making this exclusion, 
the net public sector debt vis-a-vis the hanking system, including the Bank of 
Lebanon, will be ‘vst about 2.5 billion rounds at the end of 1980, that is, roughly 
the equivalent of |5 percent of the national product, 


1978 1979 1980 

Assets 
Foreign assets 6,674 6,242 7,186 
Lending to the public sector (net) (1) 4as 1,625 2,337 
Lending to the private sector 76 110 129 
Lending to banks 77 72 60 

Tota 7,312 68,049 9,71) 

Liabilities 
Primary money 6,388 6,211 6,199 
Money in circulation to outside the banks (3,285 (3,506 (3,982 
Cash in the banks (306 (212 (238 
Bank deposits (1,692 (1,465 (1,96) 
Private sector deposits (27 (28 (18 
Foreign liabilities 75 "1 6) 
Capital and reserves 213 278 370 
Other liabilities (net) 1,636 2,489 3,06) 


(1) Government disbursement of part of the book profits on foreign currency. If 
these disbursements are excluded, the volume of net public sector loans from the 
Bank of Lebanon will be only about 500 million pounds at the end of 1980. The gov- 
ernment's disbursements from the book foreign currency profit account came to 
million pounds, 407 million pounds and 588 million pounds in 1978 through 1980, 
re.pectively, or the equivalent of 1,835,000,000 pounds in these 3 years. 


Development of Exchange Rates of the Pound 


Pressures on the Lebanese pound resumed in most of 1980, for one major reason - the 
record high interest rates on the dollar, which created a very large differentia! 
between these rates and the interest rate on the Lebanese pound, on some occasions 
reaching 12 percentage points. This differential, in addition to the improved ex- 
change rate of the dollar, undoubtedly encouraged depositors to convert their savings 
from Lebanese money into dollars. 





The chart shows the development of the exc rates of the pound relative to the 
dollar, as well as the development of the exc rates of certain main European 
currencies relative to the dollar. it should be noted that after the exchange 

rate of the pound had settled at between 327 and 330 Lebanese piasters to the dollar 
in the first 2 months of the year, this rate began to drop as a consequence of the 
rise in interest rates on the dollar in March, when it reached 20 percent. It should 
be noted that this drop in the exchange rate of the pound was somewhat lower than 
that in the exchange rates of the three European currencies of the German mark, the 
French franc and the Swiss franc. Helping limit the drop in the exchange rate of 














the pound in March and the first half of April was the tigntness in liquidity the 
banks suffered from in the first mor ths of the year and the relative rise in the 
level of interest rates on Lebanere currency, which prompted the government, for 
the first time, to issue treasury bonds at high rates ranging from 9.5 and 10,5 
percent, 


with the drop in the interest rates on the dollar in the latter part of April, 
pressure on the exchange rate of the pound relative to the dollar lessened and 

the exchange rate of the dollar between April and September settled at a level of 
140 to 342 Lebanese pilasters. In this period, the balance of payments started im- 
proving rapidly with the seasonal escalation in transfers from abroad, encouraging 
the Bank of Lebanon to purchase substantial ntities of dollars from the local 
currency market to finance the government's foreign payments. These operations 

led to a large increase in bank liquidity which helped bring down the interest 
rates on the pound, since the Jemonth interest rates among banks — from 13 
percent in late March te about 6.5 percent in mid-September, Although the treasury 
bonds transacted in this period increased by about | billion pounds to about 2.2 
billion pounds, the new issues were not enough to absorb the surplus liquidity 
—22* —* the purchase of the quantities of currency the Bank of Lebanen bouyht 
rom the market, 


With the added rise in the interest rates on the dollar in September and the improve- 
ment in this rate, pressure on the exchange rate of the pound relative to the dollar 
resumed, especialy at a time when the interest rates on Lebanese money improved 

in the last 2 months of the year, after the surplus liquidity = the banks con- 
tracted as a result of the government's followup on the issuance of treasury bonds 
at higher rates than before and the entry of the Bank of Lebanon into the currency 
market in order to prop up the exchange rate of the pound in September, interest 
rates on the dollar kept rising strongly, reaching a record level of 22 percent 

in the last month of the year. The result of these developments in dollar interest 
rates was that the exchange rate of the pound dropped to its lowest level (364.25 
Lebanese plasters) at the end of 1980. 


If we consider the decline rate of the pound from the beginning to the end of the 
year re’ative to the dollar, we will see that that was 11.97 percent as contrasted 
with a 15.8) percent drop in the German mark, 13.78 percent in the Swiss franc and 
13.02 percent in the French franc. The improvement in the exchange rate of the 
pound relative to main European currencies appears as overwhelming oroof of the 
vitalit» and flexibility of the pound, especially when the security and economic 
condition of Lebanon is compared with the economic condition of the three European 
countries. To that one should add that the central banks in these countries sold 
billions of dollars in their markets to support the exchange rates of their cur- 
rencies, while the Bank of Lebanon bought more dollars from the local market than 
it sold to limit speculation activities in the pound. 


By the testimony of most international experts who are following up on economic and 
monetary developments in Lebanon, the decline in the Lebanese nound may basically 

be attributed to the rise in interest rates on the dollar and its improved exchange 
rae, not to the weaknese in the exchange rate of the pound itself, especially since 
the Lebanese balance of payments is still strong. In this regard it is pointed out 
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that the rise in interest rates on the dollar put pressure on most countries, 
especially developing ones, and even major industrial countries, which expressed 
their anxiety a8 a consequence of the reflection of the American interest rate 
policy on their monetary and economic conditions, 


The Monetary Outlook for 198) 


The Bank of Lebanon is we in full cooperation and coordination ‘th the 
Ministry of Finance, to chart a tight money policy which is aimed at controlling 
the expansion in local liquidity in @ form which is balanced with the needs of the 
economy and retains the high levels of ‘nterest rates on the Lebanese money, in 
order to cope with foreign pressures on the exchange rate of the pound. 


however, with the self-discipline of the banking system in lending to the private 
sector, especially in light of the nearly total suspension in financing of real 
estate speculation, the Bank of Lebanon has proceeded to liberate the banks from 
direct restrictions on ——* and has resorted to controlling this expansion by 
organizing bank liquidity by issuing treasury bonds to the public and the banks. 
This indirect method of controlling liquidity is better than direct restrictions 
for numerous reasons, most important of which is that it —2* all banks, small 
and large, the scope to grow naturally in the context of legitimate competition 
and at the same time to take part in carrying out the policy of interest rates on 
Lebanese money in accordance with developments in the local market and foreign 
markets. 


In this context it is necessary to point out that the periodic issuances of treasury 
bonds are not just aimed at financing the government deficit but at the same time 
are also @ monetary instrument to which the Ministry of Finance and the Bank of 
Lebanon resort in absorbing spurts of liquidity among the banks. 


Local Lending 


Although information on bank loans in the first months of this year is not available, 
indications are that expansion in lending to the privea’> sector is still limited and 
is very largely in conformity with the money policy of bank of Lebanon. It ap- 
pears _ this trend will continue during the year. 


Lending to the public sector, and its effect on the volume of local liquidity, are 
contingent on the size of the deficit in this sector and means for financing it. 
Recently the fiscal condi.ion of the government, especially the volume of its debt 
and the effect of that on inflation and the exchange rate of the pound, were pre- 
sented in a manner which required that the finance minister give an explanatory 
statement in order to show the true picture. In spite of our appreciation of the 
positive motives for the presentation of this matter, fragmenting it and failing 
to view it comprehensively and carefully created a climate of bewilderment and 
anxiety among ordinary citizens which had a negative impact on vicissitudes in 
the exchange rate of the pound, and it became necessary tc <larify the explanation 
of the matter and set it in its proper context. 
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It was previously pointed out that the net public sector debt incurred by the bank- 
iny sector at the end of 1980 came to about 2.5 billion pounds, This amount has 
increased only very negligibly this year, This volume of debt is matched by debts 
Owed to the government by the private sector in the . om of banks, companies and 
liberal professions and represents taxes due on profits realized and employees’ 
salaries. One can estimate these taxes at no less than | billion pounds, which 
brings the net public sector debt down to 1.5 billion pounds «- leaving out taxes 
owed by developed properties and other levies paid to the government, independent 
departments and municipalities, 


This debt ratio seems low when compared with the public debt ratio to national pro- 
duct in most countries. This table shows the ratio of oublic debt to national pro- 
duct in some courtries enjoying a sound financial situation (International Monetary 
Fund statistics for 1979); 


Debt as a Percent of 


Country Domestic Product 
Belgium 50 
Venezuela 23 
Jordan 72 
Italy 62 
United States 30 
Canada 26 
Australia 25 
Japan 26 


From this it may objectively be deduced that the problem is not the size of the 
debt, even if that is as large as the figures which have been presented, but in 

the size of the annual deficit, which plays a role in the development of the volume 
of liquidity and consequently inflation 


However, one must not belittle the importance of this problem and leave it to ac- 
cumulate. Rather, it is necessary that absolute priority be given to the treatment, 
which requires that all efforts be consolidated, starting with the government and 
ending with every citizen. Everyone is responsible for protecting the pound and 
preserving its strength because it belongs to everyone and is the buttress of a 
strong Lebanon. 


As far as the government goes, it has become necessary seriously to review the 
policy of subsidies, which constitutes a burden on the treasury for which there is 
no longer any justification as far as the level of prices abroad goes. It is also 
necessary to take urgent efforts to control spending and to collect texes and levies 
move efficiently. 


As far as individuals and organizations go, procrastination and evasion in paying 
taxes and levies due will ultimately lead to no real profit, since all profits 
will quickly be eliminated through the rise in prices and the spread of unemployment, 


if the situation continues as it is now. 
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Table Four; Consolidated Condition of Commercial Banks (in millions of Lebanese 


pounds ) 
1978 1979 1980 

Assets 
Cash reserves 2,032 1,390 2,168 
Foreign assets 6,062 9,379 13,40) 
Lending to the treetury 9B2 1,066 2,027 
Lending to the private sector 10,009 13,029 16,166 
Less lending in foreign currency (1,013) (1,424) (2,840) 
Total 19,086 24 864 35,762 

Liabilities 
Demand Deposits in Lebanese Currency (1) 2,918 3,219 3,709 
Savings and time deposits tn Lebanese 

currency (1) 8,814 10,094 12,703 
Residents’ deposits in foreign currency 2,695 § ,606 9,000 
Foreign commitments 2,096 3, 909 5,752 
Bank of Lebanon loans 7 72 60 
Special funds 683 878 1,180 
Other liabilities (net) 802 1,086 1,358 
Total residents’ deposits in banks 14,427 18,919 25,412 
Percent of deposits in foreign currency 14.5 29.6 35.4 


(1) Including Social Insurance Fund deposits 


whatever the situation may be, since the government deficit remains within the | imits 
of 1.5 bilifon it can be digested within the context of the continued balance of pay- 
ments surplus and the continued tight monetary policy of the Bank of Lebanon. However, 
the basic goal remains to reduce this deficit in order to lighten the burden on the 
money policies of the Bank of Lebanon and enable it to cope with the foreign pres- 
sures arising from the interest rates, in order to restore the strength which the 
Lebanese pound hac at the end of 1980, at least. 


Balance of Payment Outlook 


Relying on past years, the stability of of] prices and the continued flow of capital 
and remittances of Lebanese abroad were taken into consideration on a broader scale, 
with the decline in the interest rates on the dollar, it was anticipated that the 
Lebanese balance of payments surplus would be greater than the surplus realized 
lest year. One should add the remittances which are made in yet nw the interest 
resulting from current investments to that, since net foreign assets of the banking 
Me — show that the interest accruing on these assets comes to about half a 
d on ars. 


It is expected that the continued improvement in the Lebanese balance of payments, 
accompanied by the continued current policy of the Bank of Lebanon, will have a 
positive impact on the development of the exchange rate of the Lebanese pound, es- 
pecially in the context of the receipt of stipulated Arab aid and the government's 
pursuit of tangible measures to organize the condition of the treasury. 


There is no doubt that the retrenchrent of the interest rate on the dolla: on the 
one hand, and the preservation of tne relatively high rate of interest on Lebanese 
money on the other, will bolster the strength of the Lebanese pound. 
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LEBANON 


BEIRUT DISTRICT RECEIVES LOAN 
Beirut AL=SAFIR in Arabic 9 Mar 81 p 6 


[Article: “Treasury Lean for 10 Million From Finance to Beirut Municipal 
District") 


[Text] Finance Minister Dr ‘Ali al-Khalil has issued Decision No 54 providing 
for the granting of a 10=-million-lira treasury loan to the Beirut municipal dis- 
trict to cover administrative expenses and carry out a number of public projects. 


The Finance Ministry gave the Beirut municipal district a 6,.4-million-lira treasury 
loan last month to secure public services. 


The text of the Finance Ministry's decision follows: 


Article l: A treasury loan of 10 million Lebanese liras only is hereby granted 
at an annual interest rate of 11 percent in accordance with the following: 


Independent agency: Beirut Municipal District 
Purpose of the loan: Payment of administrative expenses and securing of public 


services. 
Means of payment of the loan: By orders from the central ‘avditor’ bearing the 


number and date of this decision. 
Conditions of Payment of the Loan 


Article 2: Payment of the principal and interest of this loan is due no later 
than 1 year from the date of issuance of this decision. 


If the loan is not paid as of the aforementioned date, the central ‘auditor’ is 
required to deduct it immediately from any funds of the independent agency which 
may be pavable by him. 


Article 3: The mere act of undertaking to initiate the use of the loan on the 
part of the independent agency constitutes a declaration on the agency's part 
of its ability to repay the amount of the loan, including both principal and 
interest, by its due date. 


This act also entails a commitment on the agency's part that it will if compelled 
procure the loans necessary to pay the amount of the aforementioned loan within the 
specified due date. 
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Article 4: The tadependent ageney shall not use any portion of this loan for a 
purpose other thea that for which Lt was granted, In the event that this pro- 
vis.on is violated, payment of the principal and interest of the loan shall become 
due itamediately, 


Article 5: If the independent agency undertakes to pay the entire amount of the 
loan or a portion thereof prior to the due date, the interest arising from the 
loan must be reduced so a8 to correspond with the amount of the early payment and 
the date the payment is received, 


Article 6: The central finance auditor is charged with the execution of this 
decision, 


Article 7: This decision shall be disclosed whenever necessary. 
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SAYDA PORT PROJECT EXPEDITED 
heirut AL<-SAFIR in Arabic 6 Mar 81 p 6 


[Article: "“Sayda Port Project to Cost 500 Million; Administration: Concession, 
Government Agency, or Mixed Company" ] 


[Text] The final report on the Sayda port conetristion project submitted to the 
prime sinister by the Development and Construction Council states that the total 
cost of the project will be approximately 500 million liras and that the scheduled 
date of completion for the project ise 3 years from the starting date. 


The report offere three options regarding the ownership and operation of the port 
which the cabinet must decide on: a concession to the main financier, Rafiq 
al-Harir, a m'xed company involving both the public and private sectors, or an 
independent government agency. 


The committee charged with preparing the project and setting the contractual 
terme is chafred © Dr Muhammad ‘Atallah of the Development and Conetruction Coun- 
cil and includes Khattar Shabli representing the Ministry of Finance, Engineer 
Maurice Ghazeal representing the Ministry of Hydroelectric Resources and 
Engineer Raymond Fevhat representing the Ministry of Public Works nd Transport. 
ihe committee discussed the consultations and investigations obtained through 
it® organizations by consultation with offices of specialized study and the 
ministries concerned in the matter. It completed its work with a view to achiev- 
ing 4 rapid decision on the project, which is now under the responsibility of the 
cabinet and the concerned ministers, each of whom has received a copy of the 
project proposal. 


It should be pointed out that the Sayda port construction project is a fundamental 
issue which has met with concerted agreement and approval from all politi al, 
economic and union activists in Sayda and the south. The project is cited in 
every report submitted to officials by these activists as a means of improving 
conditions in Sayda and the south. 


informed sources told AL-SAFIR that the port project will be decided on quickly 
and will thus tend te contribute effectively to the development of economic acti- 
vities, the improvement of social conditions for southerners generally, and the 
spurring of development in the south. 
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These sources said that if implementation is completed in accordance with the 
deadline specified in the report, this will help expedite the implementation of 
some of the urgent southern projects which the state hase declared its intention 
to implement, Most of the studies for these projects have been prepared and the 
required preliminary funding has been made available, 


The sources added that the need for the project has become urgent in light of the 
exceptional conditions which the port of Beirut is experiencing and the severe 
decline in the treasury's revenues from custome duties, This problem has 
attracted the attention of officials among all the urgent political and economic 
and political tesues at the present time, 
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LEBANON 


MINISTRY EMPLOYEES TO PARTICIPATE IN AGRICULTURAL COURSES IN IRAQ 
Beirut AL=SAFIR in Arabic 16 Mar 81 p 6 


[Article: “Lebanon Participates in Training Courses in Cattle and Poultry 
Raising and Crop Protection") 


{Text} The Ministry of Agriculture has decided to take part in agricultural 
training sessions in Iraq which have been set up in cooperation with the Arab 
Organization for Agriculture] Development. These courses will deal with the 
management and raising of cattle, the production of oil-bearing crops, the pro- 
tection of crops and the production of poultry. The courses will by held between 
9 March and 6 April. 


Minister of Agric: lture Engineer Mustafa Darniqah submitted a letter to the 
cabinet requesting that it approve the delegation of a number of experts em- 
ployed in his ministry to participate in these courses. 


Following is an outline of these courses with the starting date for each: 


1. A 24-day training course in the management and raising of cattle to begin on 
9 March 1981 at the Animal Health Institute, Baghdad. 


Course curriculum: The purpose of the course is to create a cadre with a 
knowledge of cattle raising. lhe curriculum includes the principles of establish- 
ing and manazing cattle projects and the influencing factors in the production of 
milk and meat, feeding, the management and utilization of pastures, the suckling 
and feeding of calves, sterility and its causes, ways of increasing reproductive 
capability, the organization of cattle records, the principles of acclimatization, 
the principles of genetic improvement of cattle, physiological principles relating 
to the di charge of milk and methods of increasing milk flow, how to maintain the 
health of che udder, cattle and calf diseases, the production and marketing of 
dairy products, and the economic development of cattle projects. The course will 
also include visits to a number of projects id laboratories. 


2. <A 2i-day training course in oil-bearing crops starting on 20 March 1981. The 
course curriculum will include: familiarization of the participants with the 
methods of growing and producing oil-bearing crops, the economic importance of 
these crops, their industrial uses, the geographical distribution of these crops, 
their original origin, the climatic factors that affect their production, 


107 

















agricultural operations, crop rotation, fertilisation, diseases and insect pests 
that attack these crops, @etheds of protection, mechanical methods used in 
harvesting, ané methods of discovering new varieties, Along with these topics, 
che course will ‘nclude 4 practical curriculum ineluding visite to specialised 
farms and 4 number of factories and installations which use oil-hearing seeds a6 
well as visite tu ecllege laboratories, 


3, A lleday training course in erep production which will begin on 6 Mare’ 1981, 
The curriculum of the course will inelude the following: the training of cadres 
in the various fieide of plant protection, the impertance of protection, 
familiarigation with agricultural pests and the damage they cause, insects and 
diseases that attack crops and their effects on economic plants, fruit and date 
palm diseases, insects and diseases that attack field crops and vegetables, 
environmental pollution due to pesticides, the harmful effects of these pesti- 
cides on man and animals, entomological and fungal pest controle, integrated pest 
control, lecuste and the d°mage they cause, varieties of locusts, how to 

e timate damage by pests (..8eases and insects), worms and caterpillare and 
nethode of combatting them, viral diseases and methods of fighting them, weed 
thickets, the losees they cause, and methods of combatting them, domestic and 
foreign agricultural quarant.ne, and agricultural aviation with practical training 
in the field and laboratories, the viewing of filme and slides, and visite to 
apicultural farms, 


4. <A Ileday training course in the raising and production of poultry beginning 

in April. Thies course wiil deal with the tollowing topice: poultry production 
projects, probleme of production, the food crisis and the citizen's need for 
protein, the importance of poultry in animal resources, how to select sites for 
poultry houses, the equipping of the house for poultry raising, appurtenances of 
the poultry house, providing the necessary, requiremente for production, care and 
feeding methods, the technology of modern incubation, the operation of incubators, 
ege marketing, separation and grading, the economic eva.uation of poultry projects, 
poultry diseases, and methods of raising ducks, geese and rabbits. 
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YEMEN AMAR REPUBLIC 


LEFTIS® LEADER DESCRIBES DOMESTIC, FOREIGN POLICIES 
Kuwait Al~ TALI‘AH in Arabic 18 Mar 81 pp 24-26 


Article: “Chairman of the North Yemen, National Democratic Front Sultan Atwmad 
r; Reactionary Forces in Power Are Trying to Eliminate ‘Ali ‘Abdallah al-salih’7 


/Text/ The s‘tuetion in North Yemen and its intricacies face us with a group of 
litical questions, foremost anong them the future of relations with the National 
— Front in the Yemen Arab Republic, especially now that 5 years have elapsed 

since the date of its establishment, and the anniversary of that is falling due. 


This situation also raises other questions on the politica! state of affairs and the 
blocs and affiliations which form a general picture of the nature of the curre * 
political map. To get an accurate answer on a1! probable developments, we net with 
the head of the National Front, Sultan Ahmad ‘Umar; these tions were the intro- 
duction to a broader view of the Arab situation, threats of military intervention tn 
the region and the front's relations with the regime of Democratic Yemen in the south, 
the resistance and the Lebanese Natione! Movement. We started the talks with him 
with the January 1980 agreement, and the discussion expanded further: 


Future of the 31 January Agreement 


/Question/ Mow would you assess the political situation in North Yemer for us, and 
what ere the distinguishing features of the National Democratic Front's struggle in 
current stage? 


/Answer] The current situation can be defined as follows: 


1. In the context of the authorities, we assert that there is nothing which one could 
call harmonious authorities; rather, there are « number of groups representing elements 
of the big reactionary paramount sheiks, headed by ‘Abdallah Husayn al-Ahmar and the 
Mosiem Brothers and the Wahhabis. These elements, aside from others who are connected 
to foreign regimes, represent the most reactionary extremist wing. The elements in 
this wing have the ambition of taking over all the political power and eliminating 

‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih. There are national and other liberal enlightened elements in 
power. This —— formation within the authorities and its inner contradiction 
represents ea diseoullibrium in the political positions of the regime. 
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Some of the wings we mentioned take a hostile position toward dialogue with the 
National Democratic Front and the agreement -eached between the front and the author- 
ities on 31 January 1980. They are pushing to thwart this a nt, bring the war 
back and move the country into destructive vloody conflicts and different forms of 
acts of violence in the form of assassinations, expulsions and vicious destructive 
attacks such a6 occurred at numerous times last r, most in the period extending 
from 26 October to late December of last year, which involved a number of governorates. 
The most reactionary wings are moving toward an internal fight in order to carry out 
the schemes of hostile foreign forces and spread about instability in the country, tn 
order to make 1t possible for over reaction and imperialist circles to make our 
Country bow down altogether under their hegemony and put it under absolute subordina- 
tion to them, 





2, With respect to the National Front, it asserts, in word and deed, its concern 
for peace and stability, its condemnation of internecine strife and its adherence 
to the 31 January agreement which, if carried out, wil! rantee the attainment of 
democracy. Democracy is the means to attain peace and stability in our country. 


Through the clalogue with the authorities and with national elements inside and out- 
side the regime the front has been anxious to oT the attainment of democracy 

in the Ccourtry in order to guarantee freedom of the press and opinion and freedom 

of politice! and trade union activity, as well as to prepare a democratic constitu. 
tion tu be approver by a democratic people's assembly, from which a democratic elect- 
ed gove, nment will arise. In spite of all the difficulties which are facing the 

31 January agreement, the front still holds fast to it and considers that that is 

the proper prelude to a solution of the political crisis in the north and that — 
it it will be possible to create a broader national union which will fulfill the goals 
of the agreement, which emphasizes the need to maintain national sovereignty and 
independence and draw up a foreign pol tcy and an in ependent policy founded on 
principles of peacefu’ coexistence, nonalignment and the attainment of comprehensive 
economic and socia! developmen. and restoration of unity to the two segments of Yemen 
by peaceful means on national democratic bases. 


The Front's Peaceful Struggle 


{ivestion/ it is observed that the 31 January agreement has constantly been exposed 
© violations; in the face of that, what is your position on al! probable develop- 
ments? 


foswee/ The front adopts the form of peacefu’ struggle, and as long ac it does so 

t will avoid entering into armed — because it has been proved that armed 
struggles induce reaction and imperialist circles, as a part of their policy, to 
strike the two Yemens with one another and to spread instability by ce-ryine out their 
desires and preventing the stabilization of conditions the establishmer: of a demo- 
cratic regime and the reunification of the two segments of Yemen a united indepen- 
dent Yemeni republic. 
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Therefore the front is pursuing a policy of self-defense, a policy of defending the 
front's areas and its masses, when t are exposed to campaigns of terror and 
repression, fhe front cannot permit t to be exterminated or slaughtered and cannot 
ermit the masses to be beaten down. All the extermination campaigns wich been 
aunched against the front and its masses have fatlod, These campaigns have only 
added to our masses’ A dat f solidarity and adherence to the justice of the cause 
we whose sake the front is fightihg, ant we are still adopting a position of self 
defense. 


Arab Reaction and the Risks of Military Intervention 


/Question] What is the role the liberation movements in the region are supposed to 
—8 to cope with the dangers of military intervention; is there some plan to this 
© 


/Anewer/ In reality, the imperialist design in the region of the peninsula, the Gulf, 
the Red Sea and the African Horn is @ grave, expansive one, There is blatant American 
imperialist activity represented by the construction of military bases, as is happening 
in Egypt, Somalia, Kenya and Oman and as is also happening with the f.eet movements 

in the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf These movements, {n our opinion, constitute a 
direct threat to Yemen's security enc safety and the security and safety of the 
peoples of the peninsula and the African Horn. At this time, we ore seeking to 
mobilize our Yemeni people to cope with the dangers of this grave imperialist activi- 
ty and we are striving to @ joint position among the national and democratic forces 
in the region, to expose and strip bare this imperialist scheme, to st le to 
liquidate military bases and fleets, and to sto, imperialist countries intervention 

in the affairs of the people of the region, so thet it may be blessed with tran- 
quility, stab‘lity and sovereignty, as well as to fight to guarantee the freedom 

of international shipping there. In fact, the reactionary regimes bear the responsi- 
bility for this military presence, they have collided with the imperial‘st colonial 
countries and have not moved but have kept silent, in fact have willingly accepted 
the presence of military bases in their countries. 





Imperialism would assuredly never have been able to move its schemes along easily had 
the reactionary governments not eccepted fits presence. The policy which imperialism 
is pursuing requires a decisive policy on che part of the peoples of the area. 


For its part, the National Front has proclaimed its position on this reactionary 
impertalict scheme and has condemned it. We are in reality — tbe Bae the mili- 
tary presence and consider it —— to eliminate bases and withdraw fleets and 
turn this into an area of peace. We also support our brother ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad's 
rocommendation calling the countries of the region of the peninsula and the gulf to 

a summit conference to study the conditions of the region thoroughly and to study 
ways of coping with imperialist intervention. Here it is necessear, to point out thet 
it is the people of the region themselves who are first and last concerned with de- 
fending their countries. 
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We Are Not Subjects of the Regime tn the South 


(Quest ton/ The National Democratic Front is criticized for being an extension of 
he regime in Democratic Yemen. What is your response to that and what is the basis 
of relations between fou and the south? 


/Anewe The political forces and parties out of which the front have been fromed 
existed in the north and fought in the past for the national democratic regime in 

he south, It certainly is one of the front's 1s to protect the national demo- 
cratic regime in the south, because it is 4 reg in a part of Yemen and has the 
ri-ht to independent decisions. We, as Yemeni nationalists, must protect this regime, 
which {6 anxfous to maintain unity and stability, 


This abso ulely does not mean that the front is part of the existing regime 4 the 
south, The party has its full independence, including national progressive forces, 
national personalities and representatives of various popular proups. such as nation- 
alist clerics, national shetksh and merchants, in its ranks. In this sense, it con- 
tains various political currents and differing ideologies. What some media are 
raising regarding an incorrect connection between the front and the regime in the 
south ‘6 not true. It is aimed at — attention from the crisis the north is 
going through, and that is a distortion of the truth of what is going on in our 
country. 


Development of Life and Service of the Masses 


/Question/ To what extent does the tribe! structure influence the course of change 
which the Nationa! Democratic Front is leading? 


/Answer] There is no doubt that social and economic backwardness have an effect in 
obstructing the course of the national progressive st le in our country. Our 
country has been exposed to an iron curtain placed by the imams before the civili- 
zation and culture of the age. The 26 September revolution took place to crush 

this fron curtain and open open wp scope for development of culture and civ‘lization. 
There is no doubt that limited economic, social and cultural developments have been 
created since the outbreak of the September revolution -- thanks to struggle of the 
National Democrati: Movement and its demands that the various aspects of life be 
developed. However, our people are still suffering from backwardness in various 
fields and whole governorates are still deprived of modern education, hospitals and 
health clin‘cs end are also deprived of potable water and other services, as the case 
in the Governorates of al-Jawf and Sa'deh and is the case in Ma'rib and the a)-Bayda’ 
area, for example. Nonetheless, »etional awareness has been created in this area 
because of the deprivation of the masses of education and medical care by successive 
governments. These masses owe their allegiance to the front, because the front is 
devoting great attention to eliminating illiteracy in the ranks of the young elements 
and mobilizing people, and is trying to train nurses and health aides to perform 
first aid and fight the plagues which areas are exposed to from time to Lime. 
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Relations with the Palestinian Revolution and the Lebanese National Movement 


(Question What about your relations with the Lebanese National Movement and the 
alestinian revolution? 


/Answer/ The National Democratic Front has a fixed position of principle in support 
of the struggle of the Lebanese National Movement in the face of Israel and the 
secessionist forces and against the scheme to partition Lebanon and strike out against 
its Arablood and strike out ¢,a,inst the national movement there. Realization of the 
unity of Lebanon is a A AY, urgent demand of al! forces of ress, so that it 

can take its place within the struggle of the Arab peoples. Then, the front as taken, 
and still does take, a fixed position in principle on the Palestinian people's 

struggle and their right to determine their destiny and establish their independent 
state on their territory under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization. 
The front has taken a position of —* all treasonous capitulationist schemes 
aimed at liquidating the national values and has stood against Camp David and its 
eo developments, such as the European initiative. the Jordanian option and 
al-Sa S attempt to take part in the dialogue on the Palestinian issue in order to 
emerge from his isolation. We consider the struggle of the National Movement and 

the Palestinian revoli tion to be the forward line of the struggle of the Arab peoples, 
and Arab fighting men must offer all forms of support for both of them. 
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